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With an Se e of the 
Form and Ceremonies of CONSECRATIONS 


among: the Jews, Heathens, and Chriſtians ; de- 
ſcrihizg the Magnificent Feaſts and E ntertain- 
nen 1 Joyful Occaſions; and proving 

n y of thoſe Anniverſary Feſtivals, call 7 
— d in Country Villages, in Memory ag 
Ge by” on of their particular Churches. 4 


EI Tels i added; 


I 5 225 Conſeittting Churches, Chapels, 
| Church-Yards, paſs'd in the Lower Honſe of Convo- 
(ation, 1712, with a Deſign. to have it eſtabliſpd a- 

- mong "the Offices of the LITURGY. and compiled 
chiefly for the Conſecrarion of the New Churches. Cory: d 
from the Fournal. of the Houſe, and never before made 
Publick. With the Authority of the CANON Law 
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O meanly ſoever I may have ac- 


Sil quitted my ſelf in the following” 
Eſſay upon the Conſecration of 


Churches, I am confident I haue 


| ER 


Diſſenting Buffoons and Ath eiſts, who Have 
alreauly pronouncd the Practice of it for. 


Popery, Conjuring, and Profaneneſs, and- 


the Bilhops who offciate for Jeſu its, Rakes, 
and \Sorcerers:? But better Language no 
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The PREFACE. 


ir 


Gentleman is to expe@& from the Vomit of a 
Sink, nor more Truth LN thoſe mercenary 


fe 
Pens that are inſpir'd by the Father of Fal- 
ſhood, and paid for the Lies they tell by 


| by the Children of Schiſm and Diſobe- 


dience. . 

It is obſervable, that the =. celebrated 
Pamphlets out Diſſenters have lately oblig d 
us with, ſwell and overflow with moſt ſcan- 
dalous and ſpightful InveFives againſt the 
conforming Clergy ; and i theſe Prieſt- 


Hounds can but get Scent of any Thing that 


mells of a Parſon, away they run with full 
Cry and open Mouth, — . their F he 
as good as their Throat, the whole Order 
would, in a very little Time, be torn and 
worry'd in Pieces, as if a Man were in- 


ſtantly forſaken of God and Goodneſs, the 


Moment he enters. int» Holy Orders, and 


begins to be a Villain as ſoon as the Church 
takes him into her Service. Theſe are the 
cleanly Conveyances of Religion and Cha- 
racers to the common People, and theſe ars 


the only ſaleable Commodities that ſuit the 


nice Taſte of this polite Age ;, and the Preſs 
ſweats again to anſwer the Demands of the 
Publick with new Impreſſions. ; 
But what Times are we fallen into, when; 
no Character, however ſacred, will be 4 
Defence againſt the' Scoffs and Ribaldry of 
Infidels and religious Libertines? When 
the moſt eminent F our Clergy, with their 
1 ; very 


The PRE FACE. * ” 
very Names, are publiſh'd in Print, under Re- 
preſentations as infamous as Tongue or Ma- 
lice can invent or expreſs *® And who are 
they that have, with all the Paſſion and 
Bitterneſs. imaginable, promoted theſe ſran- 
dalous Outrages, but thoſe Penſioners of 

the Faction, who, when they have gone as 
far as they are able, would have the Vil. 
lainies they haue invented ſtand good to 
Perpetuity againſt the Perſons they have tra- 
duc de What 4a Comfort will it be another 
Day, to have theſs. Monuments of Infamy 
rife up againſt us, and to find in the Me- 
morials of this Age (that muſt furniſh out. 
the Hiſtory of After-Times) ſo many Reve- 
rend and Learned Men ſftligmatiz'd' for Je- 
ſuits, and the baſeſt of Raſcals, without 
any Contradifion or Controul ; to the Scan- 
dal, moſt certainly, of the Engliſh Nation 
thraughout Chriſtendom, whereſoever theſe 
Inſtances of their licentious Boldneſs ſball 
happen to comes; to the Reproach of the moſt 
glorious Church vpon tbe Face of the Earth, 
even to future Generations, to whom the Story 
of theſe Inſults. upon à Profeſſion of Men 
Bat be tranſmitted, and not only unpuniſb d 
Hut uncontradicted For the preſent Impunity 
and Protection of theſe Lihellers it is, that 
gives Spirit and Encouragement to the Ene- 
mies of the Church, and almoſt breaks the 
very Hearts of ber Friends. 


And 


vi The PRE FACE. 
And yet theſe Men, at the fame Time, not 
only value themſelves upon their Zeal for 
rde King and the Proteſtant Religion, but - 
deliver over to the Devil, for Plotters and 
Papiſts, all the true Sons of the Church, 1 
and the beſt Subjecłs that refuſe to joyn with || | 
them. They adreſs up honeſt Men in the Shape © 7 
of Villains," and call them Papiſts, and tben | 
it ig but expoſmg them in 4 College-Cut, 8 
with 4 Crucifix in their Hande, and a a 
String of Beads at their Girdles, and their 
Buſineſs is done; they immediately fall un- c 
der the Rhetorick , Porters and Carmen, 
and the Envy and Reſentment of a whole 
Nation is little enough to cruſb them, © © 
But from whence have theſe Writers 4 
Patent to make Men of what Religion they 
pleaſe, in ſpight of all Proteſtations and 
Oaths to The contrary © Is it not ſtrange, 
that we, who ſubſcribe the Articles of the 
Church of England, ſo deſtructive of all 
the Errors of Popery, that renounce Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, the Pope's Supremacy, I- 
dolatry, and Rebellion hr the Cauſe" of 
Religion, that notwithſtanding all this, muſt 
fiill be Papiſts, and Popiſhly affected? Nhat 
ſhall we ſay to'tbeſe Men; who, inſtead of 
pulling down Popery, ſtrengthen it, by reokon- 
ing ſo” many learned and pions Divines of 
that Perſuaſion; and whil/Þ-they endeavour: 
10 diſhonour gur Clergy by ſo odliou 4 4 Namo, 
do no ſmall Honour to the Pa piſts, by making 
— the 
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the moſt. eminent Party of Men. both fur 
Learning and Integrity that is now in the 
World, to be Favourers of their Way: Hoc 
Ithacus velit; the Jeſuits indeed are apt 
to feign ſeveral Death- bed Reconailiations to 


their Church, to gain Credit by the Acceſſion of | 


England, 2 many Cells and Societies 
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vi The PR ErAG 1 
Rome, and an equal. Injiiry 10 the Ene iſh 
Communion. © 
But what a Stratagem is * 41 the 
while ? Our Enemies put Shams upon their 
Followers under the Miſt of” Canting aw 
dark Words, that they are nor able to fee 
thro'; and whilft they 1 themſelves 
under the Title of True Proteſtants, they re- 
fle® upon us as Cheats and Counterfeits. 
The Word Proteſtant ſerves for all Ends and 
Purpoſes with them; but ho knows what it 
means more than 4 Proteſter apainſt the 
Pope 2 A Man, it feems, may deny the Di- 
vinity of Chriſt, and the Proceſſion of 
tbe Holy Ghoſt," and yet be a True Prote- 
ſtint. And what do they mean by the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, whoſe Security they pre- 
tend to have fo 'mutch ut Heart? They can- 
not underſtand the Religion of Luther, fo» 
there are few fuch in the Kingdom: 305 of 
Calvin, for then an infiniy Number ＋ Sects 
among us muſt be excluded"; they Jefign 
_ all Diſſenters' Nom the Church of Rome, 
they include all Religions in the World, Sur 
thar, and male Proteſtin: pe aan ns 45 * 
as Proteſtant Chriſtians; 0 24 10 3 
Errors and Hereſies Ne rat "One 5 — 
zxpoſe the Reformation u the Note of 
an unchriſtian and upſociable Confuffon': 
$9 that our true Proteſtafitꝭ Ar 2 Body of 
Men compo#'d. of all 'Religjons,” provided 
they ao but agree in u een mon ce, 
70 


The PREFACE. 12 
to the Church of Rome; their Religion is 
a Maſs of all other Errors wrapp'd up un- 

er one Denomination, a Medley of Opini- 
ons—united in a Confederacy againſt the 
Church, and divided in the Truth. EE 

J can find no where in the Bible any Chri- 
ſtian under the Title of a Proteſtant, nor 
do T read of any Proteſtant Creed in the 


ancient Councils; and yet as the Word has 
7 obtain'd in the Church of England to fig- 
- nify a Member of the Reformation, I con- 


F feſs my ſelf to be a Proteſtant; ſo that I 
g do not oppoſe the Denomination, but the 
8 Abuſe: IF they would make an honeſt Uſe 
of the Word, and govern themſelves with a 
F Submiſſion to the Authority of the Church, 
T ſhould take it for an Honour to be of their 
Faith and Family; but to put my ſelf upon 
2 Level with Turks, and diſtinguiſh my ſelf 
by proteſting againſt the Papiſts, which 
every Muſſulman in the World does as well 
as I, is what I will for ever be irreconcileable 
to. Such true Proteſtants as the Canonical 
Sons of the Church I amexceedingly pleas'd 
with, both as to Name and Thing; but as to 
that adulterate Iſſue who take upon them- 
felves the Name of their Mother, and yet 
diſclaim her Authority and Doctrine, they 
are no other, in my Opinion, than ſo many 
Banditti, or debauch'd Branches off & no- 
ble Family, and whereſovever the Name of 
a true Proteſtant is made Uſe of for the 
| 3 covering 
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covering of Faction, Hereſy, or Schiſm, I 
fhall for ever look upon thoſe True Prote- 
ſtants, ſo call d, as the Scandal, nov only of 
the Church, but of Religion it ſzlf. 

The Reaſon why I bave ſo particularly 
ſtated the Caſe of Popery and Proteſtantiſm 
between us and the Diſſenters, was, if poſ- 
ſible, to ſpoil the Edge of one of their keeneſt 
Weapons, which they are always brandiſh- 
ing before the Eyes of weak People, inſtead 

Arpument, and which, T make no queſtion, 
will be objected againſt my ſelf, on account 
of this Eſſay; whoſe Deſion, you will be apt 
to hear, is to introduce into a. Proteſtant 
Church one of the Roman Rites, and the 
gaudy Pomp and Superſtition of the Pa piſts. 
But if this Piece of Art proves mneffetual, 
our Enemies have another in Store, which I 
expect will be play'd againſt ne; for-what 
Exemption can I pretend from not falling 
under the Cenſure of a Rake and a De- 
bauchee more than the moſt pious Prelates 
and Pre ſbyters, who have been ſberun to the 
the World under thoſe falſe and infamous 
Characters? Eſpecially conſidering, that in 
the following Treatiſe I have flrenuouſly re- 
commended. the primitive Cuſtom of Teaſt- 
ing chenrfully and plentifully, (a Sin in any 
bur themſelves) upon the joyful Days of the i 
Confecration f Churches, 1 

It ir become, it ſeems, one of the genteel 
Accompliſhments cf the preſent Age, to talk of 
. i 1 


The PREFACE mm | 
the Orthodox Clergy, as if there were no- 
thing batt Ignorance and Debauchery a- 
mong them; to revile and reform them is 
the moſt plauſible Vent of Peevithneſs and 
III Nature, and to abuſe them is the only 
Evidence of ſome Mens Godlineſs, as it 7s 

F other Mens Wit. With what Tranſport 
of Attention will a moderate Churchman 
liſten to @ foul (tho falſe) Story of an un- 
godly Parſon, and with what indefatiga- 
ble Induſtry will he ſpread and improve the 
Tale? Tou cannot endear him more, than by 
ſupplying him with ſuch ſcandalous Reports ; 
and a zealous Brother will even abate yore 
ſomething of the Price of his Commodities 

Fur your good News; it puts him into a 

_ pleaſant and jolly Humour, and the demure © 
Man grows Witty and Satyrical, and 
eloſſes upon the Story with notable Eſſays of 
ſantify'd Wit and Raillery. Our Adver- 
ſaries have their Offices of Intelligence, 
where they receive and deliver out Lies and 
Reflections, in order to make the Clergy 
odious and contemptible'; and they maintain 
their Emiſſaries upon a Publick Srock, who 
are ſent Abroad to catch the Vomit of A- 
theiſts and Drunkards to throw in their 

< Faces, they publiſh and authenticate the 
| flanderous Aſperſions that thoſe Sorts make 
in their more than Beſtia] Debauches; what 
they intend for Sport theſe propmgate in 
Malice; they vent the ſcandalous Tales a- 

| 4 2 mong 
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mong their Friends for {ad Certainties, and 
confirm them with Sighs and ſolemn Nods, 
(as the others did with Oaths and Dam- 
mes) as if they were troubled at the Evil 
they report, when as indeed they are then 
moſi tickled and pleas'd. *Tis Marrow 
and Fatneſs to them to hear and tell Sto- 
ries of the Sons of the Church; no one can 
oblige them more than he that ſo entertains 
them And when Informations fail, they N 
have good Inventions to ſupply that Want; : 
ſo that no Innocence can eſcape them, no : 
Virtue 7s Protection againſi them. They'll 
interpret every harmleſs Action into a Miſ- 
carriage, and aggravate every the ſmalleſt 
Miſcarriage with all the moſt. heinous Cir- 
cumſtances of Guilt and Villany; and where 
no Blot is to be found, none to be pre- 
tended, there they vilify the Virtue of thoſe 
unblameable Perſons, as dull Morality, 
and them as Strangers to the Spirit and 
Myſtery of Religion. | 
But theſe Proteſtant Infidels are never 
more virulent, than when they are railing a- 
gainſt the Revenues and the Patrimony of 
the Church; they are ſtrangely fluent upon 
this Theme, "tis their everlaſting Subject; 
b for here their Envy ſettles upon its proper 
Nt Object, nothing dazzles them more than 
4 Money, becauſe they value nothing more, 
and they can endure any Thing in a Clergy- 
man 77 Patience rather than a fair Bene- 
1 | 
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The PREFACE; xiii 
fice; with them tis the moſt glorious Piece 
of Reformation o make the Prieſthood 
vile and ſordid, and to diſrobe them of all 
ſecular Privileges and Dignities, is to bring 
them to the Pattern of Chriſt and his Apo- 
{tles : It is the Duty, it ſeems, of Chriſtian 
Princes 70 keep the Charader of the Clergy 


7 of Heathen Emperors ; and to ſuffer them- 
q ſelves to be abus'd is the indiſpenſible 
7 Duty of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, and Con- 


tempt and Poverty are the peculiar Orna- 


I ments of a Miniſterial Spirit. All Eccle- 
fſiaſtical Grandeur is Popiſh and Antichri- 
ſtian; and becauſe the Diſſenting Preachers 


are maintain'd upon the Alms, and fed out 
of the Baſket of their Followers, theſe Pen- 


fioners of the Party labour to raiſe the In- 
dignation of the People againſt the Reve- 
nues of the Church, inſomuch, that if any 
of them have at any time a Mind to exer- 
ciſe their Zeal and Malice, they fall a 


whetting their Claws upon. Gowns and 


Cafſocks ; and tho' theſe Wretches are very 


little to be admir'd for their Manners and 
Ingenuity Upon any Account, yer their Bar- 
barity ſhews it ſelf in nothing more ſbame- 
leſly, than in this Inſolence towards Men ſo 
infinitely their Betters, by the. Right both of 
their Parts and Education : This is a Rude- 
neſs peculiar to themſelves, from all other 
Savages in the World beſides; and tho" we 
| A rake 


* 


as low as it was reduc'd by the Perſecution 
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xiv The PREFACE. 
rake * ra and the Weſt- Indies, there | 
are no People ſo prodigionſly fallen from all 
Senſe 0 e * eil Modes as 
ro think their Prieſthood the moſt. plauſible 
Objet upon which they can diſcharge their 
Malice ; much leſs to think it an Argument of 
their Loyalty and Acceptance with their 
Prince, to effrant and vilify the Officers of M1 
thoſe facred Rites, to which he himſelf ſub- Hi 
mits in the Exerciſe of his ozvn Devotions, | 
But, hard Fate ! We, the Clergy of this 
Church, and only We, ſeem to be cut off 
from the common acknowledg'd Rights of 
Prieſthood, as if there were an Exception 
againſt us in the general Rule, and all the 
Miniſters of Religion were to be honour'd 
except thoſe of the Church of England. 
So that were it not for the Right we expect 
at à juſter Bar than that of Man's Fudg- 
ment, we . were the moſt unhappy of the Cre- 
ation; for we are treated here, as EA ode 
had no Claim to the Civility and Good- 
Nature of Mankind, but were either ano- 
ther Race, of Creatures, or Outlaws of 
this. The Apoſtle T it reaſonable we 
ſhould be worthy of double Honour, but 
' the World thinks ſingle Reſpe# too much 
for us, and treble Contempt ſcarce ty 
We look not for the great Regards or | 
nerations of the World, and tis not fit we 
ſhould ;, but yet there is no Man, that is not 
perfetly Thipid, but would be ſenſible 4 
| UC 
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ach Treatment; and I think we ought to 
eſent it, fince the Ground of our Reproach 


75 V, Contempt upon Religion, if not upon the 
lc BAuthor of it Abſtraf us from our Rela- 
ir ion to that, and our Order may, without 
of Boaſting, pretend to as much Wiſdom and 


Knowledge, Ingenuity and Virtue, as other 


of MMen: Our Education is as handſome and 
b- Ringenuous, and I know not why the Parts 


ef the Clergy ſhould not be equal to thoſe 
is ef other Ways of Breeding ; - ſo that we 
might paſs well enough in the World, and, 
or ought I know, meet with tolerable Re- 


on ception in it, were it not that God has ho- 
18 1 he 2 TEE” : ; 
72 nourd us with the Dignity of being hir _— 


4 FEmbaſſadors, and has employ'd us in the 
4. Affairs of Souls. And therefore, upon the 
& I whole Matter, I muſt ſay, that we are ſo 
ar from having Honour for our Office aud 
our Work-ſake, that we are leſſend by 
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„% them; and if a Clergyman chance to meet 
L- 8 with reſpective Entertainment in the World, q 
the Kindneſs is extorted by ſome perſonal q 
f Aduantages he owns, and not given him for [ 
% Þ bis Character and Function; mo, he's 1 
it || taken down, and is ſo much leſs in Conſi- } 
h deration of it. So that God himſelf is i 
D, | afronted, and Religion vilih d, by the ex- i 
- Þ ceffrve Scorn that is thrown upon the Diſ- f 
2 penſers of his Truth and Laws; and 'tis 1 
it | Pity that our Concernment in this Matter i 
Full not permit us, without incurring more i 
a W | Re- | 
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Reproach, to reprove this Indignity to our 
common Saviour : But, alas ! all we can 
do, without the loud Imputation of preach- 
ing up our ſelves, is to bear our Reproach 
in Silence, and to mourn in Secret for that 
horrid Atheiſm and Scorn of all Religion, 
or of the beſt, which is the Occaſion of it; 
for where there is Contempt of the Clergy 
above-board, there muſt be a Diſvalue of 

Religion under it. Drs 

And therefore it highly imports Authority 

to nip this wanton Humour in the Bud, 
and to cruſh it whilſt "tis young and ten- 
der, for as yet it has found but ſlender En- 
tertainment with wiſe and ſober Perſons ; 
Ai ſcreet Men, that have not more Religion, 
have yet at leaſt more Wit and good Man- 
ners: The only Zealcts in the Cauſe, are 
the young Nurſelings, and ſmall Infantry 
of the Wits, the wild and hair-brain'd. 
Youths of the Town; a Sort of Creatures 
that ſtudy nothing but Oaths and Idleneſs. 
that deſign nothing but Debauchery and 
Extravagance, that aſpire to no higher Ac- 
compliſhments, than a few Shavings of Wit 
gather d out of Plays and Farces, and theſe 
they abuſe too, and labour to pervert their 
innocent Expreſſions to obſcene and irre- 
ligious Purpoſes, ſo that Shakeſpear and 
Dryden are profan'd as well as the Holy 
Scriptures : Tie theſe Apes of Wit, and 
Pedants of Gentility, . that would make 
Atheiſm 
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910 Atheiſm. the Faſbion, and Profaneneſs the 
an CharaGer of a Gentleman, that think it 


h- a Piece f, Gallautry to ſcoff at Religion, j 
ch 4roll upon God, and burleſque his Embaſ- "= 
ar ſadors; that account it an Argument of 
n, Ingenuity and Tudgment to be above the 


$i; Follies , Conſcience, and the nobleſt Part 
zy f 4 genteel Behaviour to counterfeit an 
of aug biy and ſupercilious Diſdain of Religi- 
| ous Sneaks, and to beg all Men that are 
ty reſpęctful to their Conſciences, for ſoft and 
4, Prieſt-ridden Fools, to be ſcar'd with the 


* 


n- empty Thunder, and fantaſtick Dread of 
wa inviſible KOWErR. ; PFG 
| Nom, certainly, theſe mighty Caſuiſts mu 

n, needs be ee AF to judge T4 
the moſt ſerious Enquiries in the World. Are 

"e they not likely, think you, to ſurvey the deep 

y Foundations of Religion, to ſearch into 
the Grounds of Faith, to take an Account 

TY i 4 the Credibility of the Scriptures, or the 

t ucceſhon of the Chriſtian Prieſthood ? 

F And when they have ſo utterly emaſculated 
their Bodies and Underſtandings with Wine 

it and Women, are they not prodigiouſly able 

5 to examine what agrees with, or diſſents from, 


7 the Dictates of pure and impartial Reaſon ? - 
. || Are they not likely to determine what is = 
truly Great and Generous, that neuer 8 
1 heard of am other Maxime of Philoſo- Y 
4 hy, but. what they have pick'd up at jl 
c Plays, our f the ſtiff Diſputes of Love i 
] Na: 1 | and 1 

4 

4 
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and Honour ? And are they not in a fair 
Way to give an Account of the Records of 
paſt Ages, that were never acquainted with 
= any Hiſtory, than perhaps that of the Fol- 
lies and Intrigues f 4 Foreign Court, or 
the Knight-Errantry of the Biſhop f 
B-——r? And yet how briſkly do theſe 
giddy Youths determine theſe' and a thou- 
ſand other difficult Theories, that they never 
bad Learning or Patience enough to under- 
ftand, mich leſs, to make an exact and ſatis- 
Hing Search into their Truth and Evidence. 
| * young Men |: you are tos raſh and 
forward; your Confidence tells above your 
Underſtandings; "tis not for you to pre- 
tend to Atheiſm, ro mock God, and ridicule 
Prieſts ; tis too great 4 Privilege for Boys 
and Novices ; tis Saweyneſs for you to 
be Profane, and to cenſure Religion, Impu- 
dence and Ill-Manners; and what ſbever 
rational Pleas Atheiſm may admit of, or 
| bow open ſocver are the Cheats of Prieſts, 
"tis not for ſuch as you to pretend to Wit 
and Learning enongh to underſtand or detect 
them , and therefore take heed of expoſing 
your Vanity and Weakneſs ; be advis'd not 
to ſet = before your Time; and better furniſh 
your Underſtandings before you pretend to 
Ear Wi wr 3851, 5 
And yet, methinks, tis pretty to hear one 
of theſe little Muſhrooms charge Religion 
with' Credulity and Enſmeſs of Belief, _ 
12 0 pe 


* + #4 
© 0 „ „„ „ po, 1. 00,” 6 
„ Fw X i Ss 


The PRE FACE. Kix 
tall confidently, that tis Want of Judgment 
and Enquiry that betrays Fools and igno- 
rant People to be ſcar d with the Tales and 
Threatnings Ff ambitious tricking Prieſts, 
tho" it be ſo utterly impoſſible, that any Men 
ſhould be more chargeable with Credulity 
than themſelves, and no Man's Faith is ca- 
able of being more Implicite than the Infi- * 
delity of” theſe Wretehes; nor can the moſt 
Iilicerate Peaſant rake up his Country's 
Religion hn more ſlender Grounds and 
Motives. In ſhort, theſe empty Spunges ſuck 
in Opinions for their Agreeableneſs with their 
debauch'd and licentious Practices, with- 
out ever conſidering their Truth and Evi- 
dence ; for, alas ! they never troubled their 
Heads with ſuch Enquiries ;” and therefore, 
whatever they pretend, tis not their Reaſons 
but their Luſts that cavil at the Principles 
L 3 Religion, and they expoſe the Clergy 
becauſe they diſturb them in their Vices. 
Their Irreligion is an After-game f their 
Debauchery, they are forc'd to it in their 
- own Defence; their Wickedneſs has made 
Infidelity their Intereft, and Atheiſm their 
Refuge ;, and then they cannot, will not be- 
Tieve, for no other Reaſon but only becauſe 
they dare not. : 1 
Nor is the Pedantry and Ill-Manners of 
theſe Rakes leſs notorious than their Debau- 
_ Cheries ; they never meet with a Clergyman 
Learning and Reputation, but — 
/ | L 4 
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be pecking at bim with their Quibbles and 
Objections; and if be ſlight their Imperti- 
'nence, (as all diſcreet Men do) then he 
next Time they meet their dear Hearts, with 
hat triumphant Shrugs do they boaſt their 
Succeſs againſt the Man in Black, and ſo 
laugh and drink themſelves into Confidence 
and Folly ? And. what more Rude and 
'Clownith, han to loath and nauſeate him 
with the Filthineſs of their Diſcourſe, to 
pelt him with Oaths, or Ribaldry, or A- 
theiſtical Drollery,which he ig oblig'd (were 
he inwardly as great a Villain as them- 
ſelves) to deteſt by his Profeſſion? A Piege 
f Breeding much like his, that would ne- 
wer entertain a Veſtal with any other Con- 
werſation than by deſcribing the Rites of 
Priapus, or the laſcivious Arts of Cleo- 
patra. e 15 5 
And ſo T leave theſe Offenders to the Cor- 
rection of the Publick Rods, and, believe 
me, 'tis high Time that Authority check and 
chaſtiſe this Boyiſh Humour; yr at the 
fame Time that Men ſhake Hands with Re- 
ligion, they bid Adieu to Loyalty; in that 
whilſt they own ns:Tyes of Conſcience, they 
know no Honeſty but Advantage, and 
Intereſt 7s the only Endearment of Duty 
ro their Prince; and therefore, whenever 
this happens to run counter to their Loyal- 
ty, "tis then the ſtrongeſt and moſt effeFual 
 Inducement to Attempts of Treaſon and Re- 
A r 
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bellion ; and thus they may prove good 
Subjects, as Rogues and Outlaws are, who 


will be þoneſt when tis their Intereſt .; but 


when lis not, then any Thing is their Duty 
that contributes to their Security. And, 
therefore, I leave it to Authority to conſi- 
der how much it concerns them to reſtrain 


the Infolence of this wanton Humour, 


and to puniſh thoſe who make it their Buſi- 
neſs to propagate 1rreligious Principles, as 
the worſt and moſt dangerous Enemies t 
the Se... 3 8 
But when theſe doughty Heroes of Infi- 
delity are laying themſelves out in ſcoffing 
at Religion, and drolling pon the Prieſt- 
hood, it is obſervable, that they confine 
their Characters to, one Party of Men only, 
all the Saints, it ſeems, being. of the other 
Side. An Edinburgh Doctor of Divinity, 
and a Student in the Temple, tells his Rea- 
der, that when he charges the Clergy with 


being guilty of all the Vices and Villany of 
'Men and Devils, he means only ſome of 


the Clergy; and a modern Apologiſt, for 


fear of Miſtakes, informs us, that the harm- 
leſs Deſcriptions, in his little "Treatiſe, are 


intended only for the Picture of one Set 
of Men; and who, I beſeech you, are the 
choice Exceptions from the general Rule, 


but the very Originals of thoſe Characters 
that are ſo unjuſtly fæ d upon the Ortho- 


dox 
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dox Clergy? Who are they but the wretched 
Scum of the Priefthood, who glory in ma- 
king the whole Order as vile as their own 
Morals, and as publickly infamous as thein 
mn Extravagthces.” 3 oro $519 

The Sectariſts have their Champions like- 

wiſe ; Mr. T——land, the great Advocate 
of Mahometaniſm and Preſbytery, after 
be had diſebargd his Poyfon upon the 
Clergy in 25 laſt Preface, gives this Cau- 

tion; Let it be always underſtood, that 
I mean corrupt. and intereſted Priefls, the 
bittereſt Enemies to good Miniſters, for 
whom I both have and ſhall ever retain 

the higheft Veneration; ſo that the Church 
Clergy are the corrupt Prieſts, and the 
Conventicle Teachers are the good Mini- 
ſters; 2 ſmart Conceit, and diſtinguiſp a 
like a Derviſe! n Ba. eee 
But, alas ] how eaſy is it for 15 to Recri- 
minate, and make Reprifals upon the Diſ- 
ſenting Preachers? Who torture their Di f 
courſes into a Dialogue of Hickups and 
Grimaces between themſelves and their Au- 
dience, and are ſuch Barbarians. and Sa- 
ages as. to imagine, thar Roaring and Ra- 
ving Fury is far more Noble than Speikifig 


CY £ 


or Reaſoning. They build their Intereſt u 
on Glozing and Hypocriſy, and play” th 
Paraſites for their Bread, and are furt d fo 
ah over the reigning. Sins of the People, 
28 FO 3 


\ 


The, PREFACE! aun 


3 * 1 


| Pepin are meer tattoo and 15 2 — 


1273 will ſerve as Common Place 4 


gainſt britney it ſelf: ; neither the ſcurril 


Wit of of that Poon Lucian, nor the Malice 


Prieſthood of the Chriſtians." 


againſt 


And with what Face can they ſet up for Tem- 


perance and Sobriety, after ſo many noto- 
rious Inſtances they have given the World, 
Both in their Cups and in their Paſſions, of 


Luxury and Profaneneſs? And. really; ha⸗ 5 


pitual Looſeneſs and Impiety is "become," . 
late, the Character of many f them, "c only 
there is no Sin in the Saints ; bur as it was 
ſaid of Cato, Tntemperance f all rather be 
4 Virtue, than Cato not Virtuous 5 ſo 
Dranikenacfs and Senſuality ſpall rather be 
no Vices, than theſe Precious Miniſters re. 
puted Vicious. 

nd if there be any ſuch Are iy th 
Earth as Prieſtcraft, theſe Mechanick 
Preachers are Maſters of the Myſtery, for 

by this Craft they have their Wealth ; 
and if the Laity are Prieſt-ridden, it is by 
theſe compleat Jockeys, who ride a Cock- 
horſe upon the Shoulders Lg the Rabble, as 
the Saints and Patrons of True Proteſtants : 
Who rode more furiouſly than they when they 
got into the Saddle, when an Almighty, 
Inqui- 


he 5 the Apoſtate, baving «ff any 
% bel fo Nanda lons in all their Libels 
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Inquiſition was ſer up in.every Pariſh, when. 
fee. a Pontifical Preſbyter rule a 
king and 4 Prieſt over the Eſtates and | Con- 1 
ſciences Tan een Congregation, and 


there was but One Commandment to keep 


 inflead of Ten, Obey the Preſbyter ? He 
that has. a Mind to ſee the ſame Days again, 
or King in the 


let hin but read Preſbyter ft 


firſt Book of Samuel andzbe eighth Chap- 
ter, and he ſhall there find mbar be is rea- 


* 


And ſo I take 


tis faction, that hen the Enemies of the 


Church have. ſpit. their Venom, I ſball for 
ever rec kon it a Part of my Glory to be hated: 


and libell'd iy the common. Adverſaries of 


Religion; and when I think of Dying, I 
remember what Na ſaid, It is one of my 
hen I part from the 


9 


omforts, that w 
Dunghil of this World, I ſhall meet Le- 
le, thoſe Faithful Spirits char bad Virtue 
enough to be true to the Church and to the 
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2 HOEVER. takes the Pains 
S to ſearch into the Religious 
Ciftoins of Mankind, will find 
it difficult to diſcover a People 


ſo Barbarous, who' have not erected very 
B _ coſtly 
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2 45 Hiſtorical Slay upon the 


coſtly and magnificent Structures in Ho- 


npur of the "Deity, and for the publick 
reiſe of their Devotions; and when 


- 2 a 


facred Duties of Religion, unleſs they al- 
ſo ſet them aprt by ſome peculiar and 


1 


folemn Rite of a 10 rmal Conſecta tion. The 


Light of Natute could teach Men, that 
holy Actions were to be celebrated in holy 
and hallowed Plates,”' diſtinguiſh'd from 
vulgar Uſe by, ſome outward . Ceremony 
of Veneration/and! | ReſpeR, -i in Arder to 
give a Figure to Religion, and to impreſs 
2 more awful and devout Senſe of it up- 
on the Minds of its Profeſſots. 
It is certain, that Churches and Tem- 
ples in themſelves are no more than or- 
dinary Buildings, compounded of the 


common Materials of Lime and Stone, 


and may, without Sacrilege or Indevoti- 


on, be apply'd to any Uſe whatſoever 


the Founders pleaſe.;z but as ſoon as the 
Rite of, Con ee —4 upon them, 


they inſtan y commence Holy Ground, 


and carry with them ſuch a Spirit of 


Reverence and Sandity, as ſtrikes with a. 
mighty Influence upon religious Minds, 


above whatever they can feet in other 
Fabricks, rals'd only to anſwer the De- 
i* mands 


4 
= 


they had raisd and adorn'd* thoſe. boly 
ritdings: with all the Pomp and: Decora 
tions Hey could invent, they thought it 
not enough barely to devote them to the 


2 


Conſecration of Churches. © 3 
mands of the Animal Life, and are (a) 
Houſes only to eat and to drink in. Aud 
(6) tbo the true Worſip of God be in it 

ſelf acceptable to him, who reſpecteth not ſo. 
much in what Place, as with what Affection 


be is ſervꝰ d, and there fore Moſes in the, 


midſt "of the Sea, and Job on the Dunghil, 
were heard; yet the very Majeſty and Holi. 
neſs of the Place hath, in regard of us, 
great Virtue, Force, and Efficacy; for. that, 
it ſerveth as a ſenſible Help to ſtir up De- 
votion, and in that reſpeci, ns doubt, bet- 
tereth even pur bolieft and beſt Actions. But 
it is to be obſerv'd, if we believe a. Pa- 
iſt (e), (and will ye believe him, ye true 
Prora ?) that Churches, Altars, and 
Things inanimate, are not therefore conſe: 
crated, becauſe they are capable off, rech. 


Þ 


Dn dds 25 22K BY ts a neee A 
ing any Divine: Grace 'conferr d upon them,” 


but* becauſe 'by that Meant they acquire 4 


Spiritual Fitneſs, which renders them more . 
| / k 4 43 kd A444.) 


Proper for the Offices of Religion 
When a Church has receiv'd the holy 


Nite of Confecration, it becomes imniedi- 
ately exempt from the Power of the firſt 
Founder, who: otherwiſe might challenge 

a Propriety in it; that which the Ground 
7 Car. n . 5 e 

{b) Hooker's Ecc. Pol. B. 5. Sec 16. ; | F 
(ce) Tho. Aq. 3. par. q. 83. Artic. 3. Quad Eccleſia & Al- 


rare & alia, hujujmedi con ſecrantur, nen gula ſunt Gratiæ ſuſ: 


ceßtiva, ſed quia ex conſecratione adipi ctent nur guandam ſpi — 
ritualem virtutem, per quam apta redduntur divine cultiqh, 
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and the Expence, of, Building, made: che 


Hoy # of Man, is made by Conſecration 
7 7 e 7% n ; ASIAN 
the Houſe of Gag, and being once. dedicat- 


ed to his holy Service, the. Property 
thereof is veſted in him, and in him a- 
lone: The Founder can never after lay 
Claim to any Pretence of Right, or re- 
ſerves any Part of it for his own Uſe or 
ef without laying himſelf under 
che Guilt of Sin and Sacrilage. This cer- 
taiply was the Caſe of Ananias (d), who 
when he had fold his Houſe, kept back 
Part of the Money, asif he would divide 
tie Sum between God and himſelf; a 
dreadful Monument of Sacrilege! and, 
for ever to be remember'd by Princes 
and private Perſons, who have devoted 
any Part of their Revenues for the found-, 
ing of Churches, and yet have impiouſly 
robb'4 God, by perverting the holy Pa- 
trimbny to anſwer the Ends of Luxury 
and Ambition, or even the moſt preſſing 
EXIEFOCIES of the Publick ! The Gentiles, 
by the Light of Nature, had diſcover'd 
theſe Sentiments of Piety, and therefore 
in the Conſecration of, their Temples, they, 
ſplemnly pronouncd theſe. Words (). 
They exempted froni the Right of Men, and 

3 . I 


) Acts 5. 2. | OED 1 By - 9 
Deen dee ne e, ene e 
Shy erulas, queæque es pertinent extmere, Alex. ab Alex. Cen. 
Dia eG ropxg, wright $0720779007 95 WAP BETS: 


* » 


„„ ae” * —  - 


ing. But the true Meaning of what they 


OH | mon Uſe K the 7. emple,. 
Tables, Vault, the Altars, and whatever be» 
long d ta them; a rende hee: only. 
to the Service of that God to whom. 
the Fabrick was intended in the Dedi- 
calion. | 


. 


But, alas! Sacrilage has been long ſtruck; 


from profane. and com 


.' if We Ba 
11 14 


% 


out of the Catalogue of Engliſh Sins, and 


to exclaim againſt it, is th,write Panegy. 


ele upon the Superſtition of |P4piſts, and; 


Saiyrs upon Proteſtants : What? a Prince: 
the ſupreme Haad of the Chuteb;; and has 
not Power to diſpoſe of its Revenues F; 
Will you reflect u pon the Glory 7 of the 


firſt; Reformers, who ſeal'd their Abhox-i 
rence of Popery with their Blobd, and, 


overthrew the Kingdom of Antiebtift, | by. 
ſpoiling thoſe Fg yprians, and horrowing of 
them their Jewels of Silver, and Jewels, 


of Gold, and Raiment ? This has been 


the Puritanical Jargon from the Reforma- 
tian to this Inſtant; and the eager Eyes 
of Avarice and Ra pine have been ſtrong- 
ly fix d upon the delicious Morſels of 
Ghurch-Laids to this very Day e 
And who more forward in the Cry 


than our modern Calviniſts, who deafen' 


the People with the Din of Popery, and 
throw Religion, ike unſlack'd Lime, into 
their Eyes, and then hare them out of 
their Wits by Viſions of Popes and Gob-, 


call 
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6 4 Hiſtorical Efſay uh be 

[ call Popery is this; "the *Hncicbrift they 

= would confound is the Order of tlie Eng- 
1 Io Hierarchy; the Riglits and Offices of 
| 


the Church are the Excrements of the 
| Scarlec Whore ,, and all that is left us of 
1 Decency and Ornament in our Tæmples, falls 
ftition and Idolatry. This is the Popery 
they fear, and theſe the Papifts awy 
Hate; and all for the Sake of St. Peter's 
Futrimony, the fweet Endowments that 
90 along with them. And what is be- 
come of the Church of England at this 
Rate, or what viler Deſign for the very 
Extirpation of it can be imagin'd in the 
Whole World, than firſt to ſet the People 
a” Madding againſt Popery, and then ta 
poſſeſs them all, that the Diſcipline of the 
Ghurch is Popiſb, and the Epiſcopal Clergy 
and Laity are Prieſts and Popifts 2 Phe 
Quarrel of our SeFarifts with the Church 
| 


of Rome is not ſo much out of Zeal as: 
Faction, and they are a Terror to Popery 
only ſo far as one Competitor may be a2 
Terror to another; the Feint indeed looks 
that Way, but the Blow is made at us; ä 
for when they are dreſſing up Popery as 
formidably as they can, they take 280 n- 
dance of Pains to make the Church of 
England appear the Popiſh Monſter the7 
are deſcribing, and there it is they dif- 
charge their Venom in the End. ae 
goes mY 
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The Ule and Form | of Conſecrations 
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* HE Con ſecration of hol Places 
FIT has been a Rite, I Foo! Fox of 

es univerſal Uſe, and celebrated. 
by the Light of Nature, in all 
Ages and Nations where ever Religion: 


has made any tolerable Progreſs But 


to juſtify and give a fuller Sanction to 
this Ceremony, I ſhall lay before the 
Reader how far it has prevail'd among 
Tews, Chriſtians, and Heathens, and by 
this Means reconcile, if poſſible, -this-ve- 
nerable and ancient Uſage to the perverſe 
Taſte of thoſe ſcrupulous Devortionifts, 
who, open their Mouths wide, and by all 
the little Arts of Noiſe and Falſbood at- 


tempt to explode and banter it out of the 
mn 1 


And 


8 4 Hifldrical nM, my — 


| Muſcutus i in Gen. cap. 21. Nemus quoddam tanquam Temp), 


And the firſt” Notice "Antiquity: gi 
us of the Rite "of Confer. 725 5 
Tat, fees to be in the rale of . 
Brabham (J, who planted a Grove! in Beet- 
ſheba, and called there upon the Name of 
the Lord. The moſt learned, 18 g) Expo- 
fitors: agree, that this Grove was planted: 
for a Church or Oratory, wherein himſelf 


and others that were ſo devoted, might 


ſupplicate and preſent their Addreſſes to 
the true Jahodab; and the following g Ages; 


from this Practice of the marry were 
induc'd to conſecrate peculiar and deter- 


minate Places for the Duties of. Religion; 
and the ſucceeding Cuſtoms both of Fews. 
and Gentiles, in con ſecrating Groves, for 
the Uſes of Sup ers 224 Idolatry. 
of which Marlon” 1s Renter mage 
if the 5 makes it pHin and 
dent, that they conceiv'd' this plantin ng 
a 4 Grove, 85 Abraham, was Par the 
nſecrating of it to the Service of God, 
for the ſolemn | Invocation. of his 
Name: of 
"The cars Hol 7 gives us an AC 
count of Facob, that hen he beheld the 
Gs bon, gets WH awaked OM TI 2. —.—— 
41 


1 1 Larne Orationis & Eeeleſie 2 {ol 3 inter 3 


* 


effecit, . ut eſſet Oratorium tam ſibi quam ali colentibus verun 
Deum. Cajetan. in locum. | 
(0) Gen. 28. 16, 17. 
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Greek 


diſt 
0056 


che A 


roſe up eurly in the Morning, and took: the 


Stone which. he had pur for bis Pillow; and 
ſer it up for a pillar, and pour'd Oy l on 


the T5 of it; and then, and not till then 
that it was thus conſecrated, he call'd the 
NMuime of the. Place Bethel, which in the 


dedicated to his own Worſhip ; and in 


Reference to this Conſecration, this Place 
was thought the moſt proper, even by 
God himſelf, for the Patriarch () zo offer 
Sacrifice to the Lord, and to perform his 
Vows, Nor can I doubt, but that when 
Feraboam the Son df Nebar made Choice 


of (1) Bethel to be tlie Seat of one of 


his Golden Calvki, che had Reſpect unto 
its Conſeceation by: the Patriarch Jacob, 


there being other wiſel many Places in his 
new uſurpid Kingdom of more Convety- 
ende for his Subjects, and lefs obnoxious 


to the Power of the Kings of Judah than 


this Bethel was-y and without Queſtion, 
@ of Fac, ini\conſecrating the Stone 
| with HAY N NN r CG 31 128 4 a0 3 . 
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ſaid, Hare dreddfi ul is this Place „that He 


anguage ſignifies the Horſe! of God. 
So venerable was the Eſteem of this Act 
of Facob's in the Sight of God, that he. 
iſtinguiſhid himſelf by the Name of the 

_— Bethel, as a Place immediately 
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10 A Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
at Bethel gave the ſame Occaſion to Fero- 
Hhoam to profane it, by ſetting up his Gol- 
den Calves, as the Grove of Abraham en- 
tic'd the 1dolatrous 7e and Gentiles to 
profane the like Places with as impure 
Abominations. | * SJ. „C 
But this, the Adverſaries of this Rite 
will object, is no more than human Inven- 
tion, a Ceremony of Pomp, uſed only by the 
Patriarch, without any poſitive and ex- 
preſs Command from God himſelf. In An- 
ſwer to this Cavil, (which we always 
hear of when Argument fails) let us look 
into the Dedication of the Tabernacle, and 
we ſhall find, that tho' it was made by 
God's own Appointment, tho' he pre- 
ſcrib'd as well the! Matter as the Form 
of it, and deſcended even to the Nomi- 
nation of the Workmen that were to 
take care of its Embroidery, yet he did 
not think fit it ſhould be uſed in his 
publick Worſhip till it had been dedlicat- 
ed to that ſacred End and Purpoſe ;; for 
thus God ſpeaks to Moſes in the Way of 
Precept (in), Thon ſhalt take the anointing 
yl and anoint the Tabernacle, and all that 
is therein, and ſbalt hallo it, aud all the 
Veſſels thereof, and it ſball be holy; and 
thou ſhalt anoint the Altar of the Burnt-Of- 
Fering, and all his Veſſels, and ſanctify the 
Altar, and it ſhall be an Altar moſt holy. 
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(in) Exod. 40. 9. 
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Clbſecrition of Churches? ., Bf 
And thus did Moſes in Conformity to 


God's Commands, he rear'd up the Ta- 


bernacle, and diſpos'd of every Thing 


therein in its proper Place, hallowing the 


Tabernacle, and the Altar, and the Veſ- 


ſels of it; and then, and not till then, was 


it thought fit for publick Sacrifice, and 
to be honour'd with the Solemnity . of 
the Divine Preſence; for, as it follows 
in that Chapter, firſt Moſes offer'd upon 
the Altar, fo prepar'd and conſecrated, 2 
Burnt-Offering and a Meat-Offering, as the 
Lord commanded, and then God vouch- 
ſaf'd à publick $; that he took Poſ- 
ſeſſion (n), A Clog then cover d the Tent 
of the Congregation, and the Glory of "the 


Lord Al '4 the Tabernacle. 


The ſolemn Form of this Conſecration 
is thus related by the (9) Fewiſh Hiſto- 
rian in a more particular Manner; In 
e the Beginning of the ſecond Year, in 
„the Month which the Macedonians call 
* Tantichus, and the Hebrews, Niſan, up- 
„ on the New Moon, they dedicated the 


* Tabernacle, and all Things belonging 


to it; and God prefently teſtify'd, that 
ce both their Gifts and Works were ac- 
* ceptable in his Sight by his Preſence, 
* honouring the Tabernacle after this 


fr Manner; the Sky being elſewhere clear 
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1 2 An Hiſtorical. Eſſay _ the, 


„ ind. fair, over the CORD. alone 
« © there. WAS 2 Cloud not wholly thick, 
nor yet ſo thin that a Man Could ſee 


60 thro it, from whence there deſcended 


« 2 Dew. that. gave Teſtimony, of God's 
{4 Freſence unto, them that had Faith ; 

. „ Moſes . having recompens'd all the 
„ Workmen with ſuch Rewards as they 
- * ſeverally deſery'd, offer'd Sacrifice ac- 

* cording as Gch had commanded him 
04 in the Door of the Porch of the Ta- 
ce * hernacle, 2 Bull, a Ram, and à Kid, for 

* their Sins; and with the Blo of of the 

„ ſlaughter'd Beaſts he ſprin kled; the 
* Veſtments of Aaron, and pur 74 both, 
* him and his Children ilk ountain- 
% Water and the precious Ointment, to 
e the End that they might be ſandify'd 
4 to God. And for ſeven Days Space. he 

*; conſecrated both them and their Veſt- 
| « ments, and the Tabernacle, and thoſe 


the aboye- mention d, with the 


44 e of Bulls e Kat, The, Ba every 
115 5 
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s, on lein to 2 one another, * 
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„ more than this, it was beliey'd 


in theſe elder Times, that the Country 


or Territory wherein was no Place {ec 
apart for the Worſhip of God, was Un- 
| ballow'd and Unclean ; which, I think, I 


rightly gather from that i Story in the 
Book of Foſhua, of the Altar built by 


Reuben, Gad, and the half Tribe of Ma- 
nalleb, upon the Bank of the River For- 
dan, which Foſhua and the-Elders, as the 
Words intimate, ſuppos'd they had done, 
leſt the Land of their Poſſeſſion, being 


*> 


Land of Canaan, (where the Lord's Ta- 
bernacle was) and ſo having no Place 
therein conſecrated to the Worſhip of 
God, might otherwiſe be an Unclean and 
Unhallowed Habitation. Hear the Words 
of, Phinehas and the Princes ſent to diſ- 
ſwade them, Foſhua xXii. 19. and judge 
whether they import not as I have ſaid, 


IF the Land, ſay they, of your Poſſeſſion be + 


L nclean, then paſs ye over into the Poſſef- 
fron of the Lord, where the Lord's  Taber- 
nacle dwelleth, and take Poſſeſſion amone ſi 
us; but rebel not againſt the Lord, nor a- 


gainſt us, in building you an Altar, beſides 


f ES þ 


tbe Altar of the Lord your God. 


After 


Conſecration of Churches, 13 


* crifices according as it was commanded 


by the River Jordan cut off from the 
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14 4 Hiftorical Eff y upon the 


After this great Example of the Tab - 
| nacle, we find 2 ſolemn Dedication of by 
Temple built by Solomon, celebrated 
with Prayer and Sacrifices in the moſt 
devout and magnificent Manner. ( 5) And 
God vouchſaf'd a viſible Teſtimony of 
his Preſence; for it came to paſs 90 the 
Prieſts were come out F the holy Place, 
(where they had laid the Ark). that he 
_ Cloud fill d the Houſe of the Lord, ſo that 
the Prieſts could not ſtand to miniſter becauſe 
of the Cloud, for the Glory of the Lord bad 
Id the Hoe W. the Tord. (4) ©- Theſe 
Things the Wiſdom of Solomon did not 
m . ſuperfluous ; he knew how ea: 
„ fily that which was meant ſhould be 
“ Holy and Sacred, might be drawn from 
the Ie whereunto it was firſt pro- 
„ vided; he knew how. bold Men are 
« even to take from God himſelf; how 
hardly that Houſe would be kept from 
« jmpious Profanation he knew, and right 
* wiſely endeayour'd, by ſuch Solemni- 


* 


<« ties, to leave in ey Minds of Men 


that Impreſſion which might ſome what 
<« reſtrain their Boldneſs, and nouriſh a 
« reverend Affection towards the Houſe 
6e of God. A 

When 


8 Kings 8. * * 
: (2) Hooker Ecc, Ful. Book 5. Seel. 22 
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When this Temple was deſtroy'd, and 
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'- IF rebuilt by Zorobabel, after the Return of 
- the Iſraelites from Captivity, we have an 1 
4 account of a ſecond Dedication of it (7). | 
ſt And the Children of Iſrael, the Prieſts, and 
7 the Levites, and the reſt of the Children of 
8 the Captivity, kept the Dedication” of this 

1833 of God with pp.. 
q Ihe extraordinary Zeal of Darius, a 
; Pagan Prince, towalds the erecting and 


2 
2 
4 the perpetuating of this Temple, is very 
” ſurpriſing; he was wonderfully ſolici- 
? Þ tous abour this Fabrick ; he reſtor'd the 
Golden and the Silver Veſſels that were 
carry'd to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, 
| and made a Decree, That his own Goods, 
and a Branch of his Royal Revenue, 
ſhould go towards the Building and the 
Magnificence of the Work. This Decree 
he confirm'd with a ſecond, and a+ very 
-folemn one (H), That whoſoever' ſhall alter 
his Word, let Timber be pull'd down from 
hig Houſe, and being ſet up, let him be 
hang d thereon, and let his. Houſe be. made 
4 Diinghil for this; and the God that hath 
cauſed his Name to dwell there, deſtroy. all 
Kings and People that ſhall put to their Hand 
0 alter and to deſtroy this Houſe of God 
| which ig at Jeruſalem. I, Darius, haue 
-made a Decree, let it be done with Speed. 
RR ee — —_— — 
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(r) Ezra 6. 16. 
(s) Ezra 6. IT, 12. 
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16 As Hiſtorical Eſſay apon the 
Herod, from an Air of Popularity more 
than from any Value for Religion, pull'd 
down this Temple of Zorobabel, aud built 
it again with many Additions of Orna- 
ment and Magnificence: With what Ala- 
erity and Pomp the Dedication of this | 
Temple was celebrated, we have an Ac- 
count from the Fewiſh. Hiſtorian in this 
Manner (:): © The People were reple- 
© niſh'd" with the Pulneſs of Joy, and 
every one gave Thanks'unto God, be- 
©, cauſe the whole Work was ſo ſpeedily 
* finiſh'd ; and they wiſh'd all Happineſs 
to the King for his Coſt and Diligence 
in the Execution and Finiſhing of it; 
© and they celebrated a great Feaſt in 
Honour of the Reſtoration of the 
MiTemples?) {id e 5 Blood 
Upon the Profanation of this Temple 
by Antibehus, Judas Maccabeus was: fo 
concern d about the Conſecratian of it a- 
gain, that (u) be choſe Prieſtt of -blamelefs . 
9 arion, ſuch as had Pleaſure in the 
Law, 5 —5 alean sd the Sandtunm, and bare 
out the del Stones into an unclean Place; 
and when ac they conſulted what to do"with 
the Altar of Burnt- Offerings which was pro- 
fan'd, they thought it beſt to pull it down, 
"left'ir ſhould be u Reproacbh to them, becauſe | 
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| — Confectation of Churches 17 
the Heathen had defiled it, therefore they 
led it down ; and now he proceeds to 


the Dediieation (x), Look, ſays the Hiſto- 
rian, at what Time and what Day the Hea. 
then had defiled it, even in that was it de- 


dicated with Songs, and Citherns, and 
Harps, and Cymbals ; and ſo they kept the 
Dedication of the Altar eight Days, and 


= PR eg with Gladneſs, and 


acriſio d the Sacrifice of Deliverance and 
r ; 

1 fall conclude this Account of the 
Fewiſh Nation, to prove the Antiquity of 
this holy Rite, with what Mr. Hooker ob- 
ferves upon the ſame Occaſion (x), © The 


“Argument which our Saviour uſes a- 
+ gxinſt Profaners of the Temple, he 
A taketh from the Uſe whereunto it was 
* with Solemnity confecrated; and as the 


4 Prophet Feremy forbiddeth the carry- 
* ing of Burdens upon the Sabbath, be- 
* cauſe that was a [an@ify'd Day, ſo be- 


© cauſe the Temple was a Place ſancti- 


* fd, our Lord would not ſuffer, no, 
„ not the Carriage of a Veſſel thro? it. 
“ Chriſt would not ſuffer that the Temple 
* ſhould ſerve for a Place of Mart. 


„When therefore we ſan&ify or ballow 


* Churches, that 1 we do 1s only 
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(w) 1 Macc. c. 4. v. 54 56, 57 
: (* Hook. Ecc, Pol. Book 5 Sect. 12. 
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18 4 Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 


* to teſtify that we make them Places of 


„ publick Reſort, that we inveſt God him- 
* ſelf. with them, that we fever them 
<. from ' common Uſes, 5+, ooh 4h 
Thus have I acquitted my ſelf, (and 
fully, I am perſwaded) in defending the 
Uſe and Antiquity of this Rite of Conſe- 
cration among the Fews; wherein it ap- 
pears, with what Strictneſs and Solem- 
nity they conſecrated their Temples and 
Altars, and how careful they were in re- 
newing this Rite when their Temple was 
rebuilt, even upon the old Foundation, 
or their Altars profan'd : , It might have 
been wifh'd, therefore, that our firſt Re- 
ormers, in Imitation of thoſe religious 


Fews, had conſecrated again the Churches 
and Altars they receiv'd from their 
Popiſh Anceſtors; becauſe there are 


ſome Things that border near upon 1do- 


latry and Superſtition, 1n Part of the Ro- 


man Worſhip and Ceremonies : This, per- 
haps, would have filenc'd the Cry of Po- 
pery againſt us at its firſt ſetting out, tho? 
the Noiſe of it is now become ſo loud 


and frightful, as not eaſily to be charm'd 
down. The Puritans, in the very Infan- 


cy of the Reformation, took abundance 
of Pains to reproach our Churches as the 
Temples of Baal, and as abominable Styes, 
only upon the Account of their having 
been profand with the Rites of Pepery ; 

W Feet 


N . aaa. 


5 et it is obſervable, that their Poſterity, 
in the Great Rebellion, could eaſily digeſt 


that Scruple, and exerciſe their Sort of 
Devotion in the very ſame Churches, and 


Ceremony of a new Conſecration. 


ieee eee ee eee eee eee 


The Practice of the Old Romans in the | 
Conſecrations of their Temples. _ 


„I that I might not ſeem to 


Fudaize, by laying too great a 


8 Streſs upon the Practice of the 
Fews in their Conſecrations, I 


| proceed to ſhew, what I hinted before. 
that this Rite 1s abſolutely Moral, and 


no Part of the Ceremonial Lam; be- 
cauſe. the Heathens had diſcover'd, by the 


Light of Nature, that publick Edifices, de- 
ſign'd for the Purpoſes of Religion and 
divine Worſhip, ought to be ſolemnly 
dedicated, or ſet apart by a diſtin& Form 
of Words, for thoſe holy Uſes. 

And here, to go no farther than the 
Roman Story, being the beſt conſtituted 


and the moſt flouriſhing State among the 
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20 An Hiſtorical Eſſay hun be 


Heathens, we have, in its firſt Infancy, 
an Account of a Temple dedicated by Ro- 
mulus unto Jupiter Feretrius, of which 
Livy gives this Relation (, Jupiter Fe. 


retri (inguit Romulus) bes tibi viddor Rew 


- Regia arma fero, Templumque iir Regio- 
nibus quas meo animo metatus fum, dedico, 
ſedem opimis ſpoliis que Regibus Ducibuſque 


Hoſtium caſo, me autorem ſequentes poſtert 


nto which Words of Romulus, 


erent. | 
| beine the formal Words of the Dedication, 


the Hiſtorian adds his own, Hæc Templi 


eſt origo, quod emnium primum Rome Sacra- 


tum eſt; this is the Original of that Tem- 
ple, which was the firſt that was ever de; 
dicated in the City of Rowe. To ſet this 


Matter in the cleareſt Light, we are to 
obſerve, that Romulus, having vanquiſh'd 


Tolumnius, a poor neighbouring King, in 


the Head of his Army, and brought his 


Armour into Rome in triumphant Man- 


ner, deſign'd to ere& a Temple to Fupi- - 
ter, from hence nam'd Feretrius, for the 


ſafe ſecuring and preſerving of thoſe glori- 


ous Spoils ; and having ſo deſign'd the 


Temple, he thus addreſſes himſelf to the 
God; O Jupiter Feretrius, J. by this Fa- 
voter made a Conqueror, do here preſent unto 
thee theſe Royal Arms, and dedicate, or de- 
ſign, unto thee 4 Temple in thoſe Regions 
| Is | 3:5 3:1 wok 
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which. in my Mind I have mark'd out for 


that great Purpoſe, to be a Seat for thoſe 
rich Spoils, which Poſterity, following my 


Example, having ſlain Kings or the Chief 
Commanders 4 their Enemies, ſhall preſent 
unto thee. Which Form of Words did fo 
appropriate that Place to the Service of 
Jupiter, that afterwards it was not to be 
debas'd to any other Uſes. 
This was done by Romulus himſelf ; 
but afterwards, when Numa Pompilius had 
improv'd the Diſcipline of Religion, and 
eftabliſh'd a fix d Prieſthood, tho* Kings 
and Conſuls might defign and dedicate, 
or in other Words, prepare a Temple for 
their Gods, (for ſo the Word ſignifies in 
their ancient Rituals) yet the Conſecra- 
tion of it was the peculiar Office of 
the ' Pontifex Maximus; and the Chief 
Prieſt did uſually perform that Ceremo- 
ny, as plainly appears by the Caſe of 
Cams Flauius For whereas by the Laws 
of Rome it was permitted only unto Con- 
ſuls, or ſuch as commanded in Chief, to 
ere& Temples for the Gods, Cornelius Bar- 
batus, who was then the Chief Prieſt, was 
requir'd by the People, notwithſtanding, 
to conſeerate the Temple of Concord, that 
\ was built by this Flavins, tho* a Man of 
-mo- publick Office or Character in the 
Commonwealth; of which Tranſaction 


Livy gives this Account, Ædem Concordie 
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22 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 

in ared Vulcani ſummd Nobilium invidid de- 
dicavit; coactuſque conſenſu Populi Corne- 
lius Barbatus, Pontifex Maximus, verba præ- 
ire, cum more majorum negaret niſi Confu- 
lem aut Imperatorem poſſe Templum dedi- 
care. He dedicated, with the greateſt Envy 
of the Nobility, the Temple of Concord in 


the Court of Vulcan ; and Cornelius Bar- 
batus, by the Voice of the People, was com- 
0 


pelPd to diftate the Form of Conſecration, 


ſince, by the Cuſtom of our Anceſtors, no Man 
under the Degree of a Conſul, or an Impe- 
rator, was permitted to dedicate a Temple. 
Where we are to obſerve by the Way, 


that Templum dedicare, in the Language 


of the Hiſtorian, ſignifies only to ere& 
and prepare the Temple, (tho' we uſe it 
promiſcuouſly with the Word Conſecrate) 
and to declare unto what Deity it was 


intended; and this was the Point in Con- 
troverſy, that formerly had been permit- 


ted only unto Kings, Conſuls, and chief 


Commanders, and therefore not to be al- 
low'd to this Cains Flavius, being no 
more than a private Man; and then the 
Verba præire, to dictate or direct the Words 
by which the Temple was conſecrated, 
was the Office of the Pontifex Maximus; 
and this Cornelius Barbatus was com- 
pell'd to do by the Common People, be- 
cauſe it was againſt the ancient Cuſtom, 
that ſo great an Honour ſhould be be- 

| ſtow'd 
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Conſecration of Churches. 23 
ſtow'd upon ſo mean a Perſon as Caius 
Havius. The ſame Office was diſcharg'd 
by Plaus Elianus, who was then the 
ci Prieſt of the Romans, in the Con ſe- 
„ cration of the (z) Capitol, when the Foun- 
F aation of it was new laid, in the Time 
of Veſpaſian; and ſo Vopiſcus (a), in the 
. Life of Aurelianus, tells us, That when 
„ Ihe had fubdud. Zenobia, the gallant 
Queen of the Palmireni, he gave Orders 
to. one of his Officers to build a Temple 
with the Spoils of the conquer'd People, 
which done, he adds, that he would write 
to the Senate, ut Pontificem mittat qui de- 
dicet Templum, that they would ſend the 
Pontifex, or Chief Prieſt, who ſhould ac- 
cordingly conſecrate it; an Office, queſti- 
onleſs, that had not peculiarly belong'd 
to the Pontifex Maximus, if there had not 
been ſome certain Form, ſome appointed 
> Ceremonies, conſtantly made Uſe of in 
' theſe . which none but Per- 
I ſons of the higheſt Office and Character 
were by Law to execute. 705 
Now that there was ſome certain Form, 
ſome particular Ceremonies, always made 
IUſe of by the Chief Prieſt in their Con ſe- 
' Ycrations, appears from a Remark of Pom- 
eius Feſtus, an old Grammarian, who de- 
15 rives 
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(2) Corn. Tacit. Hiſt. J. 4. 
(4) Fla, Vopiſc. in Vit, Aurel. 
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24 As Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
krives the Latin Word Fanum (which fig- 
tiifies a Church, or Temple) from Fando; 
and the Reaſon he gives for this Detiva- 
tion is, quod dum Pontifexw dedicat, terta 
Perba fatur, becauſe the High Prieſt deli- 
vers certain Words (or 4 ceſtain ſet Form 
| of Words) in the Dedication; which Form 
: of Words, or ſome Part of them, at leaſt, | 
together with the other Rites and Cete- 
monies uſed in thoſe Solemnities, I can- 
not better ſhew than in that Summary 
or Abſtract of them which Alexander ab 
Alexandre has drawn up in the following 
Manner (2): Ea vero Conſecratio, vel 4 
Con ſule vel Imperatore accenſo foculo ſit cum 
Tibicine, verbis priſcis & folemnibus, 
præeunte vero Pontifice Maximo, præfante 
carmen, capite velato, & concione advorata 
ac juſſu populi : The Conſecration was per- 
form'd by the Conful, or Chief Commander 
of the' Army, a ſmall Fire in 4 Pan, or 
 Chafing-Diſh, being carryd by them, or be- 
fore them (as the Uſe then war); the Cryer 
with a loud Voice uſmg the old and ſolemn 
Form of Words, as they were dilfated by 
the Pontifex, or Chief Prieſt; the Pontifex 
repeating 4 ſet and certain Song, with his 
Head cover d, the whole Body of the People 
being call d together; (which laſt Clauſe, 
touching the Authority or Command of 
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the People, was fed ofily in the Time 
of the Popular Government, and not 
2. when. the Emperors, had obtain'd the 
State) and then it follows in the Author, 
Templi vero! Conſerraris fiebat, ut qui 
Templum Ademve dedicaturus erat; po- 
ſtem-teriens'accenfo feculo, & advocato 
Numine cul Templum Ædemve ſacrantur, 
Gr. Which: done, the Conſecration 
Hiſpatebd in the Following Manner "The 
yo Founder of tbe Temple (for ſo Tunderſtand 
„ the Word: Dedicaturus in this Place) lay- 
4 "of it, with. 4 ſmall Eite-Pan in bis Hand, 
„ k before was ſaid,” and calling upun tbe 
Deity to whom the Houſe or Temple wut by 
bini intended; did openty declare, 2 
fano uſu, & hùmano jure Templum;:cel- 
lam, menſas, arulas, quæque to pertinent 
+ | enximere, eaque conceptis uerbit, ipſi Nu- 
mini, (tune Numen nominat) divina hu- 
manaque omnia conſecrare; That be ex- 
"empted\from the Right of Men, and all pro- 
une and common Uſe, the Temple, Tables, 
Faullte, and Altars, and all This lelong- 
zug to them; and he dedicated and uppro- 
-priated do that ſacred Deitiy (which Deity he 
then' alſo nom d) theſe and all other both 
dire and humane Things, in expreſs 
Words, frond and defien'd for that Piir- 
fuſe” 
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26 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 


The ſame Obſervation is likewiſe made 
by Seruius upon theſe Words of Virgil 


"Tn medio mibi Cefar erit, Templimque tenebit. 


That is, ſays the Commentator, J will be- 
ſtoꝛo this Temple upon Cæſar; the Author 
uſing, in this Place, a Term frequently 
met with in the Pontificial of the ancient 
Nom, or ſuch à Word as the Roman 
Puntißfe made Uſe of in thoſe: Dedicati- 
ons (c), Nam qui TJemplum dicabat,. poſtem 
teneis dare ſe dlicebat Numini, quad ab illo 
diſcsdere. For he thut mat to dedicate the 
Templa, laying, hold on one of the Paſto: or 
Pillars M it. -deolar'd, that he heſtom d it 
N upon the Deity dv" "which, by that Deity, A. 
- even then T9; be holdem. and. enjoy d, and to 
he alienated for even from the Right of Man. 
4 Whereiby. the Way. this holding of the | 
- Poſt:or; Pillar by the Founder, was in the 


I Name-of the very, Memen to whom the 
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Temple was intended; and was like the 
holding the Ring or Key.of the Church- 
Door by him that is inducted to the Cure 
of Souls, whereby he takes Poſſeſſion in the 
Name of God. E have laid down theſe. Paſ- 
ages at large in the Words of the Author, 
that we may ſee that there were Verba 
- Priſca &. Salemnia, an ancient and pre- 
e ſcribd 
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ſcrib'd Form of Words made Uſe of in” 


the Heathen Conſecrationt, tho the whole 


Form and all the folemn Morde that were 


uſed, are no where extant in my. Au- 


| thors. 
Theſe Obſervations, hope, will be 


thought ſufffcient to ſhew how far the 
Fight 2f Nature could direct Mankind in 
the Dedication of their Temples; and 
therefore the Adverſaries of this 'Cere- 
mony ought. to forbear their Outcries of 
Fuaiſm, or'Popery, upon ſych of our Bi- 


ſhops who ſhall hereafter celebrate” the. 


holy Rite of Conſecration upon any of, 
our nem Churches. I would have it re- 
member'd likewiſe, that the ſame Light, 


| of” Natire could reach. what Veneratlon 


was due to all the boly Utenf; nfils and Ac- 
commodations that 4 * d to thoſe 


Places; haw' they became for ever exempt. 


from human Right and Ju riſdiction, never 
to be degraded to any Common or Lay 
Uſes. I cannot therefore, in this Place, 


emit to applaud the pious Care of ſore 


few Divines in qur Church, who (merely 


from à natural Regard to holy Things) 


preſerve the Linnen, and Veſtmente, and 


whatever elſe has been warn. out in the 


Offices and Duties of the Cburch, in a 
Cheſt or Repoſitory, in order to ſecure 
the Sacred Remains from being mangled 


aud abus'd to Vulgar or Domeſtick Purpoſes. 
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feſs, that (4) Temples. and Utenſils, devot-. 
ed and, lawfully - ſeparated far holy Uſes, 
U 4 2 


are holy, as juſtly related t God by i 


lawful Separation, And Mr. Hooker is of 


Opinion (2), „ That we, are not to con- 


„ demn all Things as, unmeet, the like 


* whereunto has been either deviſed or 
© uſed. haply amongſt Idolarert; for why 
1 » © LSE 

< ter. of Opinion be lawful, when they 
think that which is true, if in Action, 


* when they do that which is meet, it be. 


© not lawful to be like unto them? Are, 
ce We to forſake any true Opinion, be- 
* caule Jdolaters have maintain'd it ? Or 


* to, hun any requiſite Action, only be. 


60 caufe we have in the Practice thereof 
im poſlible Thing, but that ſometimes 
they may judge as rightly what is de- 
«cent about rhe oarward Affi of God, 
4e in greater Things what is une; no 
* therefore whatſoever Tdolaters have ei- 
ther thought or done, but whatſoever 
© they have either thought or done ida- 


* Latrouſly be ſo far forth abhorr'd. w. 
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The Care of the firſt Chriſtians: in 140 I 
ſolemn Conſecration of Places for di- 
vine Worfhip. 7 . The Methgd and So. 
lemnity uſed in the Conſecration of 4 
*<Cnreb at Tyre. | 5 5 


"<1 AM now come io enquire into 
chis Practice of the Conſecration 
of Churches among Cbriſtians; 
and here it muſt be confeſs'd, 
that there will be ſome Difficulty to diſ- 
cover the Uſe" of this Rite in the Infan- 
cy of the Goſpel, becauſe our Records of 
hw” Cuſtoms of thoſe early Times are ſo 
very obſcure ; however, I ſhall lay be- 
fore the Reader the Obſervations I hank, 
made, and not without Hope of ſhewing 
him ſome Remains of the Footſteps of 
this Ceremony, even in the AIR * 
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30 Ar Hiſtorical Eſſay pon the 

That the primitive Chriſtians had their 
fix d and appropriated Places to exerciſe 
their publick Offices ef Religion, is what 
the holy Scripture has put beyond Diſ- 


pute : Of this Nature was that Upper 


Room into which the Apoſtles and Diſci- 
ples, after their Return from the Aſcen- 
ſion of our Saviour, went up, as into a 


Place commonly known and ſeparate to 


that Uſe, there by Faſting and Prayer to 
make Chaice of a new Apoſtle, This 
was then call'd by the Name of Cenacu- 
lam Sion, or the Upper Chamber of Sion, 
ſuppos'd by ſome to have been a Part of 
the Houſe of Simon the Leper, but, how- 
ever, of ſome Diſciple of Rank and Qua- 


lity, who willingly had devoted it to 


the Uſe of the Church; it being the 
Cuſtom of ſuch Men in thoſe early Days, 
when they were not ſuffer'd to erect more 
magnificent Fabricks, to dedicate ſome 
Part of their Dwelling-Houſes for the 
holy Aſſemblies and Acts of Worſhip. 
This Upper Room, as the venerable Bede 


(Y gives the Account, was. inclos'd af- 
terwards with a beautiful Churgh, founded. 


by the holy Apoſiles ; becauſe in that Place 
they had receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt. Where 
it is to be obſerv'd, that this Church is 
faid to have been founded by the A- 
poſtles, not that they built is from the 

NY Ground, 


(f) Bede, Tom. 9, de lagis ſanctis. 
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merito & Titulo, not being. ſufficiently qua- 
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by them, as a Place peculiarly ſet apart 
for the publick Worſhip of Gd. 
In the ſecond Century we find Pope 
(g) Pius writing thus in an Epiſtle to Ju- 


8 tus Viennenſit, a particular Friend of his, 


Soror noſtra Euprepeia (ſicut hene recorda- 


ris). Titulum domus ſue pauperibus aſſig- 


navit, ubi nunc cum pauperibus noſtris com- 
morantes Miſſas agimus. Our Siſter Eu pre- 
pela has turn'd ber Houſe into z Church 


for the Uſe of the poor Servants of Cbrift, 


where now abiding with our ſaid poor Bre- 
thren we celebrate the Bleſſed Supper. And 


in another Epiſtle to the ſaid Fuſtus, thus, 


Paſtor Preſbyter Titulum condidit, & digne 
in Domino obiit. Paſtor the Prieſt has built 
a Church, and fo dy d worthily in the Lord. 
The Word Titulus in this Place is pro- 
perly render'd Church, according to the 
Erccleſiaſtical Notion of it; Churches be- 
ing call'd Tituli by the Roman Chriſtians 
of thoſe Times, becauſe by their Dedica- 
tion the Name of Chrift was, as it were, 
inſeribd upon them, as the Cuſtom of 
that Age was, to write the Names of the 


Owners upon their Houſes. And thus 


we: are to underſtand that Paſſage in the 
(Canon Law, which decrees, that Biſhops 
it none into holy. Orders, fine 
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Ground, but becauſe it was conſecrated 
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\ reſpeũ of Merit, and not provided 
we ſome 1 of officiate in. 14 to be 
ablerv d, that neither of theſe two Epi- 
files have yet been queſtion'd by our 2 
dern Criticti, nor rank'd — thoſe 
counterfeit Decratalr, whoſe Authority 
has been ſo deſetvedly reßected by aj 
learned Proteſtunt . 4 
In the next Century lid Felir ab 
Firſt, and not long after him liv'd Mar- 
cel 111, ſucceeding in the ſame See; of 
the firſt of which it is affirm'd by Meta- 
-pbraſtes, that he conſecrated the Houſe of 
Cxtilia; and of the ſecond; by. Dama ſus, 
that he con ſecrated the Houſe of Lucina, 
making theim thereby Churches, or Places 
of religious Worlhip * for the Vie! of 
[Chriſtiane. TIED Yy 
But theſe Ages of Parſidurivn, afford u us 
not ſo clear nor ſo frequent Evidences of 
-tHis Rite of Conſecration; but afterwards 
the Churches of Chriſtians hegan to wiſe 
apace, according as they met with Fa- 
vour and Protection from the 1 
Of theſe Times, ( Euſebius tells u 
that the Biſhops met with the highef 
*Refpet and Eſteem from People and Go- 
vernors, and adds, But who ſhall be able 
to reckon. up the innumerable Multitudes 
that daily flock'd to the Faith of :Chriſt, 
Ay Number of * in every 
LY; 


e 88 


—D Hiſt. Ecc. * 8. e. 1. NN ; F i ff 1 727 


with the Ground. 


City, thoſe famous Meetings of theirs in 
their Oratories and ſacred Places ſo great, 


that not being content with thoſe old 
Buildings they had before, they erected, 
from the very Foundations, more fair and 
ſpacious Churches in every City. This, 
indeed, Wwas-a very ſerene Seaſon; but, 
alas l it began to darken again, and the 
Clouds retiirn'd after Rain; for in the very 
next Chapter he tells us, that in the 
Reign of Diocleſian there came out Impe- 
rial Edicts, commanding the Perſecution 


of all Chriſtians, the Biſhops to be -impri- 


ſon d, the boly Bible to be burnt, and their 
Churches. to be demoliſh'd,; and laid; feyel 


* - . 
771 * 


Among others in theſe Devaſtations 
ſuffer'd a very noble Church at Tyre; 
which was rebuilt with abundance of 
Care and Magnificence by Paulinum the 
Biſhop, who aſſembled a great Number; of 


Prelatet and Preſvyters to celebrate its Con- 


ſecration in the moſt ſumptuous and ſo- 
lemn Manner. The Method and Form 
of this Rite among the primitive Chriſti- 
ans, will be very much illuſtrated by the 
Account Euſebius (i) gives us of this 
Confecration, which I ſhall therefore tran- 
ſlate from the Greek, And offer it, to the 
Reader in his own Words: © Bus! 
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34 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
All Mankind was now free from the 
«© Slavery and Oppreſſion of Fyrants, and 
* being releas'd from their former Miſe- 
„ ries (although ſeveral Ways, yet) all 
< acknowledg'd, as well as they could, 
* that it was the only true God who was 
the Defender of the Pious; but more 
eſpecially amongſt us (all whoſe Hopes 
* were fix d ſolely upon God's Chriſt) 
* there was an inexpreſſible Joy, and a 
kind of celeſtial Gladneſs; when we 
5 fa w all Places which, thro' the Irreli- 
gion of the Tyrants, were a little while 
c Ag totally deſtroy'd, reſtor'd to Life 
* Askit were, and recover'd from a tedi> 
« ous and fatal Ruin; and when we be⸗ 
* held the Temples ereted again from 
a the Ground to a vaſt Height, and in 
* Splendor far excelling thoſe which had 
formerly been deſtroy'd. Moreover; 
< the Emperors themſelves, in whoſe 
Hands the ſupreme Power was, by their 
continual enacting of Laus in Favour 
* of the Chriſtians, did enlarge, aug- 
ment, and confirm the Magnificence of 
* the divine Bounty towards us. There 
* were Reſcripts alſo frequently ſent 
from the Emperors, particularly to the 
* Biſhops; their Honours were encreas'd, 
and Sums of Money were beftow'd on 
" them. | | | 


* After 


After theſe Things, a SIGHT ear- 
« « neſtly pray'd for, and much defir'd by 
* us all appear'd, to wit, the Solemniza- 
tion of the Feſtival. of Dedication of 
Churches, throughout every City, and 
the Conſecrations of the new built O- 


© ratories, the frequent Aſſemblies of Bi- 


„ ſhops, the Concourſe of Strangers from 
Countries far remote, the mutual Love 
and Benevolence of the People, the U- 
nion of the Members of Chriſt's Body, 
* joyr'd together in an entire Harmony 
*.and Conſent: Therefore (agreeable to 
that prophetick Prediction, which has 
* myſtically fore-fignify'd what is to 
come) Bone was jopi d to Bone, and Foint 
* Joint; and whatever elſe that divine 
Prophecy has ænigmatically but truly 
* declar'd. There was one and the ſame 
. power of the Holy Ghoſt, which paſs'd 


2 


ethro' all the Members, one Soul im all, 
* the ſame Alacrity of F aith, one com- 


„ mon Conſent in chaunting forth the 
„ Praiſes of God. Indeed, the Ceremo- 
4 nies of the Prelates were moſt entire, 
the Preſbyters Performances of Service 
exact, the Rites of. the Church decent 
* and majeſtick : On the one Hand was 
* Place for the Singers of Pſalms, and 
for the reſt of the Auditors of the Ex- 
preſſions ſent from God ; on the other 


* was a Place for thoſe Who perform'd 
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the divine and myſtical Services; there 


were alſo deliver d the myſtical Sym- 
bols of our Saviour's Paſſion. And 
now People of all Ages and Sexes, Men 


and Women, with the utmoſt Vigour 


of their Minds, with joyful Hearts and 


Souls, by Prayers and Thankſgiving, 


. worſhipping God the Author of all 
Good. All the Prelates then preſent 
made publick Orations, every one (as 
well as he was able) endeavouring to 


ſet forth the Praiſes of thoſe aſſem- 


And a certain Perſon that was indif- 


ferently well educated, and deſerv'd 


to make this Oration, came forth into 
the Preſence of 2 great many Biſhops 


(that were then preſent at an Eccleſi- 


aſtical Aſſembly) who gave him Au- 


dience quietly} and decently ; then 
turning himſelf towards one, who 


was the moſt eminent of them all, (a 


«< Biſhop acceptable to God, by whoſe 
Care the Church of. Tyre, the ſtatelieſt 


« 
et 
* 


(0 


Fabrick amongſt all the Churches with- 


in the Country of Phænicia, was glo- 
rioufly erected) he ſpake thus: 


1 
* 


21 


II 


„ 
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i Pa negy ck upon the 1 Ys the 

Churches, ſpoken to Paulinus, Biſhop 
Mr Tyre, at the Conſecration of that 
Church. 1 


Ns OU, «he Fonds and Prieſts of 
My God, whoare wrapt in the ſacred 
. long Veſture, crown'd with the 
nen Celeſtial Diadem of Glory, a- 
| nointed with the holy Unction, and 
eloathed in the ſacerdotal Robe. of the 
holy Spirit; and you, the Grace and Or- 


nament of. this new. ere&ed.. and ſacred 


Temple of God; You, who are adorn'd 


by God with a Prudence befitting an hoa- 
ry Head, but have exhibited , many glori- 
.ous Evidences of a vigorous and juvenile 
Virtue; You, to whom God (who com- 
prehendeth the whole World) hath 


granted the ſpecial Prerogative of build- 


ing and renewing this Terreſtrial Temple 
for Chriſt, his only begotten and his firſt 
born Word, and for his holy and ſacred 
Apouſe 3 You, whom one may term either a 


new 
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new Baſileel, the Architect of the holy Ta- 

bernacle, or. another Sehnen, King of 

new and far more excellent Ferufalem; 
or a ſecond Zerobabel, in regard you have 

added a far greater Splendor to the Tem- 

ple of God than it had before ! 

;, Alſo you, the Sheep of Chriſt's ſacred 
Flock, the Seat and Manfion of good 
Poctrines, the School of Modeſty, and 
the reverend and religious Auditors of 

Piety! We, who have long ſince heard, 
by reading the holy Scriptures, the mi- 
raculous Works of God, and the loving 
'Kindneſs of the Lord; declar'd by his 
Wonders towards Mankind, may now 
ing Hymns and Pfalms to God, being 
inſtructed to ſay, O God, we have heard 
with our Ears, our Fathers have told us the 
Works which thou didſt in their Days, in tbe 
But now, having not barely by Hear- 
ing and Reports only perceiv'd the exalt- 
ed Arm and celeſtial Right-Hand of bur 
"H-govt and ſupreme God and King; bur 


"With 
in Reality,” and (as we may ſay) with 
"theſe very Eyes ſeen the Truth and Ve- 


'Fity af thoſe Things which were here. 
tofore'recyrded, we 'may ling 4 ſecond 


triumpllant Hymn, and break forth into 
-theſe expreſs Words, faying, - Lite ut vbe 
Have beard; ſo have we ſeen, in the City of 
"the Lord of 'Hoſts, in the City of our God. 

fy | 1 
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Cionſecration of Churches: 39 
Bit in what City? In this new built and 


fined by God; Which i rhe Church of 


rhe Nuing God, he Pillar and Ground of the 


 Touth.'' Cofcerning which another dis 


PL. ES ES 98” + 


vine Oracle ſpeaketh thub Very excellent 


| Things are ſpolen i thee,” thou'City' of Gad. 
In which Church, ſince God, the Giver of 


all Good, by the Grace of his only begot- 
ten Son hath coven'd us, let every one 
here aſſembled cry out, with a loud 
Voice as it were) and fay, T Wat gled when 


bey [aid unt me; we will go into the Houſe 


of +vhe Lord; aud again, Lord, Thave loved 
the Beauty of tbine Houſey' and the Plate 
where thine Honour Atbellath. And not on- 
ly every particular Perſon, but let us all 


* 


. e e and ſhout: forth Praiſes 


with one Spirit and one Mind, ' ſaying; 


Great is the Lord, and highly" ts be praiſed, 


in n City of our God, eben upon hic boly 
Hill; for he is truly great, and his Houſe 
is Iofty, and ſpacious, and more beauti- 


fü than the Sons of Mn. , 


Great is the Lord who only doth mar- 
vellous Things, and ſuch as are paſt find- 
ing out, glorious and ſtupendous, of which 
there is no Number. Great is he who al- 
tereth Times and Seaſons; who depoſ- 
etk and conſtituteth Kings; who raifeth 
up the Poor from the Earth, and exalteth 
the Beggar from the Dunghit ': He hath 
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40 AuHiftatical Bllay upon ay 
and hath exalted the Humble from the 
Earth; he hath filled the Hungry with 


good. T hings, and hath broken in 99855 
the Arms of the Proud. Not only a- 


mongſt the Faithful, but amongſt the In- 


fidels alſo he hath confirm'd che Autho- 
rity: of [thoſe Relations hererafore reford: 
ed of! him of old. 

Tis he who worketh Miracles; Abche 
that doth! great Things : $18"; he who: 1s 
Eord of all be who is the Framer of the 
whole Worid, he who is Almighty, All- 

good, he that is the one and only God; 

in obedience to whom let us ſing a new 


Song, to him who only doth wonderful 


Things, for his Mercy endureth for ever. 
Who ſmote great Kings, and ſlew mighty 
Kings, for his Mercy endureth for ever. 
For the Lord remember'd us when we 
were in a low Condition, and hath re- 


deemed us from our Knomice. And let 


us never ceaſe thus to praise God tlip Fa- 
ther 1 5 
Alſo him who 1s he} Author of All 
Good to us, who is our Maſter in in- 
ſtructing us in the Knowledge of God, 
the Teacher of true Piety, the Deſtroyer 
of the Wicked, the Slayer of Tyrants, 
the Reformer of our Lives, Jeſus our Sa- 
viour when we were in Deſpair, him let 
us extol, having his Name always in our 
Mouth. For he alone who is the only 
and 


en Life, _ the Introducer 


| * Coniforration of Churches 41 
and beft'Son of the beſt and greateſt Fa- 
ther, in Compliance with his Father's 


Love to Mankind, moſt willingly cloath- | 


ed himſelf with our Nature, who were 
bury'd in Corruption, and like a careful 
Phyfician (who for the Healths ſake 
of his Patients looks into the Wounds, 
lightly fRtroketh the Sores, and? from 
dther many Calamities attracteth Grie- 
vances' upon himſelf) he himſelf hath 
by Wmfſelffaved us (who werfe not on- 
Iy diſeas'd And opprefe'd with foul Ulcers 
and Wounds already putrify'd, but. alſo 


lay amongſt tlie Dead) from thé very 


Jaws of Death. For there was no other 


in Heaven that had ſo much Power, as 


inoffenſively to minifter Health to ſo 
many. It was he only therefore who, 


after he had touch'd our burdenfome 


Corruption, he alone who after he had 
endur'd our Labours, he alone who af- 
ter he Had taken upon himſelf the Pu- 
niſhment of our Impieties, raifed us 


(When we were not only half Dead, but 


lay altogether impure and ſtinking in the 
Graves and Sepulchers) and both in 


Times paſt and now, through his earneſt 
Compaſſion towards us (even beyond out 


Hopes and Expectations) preſerveth us, 
and imparteth to us an Exuberancy of 
His Father's good Things. Tis he who 


of 
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42 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
of Light, our great Phyſician, King, Lord, 
and the Anointed of God. 


But even then, when all Mankind (by 
Pius Wiles of deteſtable Devils, and the 


Operations of Spirits hated by God) lay 


bury'd in an obſcure Night and thick 


Darkneſs, he only by his Appearance, 
with the Rays of his 3 diſſolv'd the 


manifold Chains of our Sins like melting 


Wax. And now, when by Reaſon of his 
ſo great Love and Beneficence towards 
us, the envious Devil, Enemy to all that 
1s Good, and the Favourer of Evil, was 
in a. Manner burſt with Grief, and mar- 
ſhall'd all his fatal Forces againſt us; and 
when at firſt having (like a mad Dog, 
who: with his Teeth gnaws the Stones 
that were thrown. at him, ſpending the 
Fury he was put into againſt thoſe that 
provok'd him, upon the lifeleſs Things 


thrown at him): turning his beaſtly Bare | 


upon the Stones of the Oratories, and 
upon the ſenſeleſs Piles of Buildings, he 
thought with himſelf that he had pro- 
cur'ditheutter Deſolation of the Sure ber : 
alſo when afterwards he ſent forth ter- 
rible Hiſſings and his ſerpentine Expreſ- 
fions, one while by the Menaces of impi- 
ous Tyrants, at another time, by the 
blaſphemous Decrees of profane Preſi- 
dents, and moreover belch'd forth the 


Viruleney of kae, Death, and with his ve- 
10 | nomous 
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the pernicious Sacrifices of dead Idols: 


and, laſtly, when he had incited againſt | 
us all thoſe that under the Shape of Men 
maſk'd their ſavage Cruelty, Perſons of a' 
Diſpoſition every Way barbarous and 


fierce ; then again the Angel of the great 
Council, that chief Commander of God's 
Hoſts, (after à ſufficient Exerciſe in the 
Combate, which the moſt valiant Cham- 
pions of his Kingdom exhibited, by un- 
dergoing the ſevereſt Hardſhips with Pa- 


tience and Fortitude) appearing on a ſud- 


den ſo utterly deſtroy'd, and reduc'd*to' 


nothing all his Enemies and Adverſaries, 


that they ſeem as if they had never been 
ns e it 16 moe 
But his Friends and Dependants he ex- 
alted to the higheſt Pitch of Glory, not 
only amongſt all Men, but amongſt the 
celeſtial Powers alſo, the Sun, the Moon, 
the Stars, the whole Heaven, and the 
World. So that now (which Thing ne- 
ver happen d before) the ſupreme Empe- 
rors, ſenſible of that Honour they have 
receiv'd from God, ſpit in the e 
the dead Idols, trample under Foot the 
profane Rites and Services of Devils, and 
deride that ancient Error handed down 
to them by Tradition from their Ance- 
156 G 2 ſtors; 


nomous and | deadly Potions poiſon'd 
thoſe Souls that were captivated by him, 
and had in a Manner deſtroy'd them by 
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44 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon! the 
ſtors ; they acknowledge ond only; God, 
the common: Benefacter to all Men, and 
toe them in particular, and they profeſs 
Chriſt, the Son of God to be the ſupreme 
Ruler of all Things; they proelaim him 
Saviour in their Inſeriptions upon Pillars, 
engraving in royal Characters his valiant 
Exploits and Victories (in order to their 


| 


indelible Remembrance) over the Impi- 


ous, in the very midſt of that Cityſwhich 


% 


13 Queen of the whole Kart. 

Se that our Saviour Je¹⁴ Chriſt is the 
only Perſon amengſt all thoſe. Wh have 
been ſince the World began, that is con- 
feſs'd to be (even by the Emperors them: 
ſelves, who are ſypreme here upon Earth) 


not an ordinary King made ſuch by Men, 


but is Wworſhipped, as being the genuine 
Son of the ſupreme God, and is ador'd; 
as heing truly and himſelf Gad, and that 
deſervedly. For what King had ever. 


—— 


ſuch Power, as that he could fill the 


Tengues and Ears of all Men upon Earth 
with his Name? What King ever conſti- 
tuted-fueh pious and prudent Laws, and 
was able to confirm them in fuch a Man- 
ner that they ſnhould be perpetually read 
in the. Audience of all Men, from the 
ont End of the whole Earth tothe op- 
paſite Extremities thereof? What King 
hath ever, by his mild. and: indulgent 
Laws, melted.and men 

91. 8 2 bar- 
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barharous Difpoſitions of the inhumane 
Heathens? What King, oppos'd by all 


Men during the Space of ſo many Whole 


Ages, ever demonſtrated ſuch a more than 
human Valour and Strength, that he flou- 
riſh'd daily, and ſeem'd to grow young 
in every ſucceeding Age? Who hath 
planted a Nation (which heretofore was, 


not ſo much as heard of) not in ſome. 
ſecret and unknown Corner of the Earth 


only, but even throughout the whole 
World which lies under the Sun ? Who 
ever arm'd his Soldiers with the Arms of 
Godlineſs, in ſuch a Manner, that in 


their Conflicts with their Adverfaries, 
they made it apparent, that their Minds 
were firmer than Adamant? What King 


was ever ſo potent, as to lead an Army 
after his Death, and to erect Trophies à- 
gainſt his Enemies, and to fill every 
Place, Country, and City, Grecian, and 


Barbarian, with his royal Palaces, and 


with the conſcerated Fabricks of holy 


Temples, ſuch. as are thoſe ſplendid O7. 


naments and conſecrated; Gifts belonging 
to this very Church, which are in them- 
ſelves truly oy pag and Magnificent, wor- 
thy; of Amazement. and Admiration, in 
regard they are evident Repreſentations 
of our Saviqur's Kingdom; for be now, 
ſhale and they: mere made; he commanded 
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46 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
the Beck and Will of the Ford, who is 
the ſupreme King and Governor of all 
Things, and is himſelf God?“ 11 
But an accurate Contemplation and Ex- 


plication of theſe Things particularly re- 
quire a peculiar Diſcourſe and Leiſure: 


Moreover, a peculiar Leiſure would be 
requiſite to relate what and how great 
the Alacrity of the Workmen was that 
labour'd in the Building, and how it was 
look'd upon and eſteem'd by that God 
himſelf, who inſpects the living Temples 


of us all, and views the Houſe built of 


living and firm Stones, well and ſecurely 


plac'd upon the Foundation of the Apo- 
ſtles and Prophets, 7eſus Chriſt bimſelf be- 


* 


ing the chief Corner Stone, who was re- 
jected not only by thoſe who were the 
Framers of that ancient Building which 
endures now. no longer, but alſo by thoſe 
Architects of that Fabrick which now is, 
conſiſting of many Perſons, who were 


wicked Framers of evil Works. But the 
Father having try'd this Stone, and ap- 
prov'd of it in Times paſt, and now alſo, 


laid it as the Head of the Corner of this 


Church, which is common tous all. In- 


to this living Temple therefore of the 


living God, which is made up of us (I 


mean that moſt ſtately facred Fabrick, 
truly worthy of God, whoſe inmoſt Re- 
ceſſes are inviſible to the Vulgar, and are 


truly 
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what Man is he that dares look and di- 
vulge what he there beholds? Yea, who 


is he that can. with his Eyes penetrate 


its ſacred Incloſures, but he. alone the 
great High-Prieſt of all, whoſe only Right 
and Privilege it is to make Reſearches in- 
to the Secrets of every rational Soul? 


Unto this Perſon alone therefore Ke "Te 


lawful, next after the chief and princi- 
pal High-Prieſt, if not to have the firſt, 


et at leaſt the ſecond Place, in looking 
into and taking Care of the very DOOR 
Receſſes of your Souls; for by the Help 


of Experience and Length of Time he 


hath both made accurate Enquiries into 
every particular Perſon amongſt you, and 


alſo by his Care and Induſtry, hath in- 


ſtructed you all in Modeſty and in the 


Doctrine which is according to Godlineſs. 


And he is abler than any one elſe to give 
ſucli Account of thoſe Works, (which by 
the aſſiſting Power of God he hath per- 


fected) as are anſwerable to the Works 
themſelves. Indeed, our firſt and chief 


High-Prieſt ſaith, What Things ſoever be 


likewiſe. Bur this Perſon, looking upon 


ſeeth the Father do, l dot the Son 


the; firſt High-Prieſt as it were upon a 


Maſter, attentively, with the unpolluted 
Eyes of the Mind, whatſoever Things he 
ſeth him do, them he makes Uſe of as 
Ws _— 
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truly holy, and the Holieſt of Holies) 
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18 4 m0 Eſſay upon bp - 


his original Patterns, and hath wrought 
the Repreſentations "thereof into ſuch 2 
Form, that they do ex reſs (as near as 
tis poſſible to be done) an exact Like- 
neſs hovers, Being nothing inferiour to 
that Beſebel, whom "God himfelf (having 
fill'd him with the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding, and of other artificial 
and ſkilful Knowledge) made Choice” of 
to be Ty Framer of a Structure of Ce- 


ypes of a Temple, by certain tha- 


After the Tame Manner ihetebots this 
dur Biſhop, bearing in his Mind the per. 


fedt, whole, and entire Repreſentation of 


hriſt, who' is the Word, the Wiſdom, 
atid the Light; it cannot be expteſs'd 
with what'a Greatneſs of Soul, with what 


a. tich and inexhauſtible Hand of his Un- 


derſtanding, and with what af emulons 


obleneſs*ih contributing to the 
d moſt atnbitiouly contend, that 
iglt in no wile ſeem to be inferior} | 
His Vaſt Defigh) he hath erected this! 

nz 8 Temple of the moſt high God, 
5 ieh may be ſeen naturally te embling | 
(as near as az; be). the Model of that] 
We © as ere, FRIES. inv. 


| ie ranch proceeding from you all, (who 
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And this very Place (for it is fit we 


ſhould ſpeak of this firſt) which, by:the 
Treacheries of our Enemies, was over- 


whelm'd with all Manner of im pure Rub- 
biſn, he neglected not; nor did he in the 
leaſt yield to the Wickedneſs of them 
who had been Authors of it, when as he 
could have found out another Place 


(whereof there: are: great Numbers in this 


City) where he might have been eas'di of 


much of his Labour, and freed himſelf 


from many Tröubles; yet having firſt 
made ready himſelf to undertake this 
Work, and afterwards corroborated all 
the People with an Alacrity of Mind, and 
gather'd them all together into one: great 


Band, he attempted firſt this laborious 


Enterprize; ſuppoſing it fitting that this 


very Church (which had been moſt? bat- 
ter'd by the Enemies, which had Rereto- 


fore undergone great Sufferings u pom our 


Account, which had endur'd Perſecutions 
both with and before us, which like a 


Mother was bereav'd of her Children) 
ought toen joy, | togeth er with us; the mag- 


nificent Bounty of our moſt good and 
gracious: God; for as much as the great 
Shepherd hath vonchſaf'd to gather:chis 
Children together f again into one Place, 
: ving 1 driven away 3:the.: wild Beaſts, 
Wolves, and all the ſavage and fierce 
kind of Creatures, and (as the divine 
ur . 4 "= Scrip- 
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50 Az Hiſtorical Eſſay pb the 
Scriptures ſay). having broken tb Faw- 
Bones f tbe Lions, with good Reafon he 
re-edify'd the F old for 115 Flock; Thar he 
might. put to Confliſon the Enemy and. the 
Avenger, and might bring a Reproach up- 
on the audacious and rebellious gator on 
of the Impious againſt God. 
Nov therefore theſe Perſons; nacb by 
God, after they had for a ſhbrt Space of 
Tinte raĩs d Diſturbances, and were them- 
ſel ves a lſo diſturb'd they fuffer'd a' moſt 
Juſt Punithinenr, inflited on them by di- 
vine Vengeance, and irrecoverably rüin'd 
them ſelves, their Friznds, and Familiet. 
So that thoſe Predictions heretofore re- 
rorded in the ſacred Monuments of the 
res, may now be acknowledg'd to 
be: really certain, in which the Word of 
God idoes both truly declare other Things, 
and alſd fpeaks expreſly concerning them 
thus: The Ungvally baue "drawn our the 
Sword, they hure bent their rudy to baſt 
Aon The Pour and Needy, anti to \fiuy:\fuch 
a&1hre of un upright Converſation: i- 
Sword hall go thro' their wn teur und 
their Bows | fhall be broken.: And again, 
Their Mfenorinl perif'd with a Sbm, > and 
bon laßt put bitt their Name-for--euby ami 
boars, for when they were in Pronbids''th 
e dud there" was none" tu fue n 
even ubtothe Lan diu thch cry, hut be dee 
abrm not. They _ bornd and "fell; but 
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we aroft;, and were' ſet upright. This alſo, 
that was foretold in theſe Words,” Lord, 
thou in thy City ſhalt bring their Image to 


noug bt, is manifeſted in the Sight of us. 


all ton be moſt true Theſe Men, who, 
like the Glants, rais'd a War a2 gainſt God. 
procur'd for themſelveg the dame aal 
End of their Lives, that they did. But 
She which was defoiate, and whoſe Safety 
was defpair d of by all Men, has arriv'd 
at fuch 4 Coneluſſon of her patient Suf- 
ferings. upon God's Aecount, as we now 
behold: 10 that theſe Words of 'the Pro- 
phecy of Tfaiah may ſeem to have been 
ken to her, Rejoicę, thou thirſty Deſert, 
let the ſolitary Place rejoice” and flows arp pts be 
Ay #he Deſerts ſhall flouriſh and be glad 
(5 ye firengthent d ye languid Hands and fre: 


ble Knees, be comforted ye faint-bearted," be 


rong, fear not, behold our God doth repa 

4 Rs g "will rep "it; be will claſs 
1 5 ave - us, fuck he, Mater bath 
out in 157 Beer, and a Valley in a 
Landl. The parc bed Ground ſpall be 
ged into mooriſod Places, and the Foun- 
tain'of Water into @ thirſty Land.' All this 
was formerly predicted in Words, and 
laid up in t th 


liver d to us by | Hear-fay, but are exhi- 
bited by actual Performances. This ſame 


dry —— this di * Widow, whoſe 


very 


Conſeeration of Churches. FI 


e ſacred Books ; but the | 
Things themſelves are now no longer de- 
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53 An Diftorical Eſſay upon the 

very Gater they have, cut down, at once 
wins Axes, like Wood in the Fpreſt, hav- 
ing broken her in pieces with the Ax and 
the Hammer; whoſe. Books they have 
ſpoil'd, .. and babs burnt, the Sandnary of 
God with Fire; they have defiled the Delling 
Place of his Name eben unto the Ground; 

whoſe Grapes all that go by plucked ft, bav- 
ing fir broken down her Hedges hom the 
wild, Boar out of the Foreſt: bath raotæd. -Up, 
and the. wild. Hog devoured; by the mira- 
eulous Power of Chriſt (it having now 


pleaſed; him ſo. to do),; flouriſheth again 


likega Lilly. Yea, at ſuch Tame, as ſhe 
was ch aſten'd, that Chaſtiſement was in- 
flicted on her by his Appointment, as it 
were hy a careful and indulgent Father; 4 
for whom the Lord loveth he chaſtneth;. and 
ſcourgerh- every San whom be receipeth. 


When rherefore She had been Jmoderately 


2 & +- £ 


upon all + tang 2. 1 ſweet. Savour; 2 
for, ſaith he, Vater guſbed out in the De- 
ferts, to wit, the Fountain of that falu- 
tary Laver of divine Regeneration, and 
now that Land which 4 little before was 
deſolate, is changed into Pools; and the Fqun- 
tain of living Water hath: A a Pont: 
Fully e chi L Land kJ 1 uh. 
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7 Conſecration of Churches. 53 
Theſe Hands which were formerly; 
weak are really ſtrong, and theſe Works 

J which you behold, are great and power- 
aal Inſtances .of this Strength of the 
Hands. Moreover, thoſe Knees which 
f were formerly enfeebled and weak, hav- 
ing now recover d their uſual: Firmneſs 
and Faculty of Walking, go ſtrait on in 
che divine Way of Knowledge of God 
haſtening toward the genuine Flock of 
chat moſt. good. and gracious Shepherd. 
And if any of them have had their Souls 
\ I benumm'd and ftupify'd thro the Me- 
„ BD naces of Tyrants, even theſe the ſaving 
Word does not deſpiſe as incurable, but 
t I heals them carefully and tenderly, and 
„ If excites them to be Partakers of the di- 
1uine Conſtitution, ſaying, Be comforted, 
Faint hearted, be ſtrong, fear not. When 
„therefore this our new and excellent Zo- 
robabel (by the Acuteneſs of his Under- 
ſtanding) perceiv'd that, according as the 
1 divine Word had foretold, She which had 
been brought into Deſolation for God's 
Sake, ſhould enjoy theſe good Things, 
after that bitter Captivity and Abomina- 
| tion of. Deſolation, he deſpis'd not this 
dead Corpſe, but having in the firſt Place 
with Supplications and Prayers, (together 
with the joint Conſent 1 6 you all) pro- 


I pitiated the Father, and taking for his 
I Aſſiſtant and Fellow-Labourer the only 
Þ £3 > Reviver 
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54 4 Hiſtori ay the 
Revives of. of the & Dead, he fais d up this 


Fallen bureh, eis firſt 2 her, and 


| healed her of her Malatlics. 


And nom he 'harh put 2 Robe about 
her, not that old one, but ſttch an one as 
he had again recety ive] pftru&ions about 


from the divine Oele which expreſly 


teſtify thus, And the Tater Glory x — 


Houſe ſhalt for excel ch4 former. 


which Account, having taken i in a Tor 
larger Compaſs of Ground, he fortify'd 
the outward- Circuit pore 2 Wall on eve- 
ry Side, ' which might ferve for 75 ſtrong 
Nes ts the whole Structure. hen he 


rais d 4 fi pactous, lofty, and ſtately Porti- 


co 482 the R ys of the riſing Sun, 
which, to thoſe wha ſtand at 3 ſufficient 
Biſtanse Without the ſhered” Ineloſure, 


does yield a full Profpe@ of this Structure 


within, and, as it were; attracts the Eyes 


of Infidels to look upon the firſt En- 


trances, that ſo no Perſon Wicht paſs by 
who ſhould not feel ſome Pricks rs h 

Mind; both at the Retmembrance' of the 
former Deſolation, ' and alſo at the Sight 


of the ſtupendous Miraele of the preſent 


Fabrick. Hence he hoped, that he who up- 
on that Account felt ſuch a Compunction, 
might peradventure be drawn towards it, 
and at the very Sight Wer W be 
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Bar after du are come: vide 
Gates, he has not petmitted you to en- 
ter inedintely the Holy Plate withbim- 
pure and unwathen'F 5 but having left 

a b 6 Vacaficy berwixr the”Pemple and 
tico, 43. 'beantify'd*ithis- "vacant 

Place, having inclos'4 it im the Figure of 
u Quadrangle, with four oppoſite e 
ſters, ſupported: on every Side with Pal- | 
Ars. The intermefliate Ipijcs: betwizt 
theſe Pillars he fll'd" up with Phrtitions 
made - of Wood, reſombling Network, 
which reach'd up an indifferent Height; 
but che middle Space he left opeh, that 
i View of Heaven mi 3 de taken, and. 
that by it might*be let" in the clear Air 
Alb'd with cue ref Light. Here alſo 
ne plac'd the myſterious Symbols of the 
ſacred Purgations, to wit, Fountains built 
poſſte to the Ftont of the Church, 
Rich afforded Plenty of Water for thoſe 
who enter'd the ſacred Walls to waſh in. 
And this firſt Place of Reception for 
thoſe that enter'd, yielded both a beau- 
ful and ſplendid Proſpect to all Men, 
and alſo afforded à ver ry commodious Man- 
Hon to thoſe who yet wanted Inſttuctibn. 
in the firſt Prinbipſet of Religion! 
eder after a View taken of thoſe 
Buildings, he made Paſſages opening into 
the Church, adorn'd with a great many, 
more inward Fortec. And again, * tlie 
* | | ays 
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Fs An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
oy ol the riſing Sun he plac'd three 
Gates in one and the ſame Side. On the 
middlemoſt of which he thought fit to 
beſtow much more of Magnificence and 
Spaciouſneſs than on the other two plac'd 
on either Side of it; and having adorn'd 
it gloricuſly with Plates of Braſs bound 
on with Iron, and with Variety of Sculp- 
ture, he adjoyn'd the other two as the 
Guards to her, being as it Were a Queen. 
When he had, aftef the ſame Manner, 
made the Number of the Porches equal 
to the: Cloyſters on both Sides of the 
whole Church, over theſe Porches he in- 
vented other copious Conveyances of 
Light into the Houſe, and adorn'd them 
with various and exceeding fine and ſmall WM 
wooden Sculptures. But the royal Houſe 
it ſelf he ſiniſn'd with richer and more 
coſtly Materials, liberally beſtowing 
thereori moſt magnificent and vaſt Ex- 
pences. 1 II f ds 510 
I think it here ſuperfluous for me to 
deſcribe the Length and Breadthl of this 
Building, and to treat particularly of the 
-Splendor of the Structure, of its unſpeak- 
able Greatneſs, of the glittering Show 
* of the Works, of its Height, which equals 
' :Heaven, and of the coſfly Cedars: of Li- 
Banu that are laid hereupon: The Men- 
tion of which even the holy Soriptures 
have not paſs'd over in Silence, wharein 
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_ "Tonſerration of Chlirches 57 
he | Trees of the Lord ſhiall\ re- 
joice, even the Cedars f Libanus which. hẽ 


hath planted. To what End [ſhould I 


make an exact Narration here of the moſt 
ingenious and artificial Compoſure of the 
whole Structure, and of the incompara- 


ble Beauty of every particular Part of it, 


when as the Teſtimony: of the Eyes ex- 


dludethi all! Knowledge that entereth at 


the Ears? Moreover, after he had thus 
finiſh'd.the Temple, and decently adorn d 
it with the higheſt Thrones, in Honour of 
the Prelates of Churches, and alſo with 
Benches plac'd orderly all over the 
Church, at laſt, he plac'd the Holy of 
Holies, the Altar in the Mitt; and that 
the Multitude might not come within 


theſe ſacred Places, he inclos'd them with 


wooden Rails made like Network, which 
were ſo euriouſly and artifieially fram'd 
and catw'd, that they -entertain'd thoſe 


that view'd them with a wonderful and 


ſurprizing Sight. Neither was the very 


Pavement neglected by him, but after che 


Bad beautifyd it moſt gloriouſſy with 
Marble Stone, he proceeded to the Out- 
Buildings of the Temple, and with great 


Art and Skill erected a moſt ſpacious Bap- 


tiſtery and Conſiſtory on each Side, which 


in an uniform. Manner were join'd toge: 
ther at the Sides of the Cathedral, and 


nr) 1 24151510 5177 united 
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58 A Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 


united to the Doors which lead into the 
Middle of the Church. n. 
Theſe Buildings our moſt peaceful King 
Solomon (who erected the Temple of God) 
made: for thoſe who want the Purifica- 
tion and the Sprinkling by Water and the 


Holy Ghoſt. So that that Prophecy, be- 


fore quoted, is no longer à verbal Pre- 
diction, but is really accompliſh'd ; for 


now it is come to paſs, that the Glory f 


this latter Houſe is truly greater than the 
Former; for it was requiſite and agreeable 
that (ſince her Paſtor and Lord. for her 
Sake once ſuffer'd Death, and after his 


Paſſion chang'd that vile Body, which for 
her Sake he had put on, into Brightneſs 
and Glory, and tranſlated that very cor- 


ruptible Fleſh from Corruption to Immor- 
tality) ſhe alſo ſhould. likewiſe enjoy the 
Difpenſations of her Saviour: For altho 
ſhe (having receiv'd from him a Promiſe 
of far more excellent Things than ſhe 


dot at preſent enjoy) inceſſantly long- 


eth to be, for eternal Ages, Partaker of 
a far greater Glory of a Regeneration, 


at the Reſurrection of the incorruptible 


Body, with the Choir of the Angels of 
Light, in the Palaces of God above the 
Heavens, together with Feſus Chrift, the 
Donor of all good Things, and her Savi- 


dur; yet, during the Interim of her A- 


bode in this preſent World, ſhe gs * was 
5 ere- | 
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heretofore, a Widow and deſolate) being 
by the Grace of God ſurrounded" with 
theſe Flowers, is (as the Prophecy faith) 
truly become lite unto 4a Lilly. And hav- 
ing eon her Wedding Robe and veg 
| encircled with a Crow of Beauty, le 

us hear her herſelf relate how ſhe 2 
| taught to dance, by Eſatas, and with plea- 
| fant Expreſſions to ſhout forth Thankſ- 

gs to her God and King; Let my 

8 7 rejoice in the Lord, for be hath cloath-" 
ed me with the Garment of Salvation and 
the Coat of 'Gladneſs.” He bath 3 
my Head with a Diadem lite a Bridegroom, 
and bath bedeck'd me like a Bride with Or- 
naments; and as the Earth which multiply- 
eth its Flowers," and as a Garden that cauſs 
eth its Seeds. to fpring . fo the Lord bath” 
cauſed Righteouſneſs to riſe up, and Foy in 
the Sebr of all t Ballen, Thus doth 
ſhe fing and dance. 

But in what Ex preſſogs the Brides 
groom, the Celeſtial Word, Jeſus Chrift 
himſelf, anſwereth her, hear the Lord” 
ſpeaking: © Fear not, 'becauſe thou haſt been 
ignominiouſly” treated, neither be thou 2. 
ſbam d berauſe thou haſt fuſfer'd , Reproach; 
fon nhbus ſbalt forget thine everlaſting Shame,” 
and thou ſhalt no longer remember the Ren 
proach af thy Widomhoed; the Lord bath” 
called thee, not as. 4 Woman forſaken and 
— in Spirit, nor as 4 Woman” hated” 

12 from 
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From thy Youth, thy God bath ſaid, for a' 
little chile I - have forſulen tbee, hut with 
great Compaſſion I will have Pity upon thee. 
I turned:my Face from thee when I was a 
little Angry, hut wit h evenlaſtin lere I | 
will have Mercy * on thee, Jai the Lord | 
who bath redeemed thee. Ariſe, ariſe, thou 
wi haſt drimk from the Hand of the Lord 
the Cun of his Wrath, for thou huſt drunk 
off-,and\empty d the Cup f Deſtrudtion, the 
Cup of my. Fury; and there was none of all 
thy Son . whom thou haſt born to comfort 
ther. neither mas therè any to take 'thee by 
zbe Hand : Behold, I have taken ailt of thy 
Hand the Cup of Deſtruction, the Cup of my A 
Wrath, and thou ſbalt no longer drink it; E 
and. I will put it iuta the Hands of them that C 
injur d thee and, debaſed thee. Ariſe, ariſe, | 11 
hut on Strength, put on thy Glory, ſhake\off tl 
the. Duſt and ariſe, ſit domn, looſe the Chain ib © 
off thy Neck. Lift up thine Eyes:iround a. * 
bout, and viem thy Children gutbeñ dtoge- I. 
ther behold, they ane gathered together and 2 
chme fo the. A, I live, ſairb the Lord, Ii 
thou ſbalt ut them all on as an Ornanient, h 
and thou halt. put them about the 4 4 te 
Bride doth ber Bravety, fur thy de ſolate 8 
| Places, and thoſe that were waſted and rui- p 
nous, ſball nom be too narrow for thy Inba- L 
bitamts ; and they ſhall be removed far from tl 
thee. that devoured: the, for the. Sons which | V 
\ N | 7 { 334 | the * ; 4 
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a - Place for me. that 2 may dwell 5 end 1 


ſhalt ſay in thine Heart, who hath begotten 
me theſe ® I am childleſs, and a Widow'; 


who hath nouriſbd theſe for me? I a 


left deſolate, theſe, where had they been ? 


Al this Zfaizs hath predicted; theſe 


Things, in Times paſt, were recorded in 
the holy Scriptures concerning us; and 


it was requiſite that we ſhould now at 


* 


length receive the Truth of theſe Words : 
really and actually fulfill d. 1 
In regard therefore the Bridegroom, 


the Word, hath ſpoken in this Manner to 


his Spouſe, the ſacred and holy Church, 
agreeably hereto hath this Dreſſer of the 

Bride, (with the Prayers of you all in 
common, reaching out to her your help- 

ing Hands, by the Appointment of God 
the ſupreme King, and by the Appearance 
and Preſence of 'Feſus Chriſt's Power) 
rais'd and erected this defolare Church, 
lying like a dead Carcaſs on the Ground, 
and deſpair'd of by all Men: And having 
lifted her up after this Manner, hath made 
her ſuch an One as he was inſtructed 

to do by the Delineation of the ſacred 
Scriptures. "This Fabrick is indeed a ſtu- 
pendous Miracle, and doth ſurpaſs all the 
Degrees of Admiration, eſpecially to 

them who are only intent upon the out- 


P Ay 


ward Appearance of Things. 


4. 


But 


e : 
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62 An Hiſtorical Eſſay apo the 
But the original Examples and primi- 

tive Forms. hereof, the ſpiritual and tru- 
ly divine Patterns, are more admirable 
thay all Miracles. I mean, the Repara- 
tions of that divine and rational Build - 
ing in our Souls; which Structure, when 
the Son of God himſelf had fram'd ac- 
cording to his own Image, and had freely 
granted, that in all Parts it ſhould bear 


the Reſemblance of God, he beſtow'd 
upon it a Nature incorruptible, incorpo»; 


real, rational, different from all Terrene 

Matter; and gave it a Subſtance origipals+ 
ly and of it ſelf intelligent: After he 
had once thus! created it at the Beginning 
cout of nothing, he made it a holy Spouſe, 
and fram'd it into a moſt; facred Temple 


for himſelf and his Father. This he 


himſelf in expreſs Words acknowledgeth, 
ſaying, I will dwell in them, and walk a- 
moneſt them z π¼j. I will he their God, and 
they ſhall be iny People. Such indeed is the 
perfect and /purifyd Soul, which was ſo 
fram'd at the Beginning, that it bore the 
perfect Image of the celeſtial Word. But 
when thro? the Envy and Emulation of 
the malicious Devil, by its own volun- 
tary Choice it began ta be à Follower of 
its own Paſſions, and was enamour'd with 
Vice, (God having withdrawn himſelf 
out of it) being left deſtitute as it were 
of a Defender, it was eaſily captivated, 
11111 and 
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and remain'd expoſed to their Treas 
cheries, who, for a long Time had been 
Enviers of his. Glory; and being now 
utterly batter'd down by the Engines 
and Machines of its inviſible Adverſa- 
ries and ſpiritual Enemies] it ſunk down 

into ſuch à total Ruin, that not one 
Stone of Virtue was left ſtanding upon 
another; all the Parts of it lay pro- 
ſtrate on the Ground, as dead, utterly 
depriv'd of all thoſe Notions concern“ 
ing God which were naturally imprint- 
een it... e, Fong 98 

But this ruinated Building, which way 
framed after the Image of God, was 
not laid waſte by that wild Boar out 
of the Wood which is viſtble to our 
Eyes, but by ſome deſtructive Devil, 
and by intelligent and ſpititual wild 
Beaſts; who having put it into a Flame 
by wicked Paſſions, (as it were with the 
fiery Darts of their Malice) have burnt 
with Fire the truly divine Sanctuary 
of God, and deſtroy'd the Tabernacle 
of his Name, even to the Ground. Af⸗ 
terwards they buried it ( miſerable 
Wretch !) under a vaſt. heap of Earth 
which they caſt up, and reduc'd it to 
an utter Deſpair of all manner of Safe- 
ty. But its Patron, the divine and ſa- 
lutary Word, (obeying the Love of his 
moſt gracious Father ſhown towards 
acti. | Mankind) 
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theſe. Men he hath again purified: 4 


: 


63 41 Hiftotical Eſſay upon the 
Mankind) reſtor'd it again, after it had 


ſuffer'd condign Puniſhment for its Sins. 


In the firft Place, therefore, having 
united to himſelf the Minds of the Em- 
perors, by Means of thoſe moſt pious 
Princes he cleanſed the whole World 
from all impious and pernicious Men, 
and alſo from thoſe cruel and barba- 
Tous Tyrarits hated of God. Aftefwards 
he brought to Light Meri very well 
known to him, Perſons that heretofore 
had been conſecrated Prieſts to him for 
ever, and were ſecretly conceal'd and 
ſecur'd by his Defence durifig the Storm 
of Perſecution, whom, agreeable''its6 
their Deſerts, he honoured with the 
magnificent Gifts of the Spirit; by 
n 
cleanſed (by their poiriant and compre- 
henfive. Preaching of the divine Precepts, 
as it were with Shovels and Spades) 


theſe Souls, which a little before were 
defiled and totally covered over with 


all manner of Filthineſs and Heaps of 


impious Injunctions. And when he had 


made the Place of all your Minds bright 


and clear, he deliver'd them up to this 


moſt prudent Prelate, moſt acceptable 


to God, who being a Man endowed 
with great Judgment and Reaſon in 
other Things, and alſo moſt acute in 
diſcerning and diſtinguiſhing the Diſpo- 


ſition 
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fſition of the Souls allotted to his Care, 


from the very firſt Day (as I may ſay) 
even to this preſent he hath not ceaſed 
to build; cementing together in you 
all, one while gliſtering Gold, at other 
times purify'd and try'd Silver, and 

recious and rich Stones. So that by 
15 Works towards you he hath again 
compleated the ſacred and myſtical Pro- 
phecy,' the Words whereof are theſe ; 
Behold I prepare Carbuncle for thy Store, 
and Saphire for thy Foundation, and for 
thy  Bulwarks Faſper, and for thy Gates 
Stones of Chryſtal, and for thy Wall thoice 
Stones, and all thy Children bal be taught 
of God, and great ſhall be the Peace of 
thy Children, and thou ſhalt be built in 
Righteouſneſs. He therefore, building in 
Righteouſneſs, hath aptly and fitly dif- 
ferenc'd the Strength. of all the Peo- 


ple. Some he hath incloſed with the 


outward Wall only, that is, he hath 


fortify'd them round with an unerring - 


ſtrong Faith; of this Sort there is a 
great Multitude who cannot bear à more 
excellent Structure. To others he .com- 
mitteth | the Cuſtody of the Entrances 
into the Temple, giving them in Com- 
mand to watch at the Gates, and to 
conduct thoſe in that come thither; theſe 
may fitly be compar'd to the Porches 
of the Temple: hs he bath ſet. 
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66 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
to ſupport the chief Pillars which are 
without, about the Court quadran- 
gularwiſe, bringing them within the 
firſt Bolts of the literal Senſe of the 


four Goſpels. Some he hath alſo pla- 


ced about the Sanctuary, on both 


Sides; theſe are ſuch as are Catechumens 


as yet, and do make a good Progreſs 
and Increaſe in the Faith, but yet = 
are not far from inſpecting thoſe moſ 
ſecret Myſteries, which Privilege on- 


ly the perfect Believers do enjoy. Out 


of this Number he hath taken thoſe 
whoſe immaculate Souls have been pu- 
rified: like Gold in the ſacred Laver; 


ſome of whom he hath ſet to ſupport 
Pillars far more noble than thoſe out- 


ward ones, even the moſt intricate and 


myſterious Sentences of ſacred Scripture; 


others of them he illuminateth to be 


as it were Windows to tranſmit Light 
into the Temple. He hath alſo beau- 


tified the Temple with one ſtately Por- 
tico, that is, with the glorious Worſhip 


of the One and Only God, the ſupreme 


King. F i 1 , ; | 14 14 9 Tb 3 
But that Region above the Heavens, 
and the Things there, which are the 


Original of what we here behold, that 


eruſalem which is Above, that teleftial 
ount Sion, and that City of the living 
God, far above the World, in which 
a ke 


n 
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axe innumerable Companies of Angels, 


and the Church of the Firſt-born which 
are written in Heaven, who with Praiſes 
unutterable, 'which we cannot under- 
ſtand, ' laud their Creator and ſupreme 
Prince, the Bleſſedneſs of this Region, 
I fay, no Mortal is able deſervedly to 
ſet forth; For the Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor Ear heard, neither have entered in- 
to the Heart of Man the Things that 
God hath prepared for them that love 
him. Of which Things, fince we are 
now vouchſafed to be Partakers in Part, 
let us, both Men, Women, and Children, 
ſmall and great, all together, with one 
Spirit and one Soul, never ceaſe to 
give Thanks and Praiſe to the Author 
of theſe our ſo great good Things: 
Who hath Mercy on all our Iniquities and 
bealeth all our Infirmities, who redeemeth 
our Life from Denon, and crowneth 
us with Mercy and loving Kindneſs; who 
filleth - our Deſire with good Things, for 
he hath not dealt with us according to 
our Sins, neither hath he rewarded us ac- 
cording to our Iniquities, for as far as 


the Eaſt is from the Weſt, ſo far hath 


he removed our Sins from us; as a Fa- 
ther pitieth his own Children, even ſo is 
the Lord merciful to them that fear him. 
Keeping theſe Things freſh in our Memo- 
ries, both now and throughout all ſucceed- 

K 2 ing 
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ing Times, and moreover ſetting before 
the Eyes of our Minds, 2755 the Cauſe 
of this preſent Day's | Solemn and 
the Maſter of this Fgaſt, both 7 and 
Night, every Hour, and, as I may ſay, 
every Moment wherein we fetch our 
Breath, let us love him and worſhip 
him with all the Strength of our Souls, 

And let us now riſe up, and with 
the loud Voice of our Affection beſeech 
him, that he would continually ſave 
and defend us within his Sheepfold, 
and that he would afford us his ever- 
laſting Peace entire and immoveable in 
Feſus Chriſt our Saviour, by whom be 
Glory to him throughout N A8 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Form and Solemnity of the Cons 

ſecration of the Martyrium at Je- 
ruſalem, built by Conſtantine over 
the Sepulchre of our Saviour. 


S=RIUSEBIUS (who is not without 
( Cauſe ſuppoſed to be the Au- 
wl thor of the Panegyrick to Pau- 
— linus has, in his Mitory of the 
Life of Conſtantine, given a particular 
Account of a ſtately Church at Feruſa- 
lem, built by the Emperor over the Se- 
pulchre of our Saviour, which was dedi- 
cated with fingular Magnificence and- 
Veneration ; and for the greater Ho- 
nour, by, his Imperial Letters he ſummon- 
ed the Biſhops, who from all Parts of 
the Eaſt were then met in Convocation 
at Tyre, to be preſent and aſliſting at the 
Solemnity. The Rites and Ceremonies 
uſed at theſe Dedications, were a great 
Confluence of Biſhops and Strangers from 
all Parts, the Performance of Divine Of- 
aces, finging of Hymns and Pſalms, read- 

* 870 ing 
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ing and expounding of the Scriptures, 
Sermons, and Orations, receiving the holy 
Sacrament, Prayers, and Thankſgivings, 
liberal Alms beſtow'd on the Poor, and 
great Donations given to the Church, and, 
in ſhort, mighty Expreſſions of mutual 


Amity, and Kindneſs, and univerſal Re- 


joycings with one another. But the 


Words of the Hiſtorian will ſet this So- 


lemnity in the beſt Light, which, tran- 


Tated, run thus: | i” 
The Great Conſtantine, upon ſome Con- 
e tentions in the Churches of Egypt, iſſu- 
ed out a Royal Writ, that a Convocation 

of the Prelates of all Egypt and Lybia, A. 
fia and Europe, ſhould meet at Tyre, to de- 
* termine the Controverſy (H. After theſe 


cc 


ecution, another Meſſenger from the 
cc | 


Emperor arriv'd, who, having brought 
cc 25 RG; a, | 2 2 4 13 
an Imperial Letter, mov'd the Synod, 
(c 
* forthwith haſten their Journey to Fe- 
ruſalem, in order to celebrate the So- 


8 


4 tyrium, à magnificent Church that he 
Fad built over the holy Sepulchre of 
* our Saviour. All of them therefore 
left the Province of the Phwenicians, 
“ and, by the Aſſiſtancè of the Curſus 
« Publicus, went whither they had re- 


% ceivd 
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Orders had been effectually put in Ex- 


that without any Delay they would 


* lemnity of the Dedication of the Mar- 
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 *-ceiv'd Orders to go. At which Time 


1 that whole Place was fill'd with a nu- 
* merous divine Aſſembly, the eminent 
„ Biſhops out of every Province having 


met together at Feruſalem. For the 
| © Macedonians had ſent the Biſhop of the 


« Metropolis among them, and the Pan- 
* noniiand Maſi had directed thither the 


* choiceſt Flower of God's Youth in 


their Country. There was likewiſe 
« preſent the Ornament of the Perſian 


| © Biſhops, an holy Perſon, and one that 


« was incomparably well vers'd in the 
te divine Oracles. The Bithynians alſo, 
and Thracians, by their own Preſence 
« adorn'd. the Convention: Nor were 
the moſt eminent of the Biſhops among 
« the Cilicians abſent. Thoſe of Cappa- 
% docia likewiſe, who excell'd for Learn- 
„ing and Eloquence, ſhin'd in the midft 
of this Congreſs. Moreover, all Syria 
and Meſopotamia,  Phanice and Arabia, 
* together with Paleſtine it. ſelf, Egypt 
* alſo, and Lybia, and thoſe who inha- 
pit the Country of Thebais, all met to- 
„ gether, and fill'd up that great Choir 
of God. There was preſent, together 
„with all theſe Perſons, an Imperial At- 
« tendanice, the Palatine Soldiers, who 
were to obey the Commands of the Bi- 


4 404. and from the Imperial Palace it 


f approvd Men were ſent, who, , 
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= | 52 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
1 * with Expences furniſh'd by the Empe- 
© ror, might ſupport the Feſtivity: -- 
But over all theſe there was appoint- 
te ed, as Chief, a Perſon highly accepta- 
<« ble and uſeful to the Emperor, one 
de that was eminent for his Faith, Reli- 
gion, and Skill in the facred Scriptures; 
„ who having been famous for his Con- 
< feſlions in Defence of Piety during the 
* Times of the Tyrants, was deſervedly 
* entruſted with the Ordering of theſe 
* Matters. This Perſon, therefore, with 
all imaginable Sincerity, paid Obedi- 
< ence to the Emperor's Commands, and 
© honour'd the Synod with a moſt cour- 
< teous Reception, entertaining them 
with ſplendid Feaſts and Banquets: But 
< amongſt the Indigent and Naked, and 
amongſt infinite Multitudes of Poor of 
both Sexes, who ſtood. in great Need 
„ of Food and other Neceffaries, he di- 
ͤäſtributed vaſt Quantities of Money, and 
<'a great Number of .Garments.: Laſtly, 
he variouſly adorn'd the whole Church 
< with magnificent. and royal ſacred Gifts, 
(Y, and: beautify'd it throughout with 
a Furniture that was Magnificent and 
truly Imperial; he adorn'd it likewiſe 
in a various Manner with inexpreſſible 
Ornaments of innumerable conſecrated 
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© Donations conſiſting of Gold, Silver, 
44 and-pretibus' btontts pmol) yi 
e But the Miniſt ers of God a- 
dorndeuthe Feſtiunl partly with their 
« Prayers;and, partly by tlieir Diſcourſes; 
* for ſome of them with Praiſes cele- 
</brated the re ap of the Religious 
Emperor towards the univerſal. Sawi- 
te our; andtin their Orations ſet forth the 
Magnificence of the Martyrium. Others 
+/entertzin'd [their Hearers with Thealo- 
*gick Diſcourſes upon the divine ;Dogs. 
mata fitted to the preſerit 'Soltmnity, 
Las with fome ſplendid Banquet of rati- 
ona Good. Others interpreted the 
n Leſſons of the divine Volumes; and diſ⸗ 
; * elos'd the myſtick Meanings. But ſuck 
c as were _unible to arrive at theſe 
4 „Things, appeas'd the Deity-with un- 
: bloody Sacrifices and myſtick Immola- 
tions; humbly offering up their Prayers 
& to God for the common Peace, for the 
5 < Church of God, for the Emperor him- 
4 * ſelf We Was the Occaſioner of ſuch 
great Bleſſings, and for his pious Chil- 
© dren; Thus was the Fraſt of Dedica- 
tion celebrated with the greateſt Joy 
< imaginable,” on the very Tricennalia, of 
| © thc Emperor.” anni vt) Huge 
1 A Thus far the Hiſtorian from whoſe 
Account of | the Conſecration of C 


: hurches: 
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72 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
we are made acquainted with many pri- 
mitive Cuſtoms, and with the Ceremo- 


nies that were uſed in thoſe early Ages 


at the Celebration of this ancient Rite; 
ſome of which, perhaps, may be over- 
lock'd in the Courſe of Reading, and 
therefore I ſhall collect the moſt remark- 
able, and offer them at one View. ' 
The Emperors, as ſoon as they em- 
bra&d the Chriſtian Faith, we perceive, 
were continually enacting Laws for the 
Defence of Religion, | and the Protection 
of its Profeſſors; , the Civil Magiſtrate 
was thought to have a Power over the 
Conſcience ; the Clergy were the greateſt 
Favourites in the Court, and the Biſhops 
often taſted of the Royal Bounty, by large 
and noble Preſents in the moſt: 1 


cent Manner. 8 


* 


At the Con ſecration of. Churebes it was 


not thought of State enough for 'the Bi- 
ſhop” of the naar . alone to perform this 
Ceremony, but he was attended by a 
great Number of other Biſbops to grace 
the Solemnity. 

The Gifts of Plate and peter that 
were beſtow'd upon the Churches, were 
likewiſe ſer apart to holy by E for- 
mal Conſecration. 

Eiſſebius, in his Paneg yrick, takes a par- 
ticular” Care to let his Auditors know, 


how the Church of. LIES 2 been pro- 
fan'd 


Conſecration of Churches). 75 
fan'd and laid in Ruins by the Perſecu- 
tors of the Chriſtian Name, and that Pau- 
linus, witk the Contributions of other 
Biſhops, had rais'd it again: This Church, 
it is not to be queſtion'd, was conſecrated. 
at its firſt Erection; but upon its Profa- 
nation by the Heathens, it was thought 
decent, before the divine Offices were 

perform'd in it, to renew the Rite, and ſo- 
lemnly to purge the Structure. This Pra- 
ctice ſeems to be of Force to prove, That 

Churches built upon old Foundations ought - 

| to be conſecrated again; and, in my Opi- 

nion, it highly upbraids the Neglect of 

| our Biſhops at the Reftoration, who re- 

ceiv'd our Cathedral and Parochial Churches 

; (turn'd into Barracks and Stables, and pol- 

i luted with the Filth, Fermine, and Debau- 

chery of Military Villains) out of the Hands 

„of Calvinifts and Infidels, and yet never, 

as Thave heard, purify'd thoſe Structures 

„ by a ſecond Conſecration. . Whether it was 

a2 Neglect of the ſame Nature in the Age 

F that follow d to make Chapels of Diſſenting 

" I Conventicles. without ever conſecrating 

- | them at all, is not properly within my 

Province.torenquires 7 iy in nay) 

The Churches of the primitive Chriſti- 

ans were very Spacious and Magnificent, 

adorn'd'-with.a great deal of Sculptrere, 

I beautify'd with Plates of poliſh'd Braſs, 

cover'd with Cedar, and pav'd with Mar- 

44 8 


75 A Hiſtarical Eſſay upon b 
ble. They were enclas'd with 4 Wallas 
4 Defence for the: Sttucture, and the Al- 
3 ſurrounded with wochen Railt, 
toikeep off the:Vulgar;i and guard againſt 
Irreverance ; a Cuſtom, tho?! with ome 
Difüculty, a itt; preſerv'd among us. 


The Charge of the Cbifecratidns.'v was 


generally upon the Emperarszi wha; over 
and abhoye, made moſt ſumptuons : Enter- 


taiumentt for the Bifhaps and the ern 


and preſented very hoble Donations, 
ſhtw: the Value they had for Religion 
and for the Ornament of God's Houſe. 
There was an: —— Guard to attend 
the Biſhops, and taThonour: and protect 
thei Salemnit y.. ns G bt. 
Thus we fee, ſous M, Foler (a); That 
< whether :Emperors\ or Biſbahs, in thoſe 
Pays, were ChrichsFaunders; the folemn 
Hed cation uf Cbunchet they thought 
not to be 2 Work in it felf- either vain 
«or ſuperſtitions. Can we judge it a 
Thing ſeemly for any Man to labeut 
the Building vf an Houſe to che God 
. of. Heaven, with no other Apparance, 
< than if his End Were to reat up a Mit- 
chen or Parlour for his dun Uſe? Or 
* when a Work of ſuch Nature is finiſh'd, 
<«; 'Temameth there: nothing but preſently 
* to: uſe it, and fo an End? It hehoveth, 
I 67 the Plate "where: God ſhall- be 
vt VB {11 ef £15: J £131 —— 
fy Hook. Ecc. Pol. 7 5. ht, Ha. e 
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_  Confequation'of -Qharehes,) 74; 
& ſerv'd by the whole Church be a pub- 
* lick... Place, for the ayoidi 1 0 privy - 
1 n 5 2 which, - Op with Pre. 
* renge-of- Religion, may ſerve unto denge- 
« YOUS Rebel Mere are which bold d, 
* that the Preſence of a Chriſtion Multi- 
« tude, and Why Duty of Allele per- 
« for m'd amongſt , them, do make the 
25 Phe of their Aſſembly Publick, even 
Cas the Preſence of the King and his Re- 
* tinue. maketh:iany Man's Houſe a Court. 
7 * But, this ake ta be an Error, in as 
© much as the only Thing which makes 
* any Place publick, is the publick Afign- 
* ment thereof unto ſuch Duties. As for 
4 the Multitude there aſſembled, or. the 
„Puties which they perform, it doth 
not appear, how either ſhould be of 
Force to infuſe any ſuch Prerogative. 
„Nor doth the ſolemn Dedication 2 
* Churches ferve only to make them Pu 
iet, but further alſo to ſurrender up 
+. that Right which otherwife the Foun- 
fe ders might have in them, and to make 
ene lr Owner. 145534 T9 
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| 4 4 Ae | of later A; ges co lect. 
ed; with the Decrees of two Coun- 


| - ctls, one held at Wincheſter, the other 
at London, relating to the Conſe- 
a GJ. the Engliſh Churches. oj 


Pots HE Genen of the Church 
Eat Tyre and the Martyrium at 

N ©! Foriuſalem, is ſufficient, one would 
| 7 K bin, to illuſtrate and defend 
the Uſe:of.this Rite, with Perſons who 


bear the deaſt Deference to Antiquity, or 


the Practice of the firſt Chriſtians; 3 but] 
ſhall now, over and above, enquire into 
ſome: other Evidences, and likewiſe ſee 
what Reception this Ceremony has met 
with in much later Ages. 

And among the beſt Authorities, I ſhall 
rank the great Athanaſius, who ſpeaks of 
a Church not conſecrated, and prays, that 


the Emperor may live to ſee it done, and 


celebrate the Ceremonies; a Solemnity 
Eſteem d ſo — in thoſe early Times, 


that | 


ebe 


Weir 


Cbnſeeration of Churclies-. 79 
that the Arians charg'd it as a grievous 
Crime upon Athanaſius, that he celebrat- 


ed the holy Myſteries in the great Church 


before it was conſecrated; for which he 


thus apologizes to the 1 (o) 
le 


That indeed he did not celebrate the De- 
dicution of this Church, which he could 
not do without Order from the Empe- 
ror 3 but he confeſſes, That he did cele- 
brate there the divine Myſteries before 
its\Conſecration : He excuſes himſelf up- 


on the Account of the great Concourſe 


of People that came to Alexandria upon 
Eaſter-Day, and ſays, That the old 
Churches were ſmall and few in Num- 
“ber, and that the People demanded ear- 
* neſtly to aſſemble in the Great Church 


* there to make Prayers for the Safety 


of the Emperor; he uſed much In- 
| ©. treaty, but in vain, that they would 
delay it, and tather aſſemble, tho' with 
 * ſome In convenience, in the other 


* Churches; and they would not obey 
him, but, on the contrary, were ready 
to go out of Alexandria to keep their 
„ Aſſembly in the Fields: That this was 
5 which oblig'd him to cele- 
* btate in the Great Church before it 
* was conſecrated, which he did ſo much 


the rather, becauſe, during the Faſt of 


* Lent, many Perſons had been hurt in 
"i the 


WT Athan, Apol. ad Imp- Conftantiom,” 


Bo Ar Hiſtofieal Ely upob ube 


a tlie Preſs of the People:“ So heinods 
was the Offence of celebrating. the hol) 
yſteries in a Chu _ unconſfeerated; tho 
now it is become of ſmall Importance, 
and we have the divine Services Per: 
form'd without Scruple in“ unbullowed 
Places, and even the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper adminiſterd ifi many Chu- 
Fon ut this City, that were never (as 
nderftand)' ſet apart by! ene Rite of 
ene. 51092 3H einn Nn 
The Ike usdenisble Eeidenee Wo Have 
for the Weſtern Churches, there being 2 
ermon of St. Ambroſe; entitled, De Heli. 
Tatione | Baſilicd;' pas ar/ the Dedita- 
ion of à Church built by Vralianus and 
Maj anur, the Ground of his Diſcourſe 
taken from the good Centurion, of whom 
85 Few#s' told" our Saviout in St. Luke's 
ofpel, that be loved rhein Nation, und bad 
built chem d Hungogus. The Famer Habe, 
writing to hs S/. „ ſpeakscof ls Church 
Which Himſfelf 4d tone ated; ¶ Nam cum 
Bafilic am Hedituſſomy & afid writing unto 
Felix Bifhbp-of "Cm, ihvſtes Him tothe 
Conſecration' of: 4 Clurthabuilt: by dne 
Baſſianut, tequiring him“ not to faib of 
being there, becauſe he had pfomis'd fot 
kin. . bib 3 50 004 Aves et 2EW * 
131 dee. ) e, Tobi 2417 
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The Council of Ceſar Auguſta, held in 
the latter End of the fifth Century (), 
has ordain'd, in the third Canon, © That if 
% HArian Biſhops, who are not converted, 
&« ſhall conſecrate Churches, they ſhall be 
e conſecrated anew by the Catholick Biſhop. 
So careful and exact was the Church in 
the celebrating of this Rite, that the Bi- 
| ſhop officiating muſt be ſound in the 
Faith, no Heretic, or Favourer of Schiſim, 
or Breaker of the Public Unity. If fo 
much as the Conſecration of a Church by 
an Arian Biſbop was invalid, how would 
the Members of that Council, if they were 
now alive, abhor and loath the Sight of 
our Churches, where the Arian Doctrines 
are publickly ſounded forth without Cen- 
ſure, and are even careſs'd and become 
faſhionable ? | 
St. Gregory, in the ſixth Century, in 
ſeveral Letters gives his Opinion thus 
concerning the Cynſecration of Churches; 
When he gave Commiſſion to Biſhops 
to conſecrate Oratories and Churches, 
the chief Thing that he recommended to 
them was, To take Care that no dead 
* Body were bury'd in the Place. 
If a Biſhop conſecrated an Oratory in 
© another Dioceſe, he declares, that what 
* he had done was null and void. — 
“ The Pagan Temples muſt be conſecrated 
M * with 


—_—_ 


„— 


| 771 Da Pin's Church Hiſtory. 
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382 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon ihe 
« with holy Water, after the Idols were 
* deſtroy'd. — He would not have a 
« new Church conſecrated, unleſs it were 
„ endow'd with a ſufficient Revenue for 
„ maintaining divine Service and the 
/ 15 Clergy. os ET, | 
Avitus, Biſhop of Vienna, in the fixth 
Century, in his five and twentieth Let- 
ter, promiſes his Brother Apollinaris to be 
preſent at the Dedication of a Church, 
and commends the charitable Gifts that 
were deſign'd for the Poor at this 
Feaſt. 2 
The third Canon of the Council of 
Worms, in the ninth Century, ordains, 
* That a Biſhop ſhall not require any Pre- 
„ ſent for the Conſecration of Churches.“ 
In a Council held at Wincheſter, 1076, 
Lanfranc, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, caus'd 
divers Canons to be drawn up, to regu- 
Fl late the Diſcipline of the Church, one of 
1 which was, That divine Service ſhall not 
348 be perform'd in Churches till they be 
9 « conſecrated by the Biſhops. 
1 In the thirteenth Century, Henry the 
Third of England, ſent for Cardinal Otho, 
Legate of the Holy See, who held a Coun- 
cil at London, and propos'd many Decrees, 
the firſt of which concerns the Dedica- 
tion of Churches, and implies, That it de- 
riv'd its Original from the Old Teſtament, th 
and has been obſerv'd by holy Fathers th 
| under 


Conſecration of Churches; 83 


under the New ; that it ought to be ſo- 
lemniz'd with greater Dignity and Care, 
fince then they only offer'd Sacrifices of 
dead Beaſts, whereas now they offer on 
the Altar, by the Hands of the Prieſt, a 
living and true Sacrifice, namely, the 
only Son of God :. Therefore the Fathers 
have, with Reaſon, order'd that ſo ſub- 
lime an Office ſhould be celebrated on- 
ly in conſecygied Places, at leaſt when no 
Neceſſity ce: it to be done elſewhere. 
Having, therefore, ſeen and underſtood 
that a great many deſpiſe or neglect this 
ſacred Miniſtry, and having met with 
a great many Churches, even Cathedrals, 
which, tho' ancient, have not yet been 
conſecrated with Holy Oyl, to remedy 
this Neglect, they order that all Cathedral, 
Conventual, and Parochial Churches, which 
are compleatly built, ſhall be conſecrated 
within“ Two Years by the Dioceſan Bi- 
ſhops, or by their Authority; and the 
ſame Time is preſcrib'd for thoſe that 
ſhall be built hereafter ; and that this 


Statute may be obſerv'd, they prohibit 


the Celebration of Maſs in thoſe 
Churches, which ſhall not be conſecrat- 
ed within two Years after they ſhall be 
built. | 

Near the End of the Reign of Henry 


the Eighth, the Rites and Ceremonies of 


the Church were brought under a Re- 
Wy vie w, 
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24 43 Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
view, (q) and a Rationale drawn up, to ex- 
plain the Meaning and the Signification 


of them; I ſhall give the Reader a Tran- 
ſcript of as much of it as relates to our 
Purpoſe. The Preamble (which admira- 


bly expreſſes the preſent Sentiments of 


the Church of England) runs thus; 


cc 
cc 
cc 
Cc 
tc 


* Tho' it be very Truth, that there is 


a great Difference betwixt the Com- 
mandments and Works & 


tain'd in Scripture are the expreſs 
Commandments of God, which may not 
be infring'd, taken away, or exchang'd 
by any Man; and the other ſaid Rites 
and Ceremonies are appointed and or- 
dain'd by Man, which upon Cauſes 
reaſonable may from Time to Time 


by Governors and Men of Authority 


be alter'd and chang'd; yet Ach Or- 
dinances, Rites, and Ceremonies, de- 
vis'd by ſuch as are in Authority, for 
a decent Order, Quietneſs, and Tranqui- 
lity, ought (all Abuſes arid Superſtition 
clearly taken away) to be with all reve- 
rent Obedience oblerv'd by the People, 
not as Works or Workers for their Salva- 
tion, but as Godly Policies and Ordinan- 
ces, made and devis'd by Chriſtian Go- 
vernors to the Intent (as St. _ 
faith, 


(7) Collicr's Ecc. Hiſf. Vol. 2. p. 191. 
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be done in a Chriſtian Congregation 


with an honeſt Reverence and decent Or- 


dens And therefore, to the End that 


this Church 4 England may be come- 
ly and quietly order'd, and well in- 
tructed, it is thought meet and con- 
venient that the Orders, Ceremonies, 
and Rites following, ſhould be in the 
fame Church honeſtly, obediently, and 


reverently kept and obſerv'd, 


The CHURCH. 


cc And firſt of all, To have a common 


Houſe for Chriſtian People, which we 
call the Church, is very neceſſary, that 


there they may come together, where 


the Word of God is preach'd, the 
Sacraments are miniſter'd, and Prayers 
as well of the People as the Miniſter, 


to Almighty God are made; where- 


fore 'tis convenient that Place and the 
Altars there be ſan&ify'd, waſb d, and 


prepared with Prayers. 


« Sandifyd; that is to ſay, ſeparated 
from ul profane Uſes, and _— 
to the End before rehears'd. And 
therefore no Chriſtian Perſon ſhould 
abuſe the ſame, either by Eating, Drink- 
ing, Buying, Selling, Playing, Danc- 


ing, Dicing, or with any other pro- 


«© fange 


. 2 n 

r BY. IN 1 fo * A - 

1 — * r = SIE. ld oF 
i i 8 


% & 8 uy 8 


— 3 — I ny 
— — * 2 | « FAS W ” — WE 
CIS WS. _ =; * . A. - . 
— — — — .. —-— __.. 


2 I r Dr 
P 
_ , ar 


> 


Eid 5 = by A N — 
— -_ * A * * — 
S — A 4 Y 424224 3 ok * 
e ne nen Sr 22 + — — e 8 „. K 3 . — . Ati 2.7 => rs 2 
— WA We > Sg or nd N 2 — — r , n 8 2 EET ny 
4 * A I \ 74 SY . y «AL 4 . 
— wh — — ” — y . a > 


a — — — LES 
N n 722 R 
© ay 7» my $ 


4 
* 
"x 
4 3 \ 
* b * 
FS 
* 
$4 
- <4 
| 
5 4 
* 
8 
* 1 
* 
F 
$ 
{Et # 
15 
* 


7 
f 
141 
EY 
1 
17 


1 


- — —- IS . by 


E N PI . le * p; 4 Bios > - . 
S a 2 pop ret mom — — — — 
4 e al oth 
x 68 a PEE OE DIL os 
ze 
4 . 2 7 i N 


feet She go 


wg 
4 . . r 2 — 7 2 
— — —— 2: — - x pn y 8 1 5 — * *. 
« , $4 4 
— 2 — — — - ” l 


— 


4 4 
4h = 
. 7 "I - — 
1 — 


86 4A Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 


„ fane or worldly Matter. For all 


60 


* Soberneſs, Quietneſs, and Godlineſs 


ought there to be uſed. 
M Waſhd; to admoniſh all Chriſtian 


People to waſh inwardly their own 


Hearts and Conſciences, which be the 
living Temples of God, before they 
ſhall approach to the Uſe of any Ho- 
ly Myſtery there. 1 

« Prepar'd with Prayers; that the Sa- 
craments there miniſter'd may be ac- 
ceptable to Almighty God; and that 
it may pleaſe him to hear the hum- 
ble and devout Prayers of his People 
there, and that all Things there done 
and heard by them may be to the 


Commodity and Wealth of their Souls. 


The CHURCH-YARD. 


“ And albeit that a glorious Sepul- 
ture, is not profitable to the wicked 
Man, and an evil Sepulture hurts not 
the good Man, yet to put us in Re- 
membrance of Death, that we may 


leave Sin and Wickedneſs, and to teſtify 


our Faith and Hope of the Reſurre- 
Hon of our Bodies, therefore *tis con- 
venient that the Church-yard, for a 
Place of common Burial for Chriſtian 
People, ſhould be ſan#if9g'd and ballow- 


ed; and if it chances the ſame to be 


N polluted 


.. Ov 


violent 
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c polluted we think it convenient to be 
& reconcild again. | | 
In the Sixth of Edward the Sixth, in 
Order that conſecrated Places ſhould not 
be profan'd by Fighting and Quarrelling, 
as they had been ſince the Epiſcopal Ju- 
riſdiction and the ancient Ceremonies of 
the Church were leflen'd in Authority 
and Reputation, to that End it was en- 


acted in Parliament; That (7) F any Per- 


on whatſoever, after the firſt Day of Ma 
ef es ER: ſhould oaths, 2 54 
brawl in any Church o Church-Yard, he 
ſhould be ſuſpended ab ingreſſu Eccleſiæ, 
if he were a Lay-Man, and from his Mi- 
niſtration if he were a Prieſt. That if any 
Perſon, _ that Time, ſhould ſmite pr lay 
ands upon another, he ſhould be 

deemed to be Excommunicate ipſo Facto, 
and be excluded from the Fellowſhip and 
Company of Chriſts Congregation ;, and, fi- 
nally, that if” w_ Perſon ſhould ſtrike ano- 
ther with any Weapon in the Church. or 
Church-Yard, or draw his Sword with an 
Intent to ſtrike another with the ſame, and 
thereof be lawfully convicted, he ſhould be 
puniſh'd with the Loſs of one of his Ears. 
A ſeaſonable Severity, ſays the Hiftorian, 
and much conducing to the Honour both 
of Church and State. 
Ig And 
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88 4» Hiſtorical Eſſay upon be 
And thus I end the Authorities I have 


colle&ed to vindicate and. explain the 
Uſe and the Form of the Conſecration of 
Churches mon rain. 


b FEC 


HA P. VIII. 


The Magnificence, the Ornaments, and 

the Form of the firſt Churches 4. 
mong Chriſtians; and the Reaſon of 
diſtinguiſhing them by the Name of 
our Saviour, of the Virgin Mary, 
of, Angels, Saints, Martyrs, Nc. 


ö cannot be ſuppos'd that in the 
early Ages of the Goſpel, when 
the Eſtates of Chriſtians were 


ſhip were mean and almoſt wnadorn'd, 
ſuitable to their Fortunes ; the Profeſſors 
of Religion conſulted more the On 
than the Statelineſs of their Temples, lea 
by expending too much in Ornament, 
they ſhould draw upon themſelves the 
Envy and the Ravage of their Enemies; 
yet in the more early Times, when the 
e 


2oppreſs'd with the Avarice and : 
heavy Bran of the Perſecutors, but 
their Churches and Places of publick Wor- 


Oonſecration of Churches 89 
Fury and Fierceneſs af the Pagan Powers 
kept them low, they beautiſy d their Ora- 
tories and Places of Worſhip ; eſpecially 
if we. may believe. the Author of the 
Dialogue ii Lucian, (who lived within 
the rst Age), who bringing in one Cri- 


tias that was perſuaded by the Chriſtians, 


to go to the Place of their Aſſembly, 
(which by His Deſcription ſeems to have 
been an LUyper- Room) tells us, that after 
they had gone up ſeveral Stairs they 
came at laſt into a; Room that was ober- 
laid with Gold, where he beheld nothing 
but a: Company of Perſons with their 
Bodies bam a down and pale Faces. I 
know. the Deſign of the Divlogue..is to 
abuſe and deride the Chriſtians, but there 
s no Reaſon. to believe the Author in- 
vented. thoſe Circumſtances, which could 
make nothing at all to his Purpoſe. . - 

But: when the Civil Power came into 
the Faith, and protected the Chriſtians 
in their Worſhip, they had no longer 
Recourſe to Dens, and Caves, and Upper- 
Rooms, but they ſet about the Founda- 
tion of Churches in the moſt ſolemn 
Manner; the Congributions of Chriſtians 
being chearful ad liberal, even to a 
Magnificence comparable to that of the 
Jewiſh Princes towards the Building of 
Solomon's' Temple; the Splendor and Or- 
nament of their Churches encreas'd, ac- 
88 N cording 
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96 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 


cording to the Entertainment Chri- 


ſtianity met with, till the Empire becom- 
ing Chriſtian, their Temples roſe up in- 
to Grandeur and Gallaniry, as Euſebius 
has told us of the Church at Tyre, which 
we perceive was incomparably ſumptu- 
ous and magnificent. From this Time 


the Chriſtians ſpar'd no Coft to adorn 


their Churches, the Fabrick was moſt 
Noble, the Ornaments within ſuitable to 


the outward Beauties, the Altars furniſh'd 


with rich Plate, even to the Envy and 
Aſtoniſhment of the ſpightful Gentiles; 
inſomuch that Felix, a. Proconſul, in the 


Time of Fulian the Apoſtate, a litthe af- 
ter the middle of the following Centu- 


ry, when the Churches were given up 
to Spoil and Sacrilege, cryed out upon 
the Sight, Behold in what rich Veſſels they 
adminiſter to Jeſus the Son of Mary! 


How ſordid now appear the lurking 


Conventicles of the Puritan Who creeps 
into dark Lanes and Allies, as if Reli- 
gion (even in this Reign of Liberty) 
were under the Iron Hands of Perſecu- 
tion, and he thought it meritorious to 
offer to his God of that which coſt him 
nothing. The PrimitiveCþbriſtians thought 


no Expence too dear to teſtify their Ve- 


neration and Eſteem for their Holy Faith, 
and, even in the moſt difficult Times, 
when their Affemblies were confin'd to 
Chambers 


| Conſecration'of Churches 51 
Chambers and private Rooms, thoſe Apart- 
ments were ſolemnly Conſecrated, and de- 
voted. to the Offices of Religion, and ne- 
ver again wnballow'd by vulgar and Do- 
meſtick Uſes; but our Se@ariſts (the pro- 
fes d Enemies of Antiquity and Primitive 
Practice) ſtrive to debaſe the Dignity of 
Religion, and aſſemble in Places, that 
| (no queſtion) have too often ſerv'd the 
Ends of Luxury and Intemperance. How 
much it is for the Reputation. of this 
Proteſtant City to Lett out the publick 
Halls of their Companies to ſuch Gueſts 
WW I ſhall at preſent leave undetermin'd. 

It is eaſy to note (ſays Biſhop Hall (s) 
„how the Extreme of ſuperſtitions Cu- 
„ riofity hath crept into the Church of 
> WW © Rome, infomuch that it may well vye 
with the Fewiſb for Niceneſs and Mul- 
y (4 titude of Obſervances; a juſt Volume 
8 


« would not contain the curious Scru- 

g V ples of their nice Obſervances in their 
s Veſtments, Conſecrations, Sacramental 
1“ Rites, and indeed in the whole Carriage 
* of their Religious Devotions; but ſurea 
* ly\I fear they are not more faulty in 
x: _— one Extreme than many. Chriſtians 
* are in the other, who place 2 Kind of 
* Holineſs in à flovenly Nægled; who are 
* apt to higgle with the Almighty, and in 
* a baſe Niggardlineſs pinch him in the 
13 Allow, 

l — 


Allowances of his Service. Wiſe Chri- 
< ſtians fit down in the Mean now un- 
der the Goſpel, avoiding a careleſs and 
boy *. Parſmonious Neglect on the one Side, 
and a ſuperſtitious. Slovenlinefs bn the 
other; the painted Looks and laſci- 
« vious” Gaudineſs of the Church upon 
the Hills, and the careleſs ge 

« Dreſs of ſome Churches in the Vally. 
Many are the Objections againſt the 
Magnificence and Ornaments of Churches; 
bur (ſays Mr. (2) Hooker) * has God any 
„ where: reveal'd that it is his Delight 
« to. dwell Beggarly, that he takes no 
« Pleaſure to be worſhip'd only in poor 
% Cottages? Was not he moſt acceptably MW * 
© honour'd, when the Statelieſt Places 
and Things i in the whole World were WW 1 
* ſought out to adorn his Temple? Doſt W 4 
„thou build a Church in a City? J 
let it exceed the moſt magnificent Pæ· I t 
* laces in that City; in a Village? let C 
< it equal, nay excel all the Houſes' of W A 
< the Village; becauſe yum 2 is . 0 
* of God, Hut what is the zen and the . 
< moſt excellent in its Kind; be Fon N 
& which I build, ſays Solomon to Hiram, 2 
i great, hear the Reaſon, becauſe great 
ic our God above all Gode. The Work 
* (of Ne the T 8 2 is. great, ſays 
Ts David, 


? 


- * 5 . — 2 . 
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Conſecration of Churches. 93 
«David, and why? For the. Palace is 
not for Man, but for the Lord God. 

© The ' Ornaments' and Decorations that 
were beſtow'd by the Primitive Chriſt- 
ians upon their Churches were ſolemnly 


Noble; they had fix'd Altars of poliſh'd 


Marble, compaſs'd in with Rails, to fence 
off Rudeneſs and Trreverence; and Perſons 


| regarded them with mighty Veneration 


and Reſpect, which ſoon grew ſo high, 
that they became Aſylums and Refupes, 
to protect innocent Perſons and unwary 
Offenders from immediate Violence and 
Oppreſſion. Their Churches were ſet off 
with the greateſt Variety of Sculpture 
and Imagery, the Uſe of which was mere- 
ly Hiſtorical, to add ſome Beauty, Orna- 
ment; and Solemnity to the Place, which 
After-ages unhappily improv'd into Su- 
perſtition and Idolatry. How far ſhort of 
the Primitive Pattern are our Modern 
Churches? Theſe innocent Ornaments of 
Art and Piety are thought to ſmell ſtrong 
of Popery, and even the hens Bm Scrip- 
ture upon painted Glaſs is Superſtition. 


No Images but of Lions and Unicorns 


are now the Embelliſhments” of our 
Chutches, and the Arms of the Civil 
Magiſtrate may ſtand with Applauſe, 


where the Croſs," the Arms of our Cru- 
cih Saviour, (if we believe the Calvin- 
„„ 9) AM SUDE PETE TD TE 
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| conſiſted generally of three Parts; the 


in the firſt Part of it ſtood the Catechu- 
mens,” or firſt | Learners, of Chriſtianity, 


94 43 Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
it) muſt be defaced as Popiſh and Ido- 
re r ents, 4G ow 

The Form of the Primitive Churches 
was for the moſt Part Oblong, to keep 
the better Correſpondence with the Fa- 
ſhion of a Ship, the common Notion and 


Metaphor by which the Church was u- 


| 

( 

; 

7 
ſually repreſented; and to put us in MW 
Mind that we are taſſed up and down 
in this World as upon a ſtormy and tem- Ne 
peſtuous Sea, and that out of the Church u 
there is no ſafe Paſſage to Heaven, the 0 
Harbour we all hope to arrive at. Be- WW a 
fore the Entrance (eſpecially after they 1A 
began to arrive at more Perfection) was Wl at 
the Porch, in greater Churches, of fome- le 
what larger Capacity, adorn'd many times i ot 
with goodly Porticoes, Marble Columns, Ine 
Fountains, and Ciſterns of Water, and WW Cl 


cover'd over for the Conveniency of thoſe WW © 


that ſtood or walked there; here ſtood fe 
the loweſt Order of the Penitents, beg- Ml Bi 
ging the Prayers of the Faithful as they IN. 
went. in. For the Church it ſelf, ut WR 


firſt was the Nartbex., (which we have 
no proper Word to expreſs ;) it was that 
Part of the Church that lay next to the 
great Door, by which they entred in; 


in the Middle the Euergumeni, or thoſe 
. who 


. * 'V 
| * 


ren 


w Wa 


Conſecration of Churches. 95 
wlio were poſſeſs'd by Satan, and in 
this Part alfo ſtood the Font, or Place 


of Baptiſmal Initiation; and towards the 


upper End was the Place of the Hear- 
ers, Who were one of the Ranks of Pe- 
nitents, The ſecond Part contain'd the 
Middle or main Body of the Church, 
(call'd Navis by the Latins, from whence 


| comes our Term of Nave of the Church) 


where the Faithful aſſembled for the 
Celebration of Divine Service, the Men 
and the Women having their diſtinct 
Apartments, leſt, at ſuch Times, unchaſt 
and irregular Appetites ſhould be kind- 
led by a promiſcuous interfering with 
one another. In this Part of the Church, 
next to the entring into it, ſtood the 
Claſs of the Penitents, who were call'd 
Kneelers, becauſe at their going out they 
fell down upon their Knees before the 
Biſhop, who laid his Hands upon them. 
Next to them was the Pulpit, or rather 
Reading Deſk, where the Scriptures were 
read and preach'd to the People. Above 
that were the Faithful, the higheſt Rank 
and Order of the People, and who a- 
lone communicated at the Lord's Table. 
The Third Part was the Chancel, ſepa- 
rated from the reſt of the Church by 
neat Rails; into this Part none might 
come but ſuch as were in Holy Orders, 
unleſs. it were the Greek Emperors, who 

were 


2 


95 An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
were allow'd to come up to the Ta- 
ble to make their . Offerings, Within 
this Diviſion the moſt conſiderable Thing 
was the Altar (as they metaphorically WM. 
call'd it, becauſe there they offer'd the 
commemorative Sacrifice of Chriſt's Bod) 
and Blood) behind which, at the very 
upper End of the Chantel, was the Chair fl 
or Throne of the Biſhop, on both Sides 
whereof was the Seats of the Preſbyrers Ml , 
(for the Deacons might not here fit Ml 
own z) the B:ſbop's Throne was raisd up MW . 
ſomewhat higher from tlie Ground, and . 
from thence I ſuppoſe it was that he. 
uſually deliver'd his Sermons to the Peo- Y .. 
ple. Adjoining to the Chancel, on the Ml .. 
North Side, was the Diaconicon, ſo call dM .. 
becauſe it was peculiarly” committed to Ml .. 
the Deacon of the Place; it was in the . 
Nature of our modern Veſtries, the Sa- 
criſiy, wherein the Plate, Veſſels, and Veſt- .. 
ments belonging to the Church, and o-. 
ther Things, dedicated to Holy Uſes, . 
were laid up. On the other Side of . 
the Chancel was the Pretheſis, or Place . 
where Things were prepar'd in Order 
to the Sacrament, where the Offerings 
were laid, and what remain'd of the 
Sacramental Elements, till they were diſ- 
pos'd of. And this may ſerve for a 
ſhort View. of the Churches of thoſe firſt B 
| " EITST IH 0 S990 BHT 975% 1 Bales, i 
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| onſecration'of Churchs- 99 
Times, after they began to grow up 
into Beauty, Order, and Perfection. 
There is an Objection, ſays Mr. Hooł- 
er, (v) againſt the Faſhion of our 
Churches, as being framed according 
* to the Pattern of the Fewiſh Temple; 
% Fault no leſs grievous, if it were 
true, than if ſome King ſhould build 
| © his Manſion-Houſe by the Model of 
* Solomon's Palace. So far as our Church- 
* ex and their Temple have one End, 
+ what ſhould Jett, but that they ma 
„ lawfully have one Form? The Temple 
“ Mas for Sacrifice, and therefore had 
* Rooms for that Purpoſe, ſuch as Ours 
* have none; our Churches are Places 
„provided, that the People might there 
* aſſemble themſelves in due and de- 
cent Manner, according to their ſeve- 
ral Degrees and Orders; which Thing 
being common unto us with TFews, 
* we have our Churches divided, tho 
* not into ſo many Partitions as theirs. 
£ We have but one between the Clergy 
and the reſt (which yet is not ob- 
* ſerv'd with any great Strictneſs or 
53 © Curioſity) ; the Cauſe whereof, at the 
of 0 firſt, was, that as many as were ca- 
i. , pable of the Holy Myſteries, might 
„there aſſemble themſelves, and no o- 
|| ther creep in amongſt them. This is 
| | now 
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„ now made a Matter ſo heinous, as if 


« our Religion; were thereby become 


1 plain Fudaiſm, 1130 


Upen a Review. of this ancient Pat- 


tern of the Primitive Churches, how ſo- 
lemn and well-diſpoſed, how venerable 


does the Faſhion of them appear? How 


adapted to preſerve the Decency and Or- 
der of Divine Worſhip? How exact and 
regulated in their ſeveral Diviſions, to 
accommodate the Congregation, and to 
lace them according to their Degrees 
in Spiritual Improvements ? But our Mo- 
dern Fabricks, we perceive, have no Re- 
gard to Proviſions of this Kind; the Fi- 
gure of our late Churches, if we com- 
pare: them with the Primitive, reſemble 
more the Form of Theaters than the 
regular Model of the $r/? Chriſtians. 
The diſtinguiſhing of our Churches by 
the Names of Angels, or Saints, or Mar- 


tyre, is 2 Cuſtom of a very ancient Date. 


That Churches were Conſecrated to none 
but to the Lord only, the Grammatical 
Conſtruction of the Word is a good E- 
vidence, Church, in Greek, ſignifying the 
Lord's Houſe. But as the Multitude and 
Variety of Things have given Occaſion 
to their being known by different Ti- 
tles and Appellations, ſo the Founders 


of Churches pleas'd their own: Fancies, 


by diſtinguiſhing their New Fabricks by 
EEE, Tl particular 
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particular Names, with a Deſign, that 
whenever thoſe Buildings came to be 
mention'd, the Names ſhould put them 
in Mind of ſomething memorable in the 
Character of the Perſons or Things whoſe 
Titles they bore. And thus it comes 
to paſs that all Churches have had their 
Names, ſome as Memorials of Peace, ſome 
of Wiſdom, ſome in Memory of the Tri- 
nity it ſelf, ſome of Chriſt under ſun- 
dry Titles, of the Bleſſed Virgin not a 
few, many of one 


poftle, Saint, or Mar- 
tyr, many of all. Th 


he Deſign of this 
iſtinction of Churches has given Oc- 


caſion to Ignorant and Fanatic Perſons, 


in theſe later Ages, to charge it with 
Superſtition ; as if thoſe Places that were 
denominated of Angels and Saints, were 
ordain'd for the Service of thoſe Glo- 
rious Creatures; or as if thoſe Glorious 
Beings were to take ſuch Places under 
their immediate Patronage and Protection. 
But, as St. Auſtin obſerves, we appoint no 
Churches to. Them, becauſe they are not to 
us as Gods. The Nations to their Gods 
erected Temples, we, not Temples to our 
Martyrs as unto Gods, but Memorials as 
unto dead Men, whoſe Spirits with God 
are /jil] Living, But whatever our An- 
ceſtors might deſign, or however Su- 
perſtitious their Meaning was in Naming 
their Churches, we have nothing of this 

2 O 2 Nature 
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Nature to anſwer for, ſince tis for meer 
Diſtinction that we make Uſe of Names 
without any other Regard. The Seca- 
riſes themſelyes, in ſome Meaſure, com- 
ply. with the Cuſtom of. diſtinguiſhing 
their Meeting-Houſes by the Names of 
Saints, that 1s, of their Holgers-forth, the 
| only Saint they canonige and adore, _ 


CHAP, 1%. 
The public Feaſtings, and other Demon 


frations of joy uſed by Jews, 
Heathens, and Chriſtians, upon the 


Days of the Conſecration F their 
Tepples and Churches, 5 


II may not a little conduce to 
prove the high Eſteem which 
= the Conſecration of ſacred Places 
== had in primitive Times, by tak- 
ing a ſhort View of the ſ plengjd Sole: 


4 - 'e — * 


— 


Conſecration of Churches, 181 
öà Look upon the Dedication of Soloman's 
Temple, and we ſhall find, that there aſ- 
n ſembled at that Time, and upon that 
N Occaſion, the Elders of Iſrael, and all the 
> W Heads of the Tribes, the Chief of the Fa- 
f WW thers of the Children of Iſrael, 1 Kings 
e vill. 1, All the Men of Iſrael, v. 2. the 
Prieſts and Levites, v. 4. Nor were the 
| Sacrifices ſhort of this great Aſſembly, it 
being ſaid that Solomon ſacrific'd to the 
Lord Two and twenty thouſand Oxen, and 
a Hundred and twenty thouſand Sheep, v. 63. 
ſo many, that they could not be told nor 
numbered for Multitude, v. 5. Here is ſuf- 
„ W ficient, not only to anſwer the End of 
the moſt ſolemn Sacrifice, but a Royal hx: 
2 MW ſuitable to entertain a Million of People, 
and provided on Purpoſe to add a greater 
ir Honour to the Dedication of that glori- 
pus Temple, for fo it follows in the . 
v. 65. And at that Time Solomon held a 
Feaſt, and all Iſrael with him, a great Con- 
gregation, from the Entring in of Hamath 
unto the aero Egypt, before the Lord 
el our God, ſeven Days and ſeven Days, even 
k-Y fourteen Days, | 
-The ſecond Temple, as it was ſhort of 
ne this in Bigneſs and outward Beauties, ſo 
1 fell it ſhort alſo in the Pomps of the 
a Dedication, the People being then in a 
| low Condition, impoveriſh'd by their long 
Captivity, and not fully ſettled; and =o 
, . : =—_ 
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the Scripture (2%) informs us, That 2 
Children of Iſrael, the Prieſts and Levites, 
and the reft of the Children 4 the Captivity, 
kept the Dedication of this Houſe of God 
with Joy; and offer d, at the Dedication 
of this Houſe of God, an hundred Bul- 
locks, two hundred Rams, and four hundred 
Lambs. far ſhort indeed of the Magnifi- 
cence of Solomon's in thoſe happy Days, 
and yet agreeable enough to their pre- 
fent Fortunes. e . 
Of the Solemnities and Feaſts of De- 
dication in the Time of Judas Maccabeus 
we have ſaid ſomething already. The 
Dedication of the Temple built by Herod 
follows next, of which Foſephus, gives 
this Account (x), They celebrated à great 
Feaſt in Honour of the Reſtoration of the 
Temple; which being told us in the ge- 
neral, he next adds, That the King offer d 


1p three hundred Oxen unto God, and the 


reſt, of them each one according to his Abi- 
lity, offer'd ſo many Sacrifices, that they could 
hardly be numbered. About the very Time 
of” the Celebration of this Feaſt, in Honour 


of the Re-edification of the Temple, the King's 


Day of Coronation fell out, which he uſed 
to ſolemnize every Tear with great Foy, and 


for this twofold Occaſion the Solemnity and 


Foy were far more ſumptuous and compleat. 


— 


(*) Ezra 6. 16, 17. 
fx) Joſeph. J. 15. c. 14. 
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The Romans, guided by Example or 
the Light of Nature, perform'd theſe De- 
dications with as great Pomp and Solem- 
nity (and probably with as ſplendid 
Feaſts) as the em had done before them. 
Concerning which, beſides what has been 
ſaid already, we need but look upon the 
Dedication of the Capitol in the Reign of 


Veſpaſian, the Pomp and Order of it thus 


deſcrib'd by Tacitus, (y) firſt, in the Way 
of Preamble : Undecimo «Kal. Julias, ſe- 
rend luce, ſpatium omne quod Templo dica- 
batur evinctum vittis coroniſque; ingreſſi 


milites, quibus fauſta nomina, felicibus ra- 


mis. Dein Virgines Veſtales cum pueris pu- 
elliſque, Patrimis Matrimiſque, aqud rivis 
G fontibus amnibuſque hauſi4, perluere. 
Upon the eleventh of the Kalends of July, 
(or twenty firſt of June) being a promiſing 


fair Day, the whole Plot of the Temple was 


bound and tied about with Fillets and Gar= 
lands : The Soldiers, whoſe Names had for- 
tunate Significations, enter'd in with Olive 


| Branches in their Hands, (for ſo I think 


the Author means by felicibus ramis.) 
. the Veſtal Virgins, with Boys and 

irls that had both Father and Mother a- 
live, waſhed it with Waters fetched from 
Rivers, and Springs, and running Streams. 
It follows in the Author, Tum Helvidius 
Priſcus Prætor, precuntePlauto Eliano Pon- 
NN x "Kg os | i fſce, 


* Corn. Tacit. Hiſt, J. 4* 


| C Es 
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' tifice, hiftrata Bove, &c. Then Helvidius 
Priſcus the Prætor, Plautus Elianus the 
Chief Pontifex, dictating the ſolemn Words 
of the Dedication, (for ſo I underſtand 
the Word preeunte in that Place) hallow- 
ed the Floor with the ſolemn Sacrifice of a 
Swine, a Sheep, and a Bullock, and laying 
the Entrails upon a green Turf, calling firſt 
upon Jupiter, Juno, Minerva, and the reſt 
of the Gods, Protectors of the Empire, that 
they would proſper the Work, exalt and ad- 

-vance this their own Habitation, begun by 
the Devotion of Men, with their divine and 
celeſtial Power; the Magiſtrates and Prieſts, 
the Senate and Gentlemen, with a great Part 
f the People, preſſing with great Defire and 
Joy to bebold the Ceremonies, And tho' 
this ſeems to be the Dedication only of 1 
'the Area or Plot of Ground upon which 


the Capitol was built, yet it ſhews very lo 
plainly with what Solemnity and Pomp ſh 
of : Ceremonies the ancient Romans uſed - 


to celebrate their Dedicationss 

But for the Practice of Chriſtians, it is | fY 
evident, that they were no ſooner freed 
from the Tyranny of Perſecution, in the 
Time of Conſtantine, but they obſerv'd 
theſe Dedications with the greateſt Solem- 
nities, and the moſt magnificent Enter- | Er 


tainments, call'd therefore , toglas Ep 
-Dedication-Feaſis, celebrated with a great Pe 


Concourſe of Prelates and People 2 
x0 all — 


O Niceph, Hiſt, Eec. 7. 5. 7. yo. 
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all Parts, and folemniz'd with publick 
Prayers and eloquent Orations When 
the Emperor had founded the Temple of 
the Holy Martyrs at Fernſalem, we find 
that he prepar'd himſelf for the Eucœnia, 
or its Dedication, mviting and ſummoning 
the moſt eminent Prelates of thoſe Parts, 


| and entertaining theſ with Feaſts in the 


moſt: munificent and fumptuous Manner, 
The particular Solemnities of this Dedi- 
cation are related before; but Nicephorts 
adds farther (z), It was (ſays the Hiſto- 
rian) the fhurteenth Day of September, 
which from that Time forwards war annu- 
ally ker Holy in the Churth of Jeruſalem 
by all Sorte of People, the Church then being 
aſſembled in an holy Congregation eight 
Days together; but this more properly be- 
longs to the next Chapter, where we 
ſhall again' meet with it. Nor was the 
Ceremony or the religious Part of theſe 
Dedications perform'd with leſs Solemni- 
ty than with Feaſting and Entertainments; 
that Office belonging ancicntly to the 
Biſhop, and not communicable to any of 
inferior Orders, as well to add the greater 
Reputation to that ſacred Action, as to 
preſerve the Dignity and Eſteem of the 
Epiſcopal Calling. And ſince the Biſhops, 
in their ſeveral Charges, were the only 
Perfons that could adminiſter this Rite, I 
P cannot 
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cannot doubt but there was ſome ſet and 
appointed Form, in which that Action was 
then celebrated; tho' what that Form 
Was, of What particular Ceremonies, 
what Prayers and .BenediGions it conſiſted, 
J have not found amongſt the Authors 
of thoſe Times, that I dare rely upon. 

Where now is the Popery or the Pro- 
Fanene ſt of making Feaſts and Entertain- 


ments upon the Day of our Churches 


Dedications'? Where's the Uncourtlineſs, 
the Anti- Proteſtantiſm, if, beſides the Bi- 


hop of the Dioceſe, the Prelates: and the 


Clergy who reſide near, ſhould grace the 


Solemnity with their Preſence? Where's 
the diſobliging of Difſenters, the Hetero- 


doxy, or the Harm done, if a 'Regimient 
of! the [Royal Guards were, at the Com- 


mand of the Biſbap, to attend and ſet 


offi the Ceremony ? If Bonfires, and Illu- 


Artillery, were order'd, by Authority, to 
recommend the Feſtivity of the Occa- 
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K the iniquity of aL eh Fe 
ſtivals, in Memory of the Day of 40 
Conſecration of Churches; with an 

5 Account of o Country Wakes in 

England, of their Si 4 and. Eſta- 

4 bliſament, + a. 2a Vas. 


E fame nethret Regard to ke. 
Ar ligion that induc'd Mankind, 
all Ages, ſolemnly to ch 
Places for the Exerciſe of divine 
service, moved them likewiſe annually to 
obſerve the Day of the Conſecration, and to 
renew thoſe Feaſ?s and publick Rejoycings 
that had been once celebrated in Honour 
of ſo great a Work. The Cuſtom of keeping 
Anniverſary Days we often meet with in 
the Roman Annals, in Memory of the De- 
dication of their Temples; and the Church- 
Hiſtory gives us frequent Inſtances of | 
theſe yearly Solemnities, in Commemora- 
p. tion of the Conſecration of Churches. 
dome Shadow of this Cuſtom ſtill remains. 
"Dear s + among 


108 41 HiſtoricabEſſay: wpou le 
among us at this Day, in the Wakes ob- 
ſerv'd in ſeveral Counties, wilth, in Cor- 
reſpondence with the Encenia of the 
ancient Church, are annual Feſtivals, kept 
in Country Villages, in Memory of the 
Dedication of their particular Churches. 

Theſe Anniverſary Feſtivals were firſt 
(as I. ſuppoſe) . introduc'd among the 

ewa by Judas Maccabeus, who having 


ept the Dedication of the Altar eight Days 


together, (a) with bis Brethren, and with 
the whole Congregation of Iſrael, ordained, 
that the Days of the Dedication A the Al- 
tar ſhould” be kept in their Seaſon from Year 
to Year, by the Space of eight Days, with 
Mirth and Gladneſs. This they ordained 
by a common Statute and Decree, that every 
Year thoſe Days ſhould be kept by the whole 
Nation of the Jews: Foſephus' gives this 
Account of the Solemnity, For eight 
% Days together, (and conſequently upon 


g Sabbath-day) Fudas celebrated the: 
© Feſtival of the Recovery of the Temple, 


« in which there was no Kind of innocent 
& Recreation omitted; the People were 
* entertain'd with ſumptuous and coſtly 
« Feaſts; every Thing ſounded out Hymns 
% and Pſalms to the Praiſe of God; and 
from that Time this Cuſtom, prevail'd 


* among us, and we call it the Feftival of 
Lighbta, for this Reaſon, as I think, be- 
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6 le ſo great a2 Happineſs fone mw 
e expectedly upon us. 

The Romans dbſerv'd this Manga F; Holly | 
likewiſe; which, whether. they did 
Imitation of the 7 eue, or that the 
Jews took up this .uſtom + to — 
with them, who were then grown conift- 
derable in the Eye of the World, is hard 


to determine; 55 for the Romans, it is 


moſt certain, that they obſerv'd the An- 
niverſary of many of their Dedications in 
2 Feſtival Way, (Y) which, if we conſult 
the Roman Kalendar, we ſhall find diſpos'd 
of two or three in one Month; ſo fre- 
quent were thoſe Feſtivals among the 
Romans, and fo religiouſly obſery'd both. 

Fews and Gentiles. +; 

It is the leſs to be admir'd thereforg 11 
the Chriftians,. in Imitation of theſe Ex- 
amples, obſerv'd alfo theſe. Annual So- 
lemnities in Memory of the Dedication; 
of their Churches; more eſpecially re- 
garding the Practice of the FZerws, and the 
Honour our Saviour did the Anniverſary 


Feaſt of the Dedication of the Tann u g 


hie own Preſence. 

The firſt Annual Feſtival of this Na- | 
ture, which we find in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto» 
ry, is that of the fourteenth. of Septem- 
ber, held once a. Year in Feruſalem, in 
Memory of the Dedication of the On 
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oe the Hi Martyrr, fo ſolemnly 'cele- 


brated by the Emperor Conſtantine, and 
continu'd eight Days together without In- 


termiſſion. This conforms exactly with 


the Encœnia of the Fews, propos d (no 
Queſtion) for their Pattern in that Annu- 
al Feſtival. Gregory Nagiangen kas like- 
wiſe told us (c), That it was an old Law, 
and very embellently conſtituted, ta do Honour 
to Churches, by the Feaſts f their Dedica- 


tion; and that not for once only, but upon 


the annual Return of the ſame Day of their 


Conſecrations; left otherwiſe ſuch remark- 


able Tranſa@Fions might be forgotten in a 
long Trac of Time, and be at laſt quite bu- 


»yed in the Grave of Oblivion. This makes 


it evident, that. theſe Anniverſary. Feaſts 
were of long ſtanding in the Church, and 


much earlier than the Decretal of Pope 
Felix the Fourth, who in reſpect to 


this ancient Cuſtom decreed; That the 
Feaſts of the Dedication f Churches, and 


Conſecration of Biſhops, -are to be celebrated 
yearly, according to the Lord's Example, 
who went up to Jeruſalem, with the reſt of 
the People, to ſolemnize the: Feaſt of the 
Dedication, as the Scripture tells us. Where 
we are to'obſerve, that this Pope builds 
not this Injunction upon his ezwn ſole 
Power, but as that Power: was counte- 
nanc'd and receiv'd a Sanction by our Sa- 
viour s Practice. N But 
Z Li I 
(e) Orat. 43. 51 L 
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KL, to come nearer to our ſelves: There 
was a Council held at Ox 2 in, the Year 


1232, (d) where, among other, Laws for 


the Government of the Church, the Feſti. 
vals; were divided into three ſeveral 
Ranks: In the firſt, were thoſe. que 


omni veneratione ſervanda erant, that were 


to be obſerv'd with all Reverence and 
Solemnity: Of this Sort Were, all the 
Lord's Days, and, all the other Feſtivals 


yet obſerv d among us, with. many others 


now ſtruck out of the Kalendar; „ and at 
laſt, the Feaſts F the Dedication, of par- 
ticular Churches, which, in their ſeveral 
Pariſhes, were to be obſerv'd with the 
ſame. Reverence and Solemnity as the o- 
thers were. So alſo, in a Synod of. Arch: 
biſhop .1/lip's (2),.. who was promoted to 
that See in the Year 1349, it was decreed, 
„That on the principal Feaſis there 

«* named, there ſhonld be a more ſtrict 

Hand preciſe Reſtraint from Labour than 


„ had been before; and among them 


we find, the Dedication Feaſts. of particu- 
lar Churches to be as high in their Eſteem 
as any of the greater Feſtivals. From 
hence it moſt evidently appears, that the 
Dedication Feaſt was to be annually ob- 
ſerv'd in each ſeveral Pariſh,, with a So- 
eich equal. to the greater Wenn 
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that which moſt concerns this Buſineſs, 


refident or dwelling within this Realm, 10 


be ſuch as muſt be elſe univerſally obſero'df 


— 


| 


11 A» Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the 
and thät it was to be celebrated on that 


whereon' the Church was conſecrated at 
the firſt. Ke ‚ we a 0. f oe 

5 This Cuſtom, however defended by 
Antiquity, was at length found to draw 
along with it no ſmall Inconvenience; and 
therefote it pleaſed Henry the Eighth, in 
the Year 1536, to ſend out his Roya! 
Injunctions, amongſt 'other Things, for 
the Reſtraint of Holy Days; in which, 


. 
— þ 


are | theſe two Particulars : ' Firſt, That | 
the Dedication of Churches ſhall, in all 
Places throughout the Realm, he cele- 
brated and kept upon the firſt Sunday 
of the Month of O&ober, for ever, and 
upon no other Day: Secondly, That the 
Feaſt of the Patron of every Church with- 
in this Realm, called anciently the 
Church Holy-Day, ſhalt not henceforth be 
kept and obſerved” as an Holy-Day, as 
heretofore hath been ufed ; but that it 
ſhall be lawful to all and fingular - Perſons, 


go to their Work, Occupation, or Myſtery, 
and the ſame truly to exerciſe and occupy 
pon the ſaid Feaſt, as upon any other Work 
Jay, except the ſaid Feaſt or Church Day 


and kept as an Holy-Day by this Ordinance 
following. Now how far theſe Injuncti 
E eli 15 tv ons 
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ons were obſerv'd in theſe Particulars, 


* 


whether they ended upon the Death of 


the Lord Cromwell, by whoſe Authority 
in Convocation they were firſt ſet 'out, - 
and recommended to the King, I am not 
able to determine. . 
But upon the beſt Information I can 
meet with, this ſeems to have been the 
| Cuſtom till the Reign of King Fames the 
Firſt, That in ſuch Places, where the Day 
of the Dedication of the ſeveral Churches 
was worn out of Memory, the Feſtival 
was obſerv'd upon the firſt Sunday in 
OFober, or the next Sunday after Michael 
mas-Day, (which is calPd Feſtum Dedica- 
tionis Ecilefie in the Martyrology) or not 
kept at all: But where there was any 
conſtant Tradition of the Day of the 
Dedication of particular Churches, in all 
ſuch Places the Feaſts were transferr'd 
to the Sunday following, and then joy- 
fully celebrated in liberal Entertainments, 
harmleſs Sports, and Man-like Exerciſes. 
And in this State they continued in 
moſt Parts of the Realm, by the Name 
of Feaſts and Wakes, till the Sabbata- 
rian Doctrine began to get Ground, and. 
the Puritans contended that the Com- 
mandment of the Sabbath was punctu- 
ally and literally to be obſerv'd un- 
der the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. This No- 
tion had obtain'd among ſome of the 
_— Coe 
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Clergy and the : Magiſtrates, : who oblig'd 


the 8 to the Letter of the Law, 
| and reſtrain'd them from going about 


. — 8 q 


even their lawful and ' neceſſary Occa- 
ſions. 15 . IP. 54 Ws VC : 
King James, having made a Progreſs 
into Lancaſbire, obſerv'd, that the exceſ- 
ſeue Scruples of ſome Magiſtrates and Mi- 
niſters, and their tying up People from 
all Sort of Relaxation on the Sunday, 


had given the Papiſts an Occaſion to 


miſ· report the Church of England, as if 
no innocent Recreation was allow'd a- 
mong the Reformed: Nov, to prevent 
their gaining Proſelytes upon this Co- 


lour, the King, then at Greenwich, pub- 


i 


2 > E , 3 . 6 8 5 
in due and convenient Time, without 


: 


liſh'd the following Declaration. 
„That for his good Peoples lawful 


Recreation, his Pleaſure was, that af- 


„ ter the End of Divine Service they 


© ſhould not be diſturb'd, letted, or dif- 
7 earns, from any lawful Recreations; 


* nor from having of May-Games, Whit- 


t ſun-Ales, or Morrice-Dances, and ſet- 


ting up of  May-Poles, or other Sports 


* therewith uſed, ſo as the ſame be had 


E492 00 


« Impediment or Lett of Divine Service. 


This Declaration was deſign'd, by the 


King, for the Uſe of Lancaſbire only, 
and lay almoſt unregarded *till King 
harles the Firſt reviv'd it, and publiſh'd 
IE; N 42 * 
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it again with an additional Clauſe of his 


own ;. the Occaſion of it was this; Some 
of the Judges had made Orders, at the 
Afizes, to ſuppreſs all Revels and Chyrch- 


Ales upon the Sunday; and the publiſh- 
ing this Order was enjoyn'd the Paro- 


cbial Clergy, on the. firſt Sunday in Fe- 
bruary every Year. And in this Buſineſs 
Sir Thomas Richardſun, Chief Juſtice, of 
the King's Bench, was particularly active, 
at the Top Aſſizes in Somerſetſbire. The 
enjoinling the Clergy to. publiſh the Fudges 
Orders in their Churches, was look'd 


upon as an Impoſition, and. an Encroach- 


ment upon the Eccleſiaſtical Courts. Dr, 
Laud, Biſhop of London, complain'd of 
this Uſage. to the King, who command- 
ed the Chief Fuſtice to diſcharge the Or- 
der at the next Aſiges. Richardſon was 
ſo far from . obeying his 2 that 
he confirm'd his 0 rmer Proceedings, and 


made them more menacing than before: 


The King, much diſpleas'd with Richard- 


ſon's Reſolution, commanded the Bi; 


ſhop of London to write' to the Biſhop 


of Bath and Well, for an Account. of 


Matter of Fact, and in what Manner 


the ck and other Feſtivals were may 


nag d; upon the Receipt of this Letter 


the Bilhop ſent for above Seventy Clergy; 
Men, of Character, living in the Coùn- 
try; theſe Divines certify'd under their 
Q 2 Hands, 
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Hands, That on the Feſtivals, which 
commonly fell on the Sunday, Divine 
% Service was moſt ſolemnly perform'd, 
and the Congregation fuller, both in 
* the Forenoon and in the Afternoon, than 
„ upon any. other - Sunday - That the 
cc = $0: 4 Lag 3 . 5 
People defir'd they might be continu'd, 
„ and that the Clergy, in moſt Places, 
were of the ſame Sentiment; they be- 
e liev'd theſe Annual Solemnities ſervice- 
able for preſerving the Memory of the 
„ Dedication of Churches, for making up 
of Friends, 


rre -ſpondence 


© 


% Differences by, the Meetin g 
« for cultivating a good G 
„Among Neighbours, and for refreſh- 
* ing the Poor with the Entertainment. 
„ made upon theſe. Anmoerſaries. 


& : . - 


This Repreſentation of the Caſe, and 
to put a Stop to the Sabbatarian Con- 
troverſy that began to ſpread, induc'd 
the King to publiſh his Father's Decla- 


ration, with a Supplement of his own; 


which was in theſe Words: . 

Now out of a like pious Care for 
the Service of God, and for ſuppreſ- 
e fing of any Humours that oppoſe. the 


* Truth, and for the Eaſe, and Com- 


ce fort, and Recreation of our well-de- 


* ſerving People, We do ny $0d pub: 


eclaration ; 


© liſh our Bleſſed Father's 


* the rather, becauſe, of late, in ſome 
55 7 Counties 
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« Counties of our Kingdom, we find, 
that under Pretence of taking away A 
* buſes, there hath been a general 
Forbidding, not only of ordinary 
* Meetings, but of the Feaſts. of the De- 
« dication of Churches, commonly call'd 
* Wakes. Now, our expreſs. Will and 
„and Pleaſure, is, That theſe 78 45 


“with others, ſhall be obſerv'd; and that 
our Fuſtices of the Peace, in their ſe- 
„ yeral Diviſions, ſhall look to it, both 


* that all Diſorders there may be pre- 
* ſented or puniſh'd, and that all Neigb- 
* bourbood and Freedom, with Man-like 
* and lawful Exerciſes, be uſed. And 


* we farther Command our Fuſtices of 


« A//ize, in their ſeveral Circuits, to ſee 


„of our Loyal and Dutiful People in 
Hor for their lawful Recreations, having 
* firſt, done their Duty to God, and con- 
* tinuing in Obedience to us and our 
4“ Laws, And of this we Command all 


that no Man do moleſt or trouble any 


* our Judges, Fuſtices of the Peace, as 


„ well within Liberties as without, 
* Mayors, Bayliffs, Conſt ables, and other 
* Officers, to take Notice, and to. ſee ob- 


* ſerv'd, as they tender our Diſpleaſure, 
„% And we farther Will, That Publica- 


tion of this our Command be made, 
* by Order from the Biſhops, through. 


WY 
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«© all the Pariſb- Churches of their ſeve- 
ral Dior reſr tive! In en 
ral Dioeeſes reſpective y. 
* Giden at our Palace, at Weſtmin- 


tet, October 18, in the Ninth 
Ft tender o, . 1833. 
enn * Nei 9 
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This Declaration gave great Offence ta 


the Puritans, who, to a Man, contended, 
that the ſtrict Ceremonies of the Few- 
iſh Sabbath were binding upon Chriſtians; 
and, glad of any Pretence to affront the 
Court, the Scribblers of the Party were 
fet to Work, to aſperſe the King, as if 
were hurrying in Popgery, and recom- 
mendirg Profaneneſ to his Subjects. 
However, the Cuſtom of Feaſting and Sport- 
ing at Country Wakes, upon the Sundays, 
was ſtill kept up in moſt Villages, and, 
J am inform'd, prevails at this Day in 
ſome 'of the remote Parts of the King- 
dom. I ſhall not dip my Fingers in this 
Controverſy; but this is certain, that 
thoſe preciſe Refurmers, who ſo religi- 
ouſly deny'd the People the Uſe of Feaft- 
ing and Recreations upon the Lord s- Day, 
ſtrain'd the Obſervation of it higher than 
the Fews ever pretended to in their 
fandGifying of the Sabbath it ſelf; for 
the Commandment, by ſo ſtrictly pro- 
hibiting all Manner e did, queſti- 
onleſs, permit ſome Manner of Pleaſures; 
otherwiſe, the Sabbatical Reſt had been 

| | more 


more afflictive than the Week-Days La- 
bour, and none had gain'd more by it 
than the Ox, and the Aſs, and Beaſts of Bur- 
den; and that ſeemingly rigid Injunction, 
Let none go out of his Place on the Se- 


ſtood, ſays Toſtatus the Commentator, 
otherwiſe it had been a greater Bond- 
age to that wretched People than all the 
Drudgeries of Egypt. The Learned Bux- 
torf, in his Fewiſh Synagogue, informs 
us, that it was permitted that their young 
Men might Walk, and Run, and Dance, up- 
on the Sabbath-Day, and Leap, and Jump, 
and. uſe other Man-like Exerciſes, But 
this Diſpute 1s too render for me to 
meddle with, and therefore I diſmiſs it. 


ay upon the Conſecration of Churches ; 
and, upon a Review of the whole, I have 
Confidence (perhaps it may be Boldneſs) 


at will be as ingenuous as he ought, to be 
>" Ws ſevere as he will; and in Defiance of 
eu the Enemies of this Nite, of what 
fame or Party ſoever, to conclude 
an Wn the Words of Pilate to the turbu- 
ein Went Fews, What I have written, I have 
for Written. f 
ro- 

ſtj- 1 

a The END. 
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venth Day, is not literally to be under- 


Thus have I finiſh'd this Hiſtorical Ef- 


enough to challenge the Reader, if he 
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Goats Eads 
CHAPEILS, and CHURCH-YARDS; 
or PLAGES. of BURIAL. Agreed 
upon in the Lower-Houſe of Cortes 
cation. in tho Year 1712, 


TT HEN the Biſhop and the Clergy (of 


| which there ſhall be two at leaſt) have 
enter d the Church, or Chapel, in their 
9 ſeveral Habits, let them, as they walk 


peat alternately the 24th Pſalm, the Biſhop be- 


2 Tbe Earth ts * Lords, with Gloria 
atr2. 


When they are come to the Lord's Table, the 


nts of Nedication, Donation, and Endowment of 
the eh, or r Chapel, Church-Tar d, or Burial: Place, 
preſented 


up from the 2 to the Faſt End, re. 


Biſhop, ſitting in his Chair, ſhall have the Inſtru- 
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preſented to him by the Founder, or ſome proper 
_ Snbſtitate, which” he-ſhall cauſe” to be read by 


either by the ſecret Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, or 


rected Houſes, Tabernacles, Temples, Synagogues, and 


pleas'd. to promiſe thy eſpecial Preſence in whateve 
Place even two or three of thy faithful Servants ſhal 
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Regi ſter, or other Officer deputed for that Pur- 
poſe: and after that, the Biſhep ſhall lay ſuch 
Inſtrument or. Inſtruments upon the Table, and 
ſtanding on the North Side, ſhall turn tothe Con. 


S 
De Beloved in the Lord, foraſmuch as in al 
Ages of the World, devout and boly Men, moved 


by expreſs. Command of God, or by their own Reaſon 
and Senſ# of the natural Decency of Things, have e. 


Churches, for the Worſhip of God, and ſeparated then 
from all profane and common Uſes, in order to fill Mens 
Minds with greater Reverence for bis glorious Majeſy, 
and affet their Hearts with more Devotion and Hu- 
mility when they approach bis ſacred Preſence ; al 
which pious Defigns have been approv'd, and graciouſ) 
accepted by our heavenly Father; let us not doubt bit 
be will alſo favourably approve this our godly Purpoſe, 
of ſanctifying this Place, and ſetting it a part, in ſ6- 
lemn Manner, to the Performance of the ſeveral Office 
"of our religions Worſhip ;” and let ns faithfully and dl. 
voutly beg his Bleſing on this our Undertaking, and ſay, 


Here let the Biſhop kneel on the Narth-Side o 
the Table. | 00 KY TIP 
O Eternal God, mighty in Power, of Majeſty in 
comprehenſible, whom even the Heaven of Hes 
vens cannot contain, much leſs the Walls of Temple 
made with Hands; and who yet has graciouſly bee 


aſſembl, 
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aſſemble in thy Name, to offer up their Supplications 
and their Praiſes to thee : Vouchſafe, O Lord, to be 


now preſent with us, who are gather d here together, to 


Conſecrate this Place (with all Humility and Readineſs 
of Heart) for ever, to the Honour of thy great Name, 
Z arating it from henceforth from all umballowed, or- 
; and common Uſes, and dedicating it entitely to 
thy Service, for reading thy moſt holy Word, for cele- 
brating thy bleſſed Sacraments, for offering to thy glo- 
rious Majeſty the Sacrifices of Prayer and Thankſgiving, 


for bleſſing thy People in thy Name, and for Per form- 


ance (F all other holy Ordinances. Accept, O Lord, 
this Service at our Hands, and bleſs it in Tech Manner, 
and with ſuch Succeſs, as may tend moſt to thy Glory, 
and the Furtherance of our Happineſs, thro Feſus Chriſt 
pur bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Amen. 


WE: know, O Lord, we are not worthy to appoint 

unto thee any Place, or offer to thee any Thing 
belonging to us; yet, we beſeech thee, out of thine infi- 
"te Goodneſs, to be preſent now among us in this re- 


ligious Action, and graciouſly to accept and proſper this 


our Undertaking. Receive the Prayers and Interceſþ- 


ons of us, and all otber thy Servants, who, either now 
or bereafter entering into this thy Houſe, ſhall call upon 


thee ; and give both them and us Grace (whenever we 


draw near to thy Courts) to prepare our Hearts. with 
Reverence and godly Fear; affect us with an awful 
Apprebenſion of thy Heavenly Majeſty, and with a decp 


Senſe of our own Unworthineſs to appear before thee, 
that ſo approaching thy Sanctuary with Lowlineſs and 


Devotion, we may be careful to bring with us clean 


Thoughts, pure and humble Hearts, Bodies unde filed, 


and Minds ſan#ified, and, waſhing our Hands in In- 


nocency, may come to thine Altar an acceptable People, 


thro” Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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is, ſay the following Prayers, ſtanding up, and 
wath his Face to the Congregation. ay Ps 


o 
. 


: 5 . | . acre he n HEE AK. 
R 44 O Lord, the Supplications of thy Ser- 


I vants, and grant that whoſoever. ſhall be ded;- 
cated to thee in thy Houſe by Baptiſm, may be ſancti· 
yd with the Holy Ghoſt, deliver d from thy Wrath, re- 
ceiv d into the Ark of Chriſt's Church, and ever remain 
in the Number of thy faithful and elect Children, Amen, 
J their own Perſons, undertake to renew the Pro- 
miſes and Vows made by their Sureties for them at their 
Baptiſm, and thereupon ſhall be confirm'd by the Biſhop, 
may receive ſuch a Meaſure of thy Hol 35 that 
they may be enabled faithfully to fulfil the ſame, and 
grow in Grace to their Live's End. Amen. 
Rant, O Lord, that whoſoever ſhall, in this Place, 
I receive the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, thy Son, may come with Faith, Charity, 
and true Repentauce, and being fulfill d with thy Grace 
and heavenly Benediction, may, to their great and end- 


leſs Comfort, obtain Remiſton of their Sins, and all 


ether Benefits of his Paſton. Amen. | 

| . O Lord, that by thy Holy Word, which ſhall 
be read and preach'd within this Place, the Hear- 

ers may both percerve and know what Things they ought 

to do, and may have Grace and Power to fulfil the 


* 


Jame. Amen. 


. O Lord, that whoſoever ſhall be jon d to- 
I gether. in this Place, in the holy Eftate of Matri- 
 mony, may ſurely perform and keep the Vo and (o- 


venant 


- After this, let the Biſbop, continuing where he 


. O Lord, that they. who in this Place ſhall, in 
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enant: betwixt them made, and may remain in perfe@ - Mi 
ou and Peace together unto their Lives End. Amen. | 


Rant, we beſeech thee, Bleſſed Lord, that whoſo- | 
ever ſhall draw. near unto thee, in this Houſe, to 1 
ie. thee Thanks. for the great Benefits they have re. F 
carvd at thy Hands, to ſet forth thy moſt worthy Praiſe, | 
De thy molt ole Ward. or > off fueb Thru my ing 
requiſite and 5 J af well for the Body as the Soul, q 
may do it with that Stedfaſtnefs of Faith, that Seriouſ- 
neſs, Attention, and devout Afection, that than ay | 

em | if 


r \ſ accept their bounden Duty and, Service, giving them 

| Grace to be Doers of thy Word, and not Hearers only, 

aud vouchſafing to them whatever elſe in thy infinite 4 

7 Wiſdom and Goodneſs thou ſhalt ſee to be moſt expedient 1 

t er tbem; and this we beg for Jeſus Chrift bis Sate, | 

or bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Amen. | 
Alfter this, let one of the Prieſts (the appointed L L 


„ rate of the Place, if he be preſent) begin the 
d WW Service for the Day, except where it is otherwiſe 
EIT EET 8 
e Proper, Pſalms, 84, 122, 132. 3 
2. Firſt 14 Kings, C. 8. from 9. 22. to v. 62. 0 | 
Second Feſſon, St. John, c. 2. from v. 13. to ö 
D 2 Os 33 | 
In the Second Service, after the Commandments and | 
lone of the Collects for the Queen, inſtead of the „ 
Collect for the Day, ſhall be uſed theſe following. 4 


be 0 Lord Almighty, King of Hann and Earth, who, 6 
F inthe Day Time by a Cloud, and in the Night by h 
ee R | 


* 


to- ¶ nacle in the Wilderneſs, and by like ſenſible and glori- 
i- eus Manifeftations of thy fa didft Conſecrate the 


Co- Jemple of Jeruſalem for the Place of thy ſettled A- 2 


bo 
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bode among thy choſen People, Vouchſafe, we he ſcech 
thee, to encompaſs this thy Houſe 11 that ci in 
it, with thy gracious Favour , inflame our Hearts with 
that holy Fire from Heaven, that may conſume in us 
whatſoever is vile and earth, and kindle in our Souls 
a fervent and conſtant Love of thee; make us truly 
ſenfible bow great an Honour it is to be admitted into 
thy Sanctuary, to preſent our ſelves and our Supplica- 
tions before the Throne of thy Grace, that ſo we may 
never . approach thy Houſe with bypocritical 
and coll Devotions, drawing near unto thee with our 
Lips, while our Hearts. are * from thee : Let us al. 
ways approach thy Holy Courts with Reverence and god. 
h Fear; let us behave our ſelves in thy Sanctuary as 

mindful of thine eſpecial Preſence, ſo that we may de- 

part thence endued with greater Meaſures of thy Grace, 

and fulfill d with thy beavenly Benedictions; thro Je- 

ſus Chrift our Lord, to whom with thee, O Father, and 

the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcrib d, as is moſt due, all Glory, 

Might, and Majeſty, both now and evermore. Amen. 
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O Moſt Bleſſed Saviour, who, by thy gracious Pre- 
_F ſence at the Feaſt of Dedication, didſt approve 
and honour ſuch religious Services as this which we an 
now performing unto thee, be preſent at this Time with 
us alſo by thy Holy Spirit; and. becauſe Holineſs be. 
cometh thine Hale for ever, ſauctify us, we pray 
thee, that we may be living Temples, holy and accepta- 
ble unto thee; and ſo dwell in our Hearts by Faith, 
and poſſeſs our Souls by thy Grace, that nothing which 
defileth may enter into us; but that being cleans d from 
all carnal and corrupt Affections, we may ever be de. 175 
voutly given to ſerve thee in all good Works, who art 
our Saviour, Lord, aud God, bleſſed for ever more. F e 


r 


— 
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Ve e iſtle, 1 Cor. c. 3. from v. 16. to the End. 

The Goſpel, St. John, c, 10. from v. 22. to v. 30. 

After the Communion, before the final Bleſbng, 
let the Biſhop ſay, N 


1 Bu fled be thy 8 0 Lord God, 1. 1. i | 


NY eth thee to have thy Habitation amon 

Sons of Men, and to dwell in the midſ of the 755 
on the Saints upon Earth. Bleſs, we beſeech thee, the 
religious Performance of this Day; and grant that in 


this Place, now ſet apart to thy Service, thy holy Name 


may be wor ſhipp d. in Truth and Purity to all Genera- 
tions, thro Jeſus Chriift our Lord. Amen. 5 


If the Church to be conſecrated. be one of thoſe 


tech are order d to be built by the late AZ of 


Parliament, let the Biſhop alſo lay, 


Leſſed be thy Name, O Lord God, that it ; hath 


5 2. hs by thy good Spirit to diſpoſe our So- 
vereſge Lady, and the Eſtates of this Realm, to 
Jupply the piritual Wants of thy People, by ap- 
pointing this and many other Churches to be erected and 
dedicated to thy Worſhip and Service: multiply thy Bleſ- 
fings upon them for their pious Regard to thy Honour 
and to the Good of Souls; remember them concerning 
this, and wipe not out the Kindneſs. they have ſhewn to 


thy Church, and to the Offices thereof; nd grant that 
our gracious Queen may ſee and long enjoy the Fruits 


ber godly Zeal, in the Edification of the Members 
of our Church, and i in the Reduction of thoſe that have 
frayed from it; that we may all live together in the 
Unity of the Spirit, and in the Bond of N * 
1 8 enn Lord. "OE. Tn hs 185 
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7 the 8 or har wat WE a and d 
private Perſon'or Perſons. then e e 


| 4 % % "3A 4 
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t imo the Heayt of th We (or 
Servants) i to ered this Kae g thy Honour 


and Worſhip. \ Bleſs, O Lord, bim, (ber, er then) 


bis (ber, or their) Family and Sub Subſance, * 
the Work of bis (ber, or their) Handt; e 


bim (ber, ar them) concerning this; wipe not th] 


Kindneſs that he (ſhe, or they) hath Ge Revs) ſhewed 


for the Honſe of bis (ber, or their) Gal and the Of. 


es thereof; and grant that all they who ſhall enjoy 
te Bone of tv this pions Work, may fhew Fete their 


s, by making a right 9 7 0 of it, to the Glory 


7. th Hſe 5 OE Ny Fes our Lord. Amen, 


When the Kerbe! in ks Gch 5 is „ finiſh'a, Jet 
the Bier and Clergy, with the People, go into the 
Church. Tard, and ſtanding in ſome. convenient 


Place, let t he Biſhop fay the ein Prayer. 


1 


8 "there is a Difference between th Spirit of a Beaft 
that "goeth dowwards to the Earth, and the Spirit of 
[2 Man which aſcendeth np to God; who gabe it; and 


Ages, haſt taught us to af, cular Places where fi 
Bodies of thy Saints may reſi in Peace, and be pr 
eryd from all Indignities, whil/t their Souls are eh 
kept in the r of their faithful Redeemer. Ae. 
cept, we beſeech thee, this charitableWork of ours, in 
Separating this Portion of Ground to that good Pur- 
poſe , and give ns Grace, that a the frequent In- 


| Gel, 30% ha dg us in th holy Word, cut 


tkewiſe by the Example of thy boly Leue, I all 


ſtances 
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7 2 

2 

3 8 
9 


nouſly confider bow trail and: uncertain our Condition 2 | be. 5 0 
bere on Earth is, and ſo number our Days, as to apply. = 


thinking upon . Death, and daily preparing our ſelves — * 
for the Fudgment that is to follow, = may have our , A 
Part in the Reſurrection to Life, with him who dyd 42 
for our Sins, and roſe again for our Fuſtification, anna 
now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, 4 

| One God, Vorld without End. Amen. | 1 
The Grace Co Lord Feſus Chriſt, and tbe Love - 
of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with; A 
jou. all, euer more. Amen. e I 
If there be only a Church-Yard to be conſecrated, be 
adjoining to any Church or Chapel, let the Common. = 
Service of the Day be read in the Church or Cha- | 


p4, and at the End thereof let the Inſtrument of 
Donation be read before the Biſhop in the Church- 
9 and then let the Biſhop uſe the foregoing 

But if the Church-Yard, or Burial Place, be re- 
mote from the Church or Chapel, it ſnall ſuffice to 
uſe only the Prayer appointed for that Purpoſe, 


the Inſtrument of Donation being firſt read. 

OE SEL PE TG! IT "2 8 
F NMB. The Biſhop of Rochefter chiefly made Uſe + 
cc this Form in reconſecrating the Church of 
1 Greenwich, | <5) ny 
4 The Reader is to obſerve, that there are ex- 
y tant ſome other Forms of Conſecration : The prin- 
4 cp are, A Form of Conſecrating a Chapel and 
„ | Curcb-Tard, compiled by Dr. Lancelot Andrews, 


Biſhop of J incheſter, for the Conſecration of Feſus 
„ | <Papel in the Pariſh of St. Maries near Southamp- 
Wo: > ton; 


our only Lord and Saviour, Amen. 


ton; printed at the End of Biſhop Sparrow s Ratio. 
nale upon the Common - Prayer. A Form uſed by 


Pr. Patrick, Biſhop of Ely, at the Conſecration of 
à Hapel in Katherine-Hall, Cambridge, to be found 
at the End of a Sermon preach d upon that Occa- 


ſion by Dr. Leng. A Conſecration- Prayer made Uſe 
of by Dr. King, Biſhop of London, at the Conſe- 
cration of a Chapel at Edmington, 'and of another 
at Clay Hall, in the Pariſh of Barkin in Efex; 
printed in the ſecond Volume of Mr. Colliers 
Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory. I have been inform'd like- 
wiſe of a Form of Archbiſhop Laud's, which I ne- 


ver ſaw. But upon comparing of theſe ſeveral 


Forms, it is eaſy to diſcover, that Biſhop An- 


drews found the Materials for all that followed 
him, and his Form has been the Ordo! to which 
all that I have ſeen have been ob 


lig d both for 
the Contents of the Prayers, and the N and 


Solemmizing of the Ceremony ; only Biſhop Patrick 
has added the following Prayer, which he uſed in 


conſecrating the Communion Plate, and which all 
the other Forms, in my humble Opinion, ſeem 


MF; Bleſſed Lord, accept, we beſeech thee, of 


the Oblation we make unto thee of theſe Veſſels, 
which we humbly dedicate to thy Divine Service at 


thy Holy Table; and as we now wholly give them up to 


thy Uſe in the Miniftration of the Holy Communion 
of Chriſts Body and Blood. ſo we pray thee to receive 
them for thine cw; preſerve them from being any 
Way profaned; and being here ſet apart and conſecra- 
ted by our Ofice and Miniſtry to thy Service, let them 
always continue to be ſo employed, through Feſus Chriſt 
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Ihe Authority of the Canon-Law for the 
Reconſecration of Churches. 


— 


I muſt be own'd, there is ſome Diffe- 
ul x N rence among the Canoniſis in their Opi- 
nions concerning the Reconſecration of 
Churches, tho all that. I have conſulted 
upon this Subject agree, That a Church that has 
been Rebnilt, ought to be Recon ſecrated. The 
Reader, poſſibly, may expect ſome Satisfaction in 
this Point, eſpecially conſidering how lately it has 
been debated, and what vile Aſperſions have 
been caſt upon the moſt Primitive Biſnop of Ro- 
cheſter, for his Reconſecrating of a Church at Green- 


( 
| 


wich, that was built upon the old Foundations; 


but, Thanks be to God, the Church has a Pre- 


late in that See, who never knew what Fear was, 


when he was fatisfy'd in the Goodneſs of his De- 
ſign, and till then he would never engage in it; 
whoſe Diſtinction it has ever been not to think 
the worſe of a deſpiſed and unbefriended Canſe, 
but is always moſt vigorous in his Zeal, when 
he ſees the Church in moſt Diffreſs, and in moſt 

I confeſs my ſelf a very unſkilful Canons, 
and unequal to manage a Diſpute of this Nature, 
but I ſhall faithfully lay down what I have col- 

17 ts lected 
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lecjed from am Author * that makes the beſt Fi. 
gure in that Profeſſion, and whoſe Authority has 


ay 
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n ever allow d its due . in Low ——_ ion 


| of: ſuch . 


« Cturches or Altars, whoſt Enos are 
uncertain, ought to be conſecrated without Diſ⸗ 
pute. 


* A Church built upon the Grau where an 
& Id one ſtood, is not to be eſteem d the ſame 


2 , Church, but muſt be conſecrated, as if there ne- 


ver had been a Church in that Place. 
If the Walls are rebuilt from the Fonndation, 
64 the Church ought to be conſecrated again. 
* If. the. Altar be:broken down: or remor d, the 
Church is to be new conſecrated. 
OF If the Fabrick of a Church: bemmnes: wholh 
„ rpinous, and is rebuilt from the Foundation, it 
5 to be reconſecrated; but if the Walls 
Y Degrees decay, and are gradually repair d, it 
1 ought not; or if a Church bs dena ber; in 
2 4 Length, Breadth, or Height, it ought not to be 
* .reconſecrated ; becauſe, as the Cunoniſ expreſs 
it, Sacrum trabit ad ſe non Sacrum; that Part 
that i is already Holy, ſandifies whatever! 1 is an- 
nerd to it. 
* Churches that have been once conſecrated to 
God, ought never to be reconſerrated, unleſs 
5 they have decay d, or been conſum d by Fire, 
* or been Aue by the ſpilling of Blood, *or 


Aby the Commiſſion of Fornication or Adultery; 


85 becauſe, as an Nſant that has been once bap- 
* tix di in the Name wh the Father, 0.07 the _ 
an 
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N of Recemſocration? 1 5 


4 and of the Hoh Gboſt, ought never to be re. 
© baptizd; fo a Church once dedicated to God, 
« ſhould never be again conſecrated, provided al- 

* ways, that the Perſons officiating at the Conſe- 
© cration, profeſs d their Belief in the Holy Trinity. 

ra The Zhurches of the Arians, whats the Do- 
4 &rine of the Trinity has been undermin'd and 

« exploded, ought to "be Oe where ever 
* "they are found.” 


Theſe are ſome of the 4 the Canox- 
* affords for the Reconſecration of Churches; 
which T had no direct Occaſion to inſiſt upon, the 
Caſe being ſo indiſputable among Orthodox Di. 
Vines, were it not to obviate the abuſive and 

profane Reflections of his Lordſhip's Enemies, 
28515 wretched Libels muſt never expect to 
ſurvive to be devourd by Famine, or the Teeth of 
Time, when the Works of that learned Prelate 
ſhall flouriſh to diſant Ages, as Monuments of 
his own Glory, and the Church's * | | 
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